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International Year of Water Cooperation: UNECE offers 
global legal framework for action Water

UNECE is prepared to play a key role in addressing global water issues and, in particular, 
the vital need to further develop transboundary water cooperation. This was the message 
of Marco Keiner, Director of the UNECE Environment Division, speaking at the launch 
ceremony of the International Year of Water Cooperation, organized on 11 February 2011 
at the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
headquarters in Paris.

Representatives of Governments, local communities, specialized non-governmental 
organizations and United Nations organizations, as well as eminent specialists and 
youths, discussed the necessity of water cooperation to effectively address water-related 
challenges and to fulfil the needs of all societies. Indeed, growing pressures on water 
caused by population growth, urbanization, production and consumption patterns and 
climate change and variability impacts, especially in transboundary context, are 
increasing challenges ahead for water security. 

“Competition is growing between farmers and herders; industry and agriculture; town and 
country. Upstream and downstream, and across borders, we need to cooperate for the 
benefit of all — now and in the future“, warned United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon, in his address during the launch ceremony.

“There is no sustainable development without sustainable water management. There is no 
sustainable water management without cooperation“, echoed UNESCO Director-General 
Irina Bokova. “In the field of water, cooperation is more interesting than competion: it is a 
driver of peace and of good management; it maximises benefits and adds value with a low 
cost.”

The International Year of Water Cooperation offers a precious chance to place inter-State 
cooperation on shared waters high on the global agenda, and to ensure the messages 
regarding the urgency of transboundary water cooperation and the importance of firm 
international legal frameworks are heard. The pan-European region has much experience to 
share in this respect. Over the past 20 years, the UNECE Convention on the Protection and 
Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (Water Convention) has 
provided an efficient framework for cooperation between UNECE countries. The entry into 
force on 6 February 2013 of the amendments to the Water Convention means that it is now a 
global instrument for transboundary water cooperation. 

“Only by uniting forces will we be able to broaden the exchange of experience and mobilize 
the needed political support for transboundary water cooperation. That is why the global 
opening of the Water Convention is a great opportunity”, declared Marco Keiner, at the launch 
of the International Year of Water cooperation. It will indeed provide a much needed global 
forum to address transboundary water cooperation issues, to share experiences available 
worldwide and to work together for the sustainable management of transboundary waters.

Cooperation is not only key across borders but also between sectors: the Protocol on Water 
and Health to the Water Convention promotes a holistic approach, linking water management 
to health issues to ensure the provision of safe drinking water and adequate sanitation to 
everyone. The Protocol is also a powerful tool for the translation of the human right to water 
and sanitation into practice. 

For further information, please visit: 
or contact: .

http://www.unece.org/env/water/
francesca.bernardini@unece.org

UNECE discusses Public Private Partnership options 
to renovate the Palais des Nations  

PPP

The fifth Session of the UNECE Team of Specialists on Public Private Partnerships (TOS PPP) 
was held at the Palais des Nations from 5 to 6 February 2012. The meeting discussed the 
activities of the UNECE International PPP Centre of Excellence - a coordinating hub based in 
Geneva – and of its affiliated specialist centres responsible for the preparation of sectoral 
guides on best practices in PPPs. 

The first session was devoted to the role of PPPs in the renovation of the Palais des Nations. In 
his opening address, UNECE Executive Secretary Sven Alkalaj, said “we are honoured to join 

http://www.unece.org/env/water/
mailto:francesca.bernardini@unece.org
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For further information, please visit: 
.http://www.unece.org/ceci/documents/2013/ppp/session5tosppp13.html

hands with the United Nations Office in Geneva (UNOG) to explore the full potential of PPPs as 
a procurement mechanism for the renovation of the Palais des Nations, and to provide 
member States and the General Assembly with neutral advice on the advantages and 
disadvantages of PPPs vis-à-vis traditional procurement” 

stHe added: “PPPs are becoming synonymous with infrastructure suitable for the 21  century. I 
would like to see them promoted by UNECE as a tangible manifestation of the relevance of our 
work for our member States. Using PPPs to modernize infrastructure and improving public 
services is a priority for all UNECE member States”.

Clemens Adams, Director of Administration at UNOG, welcomed delegates on behalf of UNOG 
Director-General Kassym-Jomart Tokayev. He recalled that the Palais is one of the busiest 
international conference centres in Europe, hosting approximately 4,000 staff members and 
receiving some 100,000 visitors annually.

The renovation strategy envisages a phased approach comprising building blocks over a 
period of eight years for an estimated cost of CHF 618 million. This will include creating swing 
space facilities within the grounds of the Palais to avoid the rent of external office space and to 
allow for business continuity during the renovation of the Palais. The overarching objective is 
to ensure the efficient use of the facilities while obtaining the lowest total cost for long term 
ownership. 

The key goals of the “Strategic Heritage Plan” include:
consolidating the presence of Secretariat staff at Geneva within a single compound;
safeguarding the health and safety of delegates and staff;
ensuring that the Palais continues to function as an essential conference centre for 
member States throughout the renovation period;
enabling full accessibility to persons with disabilities; 
reducing operational and maintenance costs by providing a sustainable and more energy 
efficient facility; 
stopping the deterioration of the Palais, maintaining its capital value, and preserving its 
historical and heritage significance.

Funding options being assessed include: 
traditional UN funding mechanism for Capital Projects (assessed contributions from 
Member States) ;
voluntary public or private donations/contributions; 
member States long-term low interest (or no interest) loans;
private and Public Foundation long-term loans;
private banking long-term low interest loans, guaranteed by the Host Country;
sale or transfer of UN real estate for construction rights to private or public investors;
PPP projects.

All options are currently being analyzed with a view to finalizing a progress report of the 
thSecretary-General to the General Assembly in June, for discussion at its 68  Session in 

September 2013. 

Sam Tabuchi, Director of the Toyo University PPP Graduate School and Vice Chairman of 
UNECE TOS PPP, will lead, under the auspices of the UNECE Team of Specialists on PPPs, a 
preliminary study of various options on the renovation of the Palais. The study will be 
financed by Toyo University itself at no cost for the UN. 

Commenting on the legal, contractual and procurement issues surrounding the possible use 
of PPP in the renovation, Tony Bonnici, Secretary to the UNECE PPP Team of Specialists, 
summarized the debates by stating that it became apparent that the practices to be applied  
within the existing UN governance framework would probably have to be adapted and 
expanded to benefit from the opportunities associated with the PPP models.  

The discussions at the session also touched upon the various legal and institutional issues to 
be addressed, should member States decide to take the PPP route to refurbish the Palais des 
Nations. These include procurement, financing models and staffing/labour issues, from the 
perspective of both the public and private sector. 
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UNECE road-safety campaign targets schoolchildrenRoad safety

UNECE last week presented its road-safety activities at a road-safety exhibition in Paris, 
organized under the French Ministry of Education. Some 700 teenagers attended the event. 
In France, teenagers must pass an exam in both their second and their fourth year of 
secondary school if they want to drive mopeds and later apply for a driving permit.

The French educational system comprises 30 academies, corresponding to France's 30 
regions, including those overseas. Each academy has a “focal point” or person in charge of 
road-safety education from primary school up to the end of secondary school. These 30 focal 
points attended the exhibition.  

http://www.unece.org/ceci/documents/2013/ppp/session5tosppp13.html
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On 6 February 2013 the 
 hosted a live demonstration to test whether a new 

design for trucks with sliding sheets and roofs (allowing for quick 
loading/unloading from the sides and top of the vehicle, and not only 
through the rear doors, as in standard vehicles) is customs-secure in 
terms of illegal breaches. The test, performed by a Danish expert, 
showed that the new sliding roofs are indeed customs-secure, and also 
that some technical changes have to be made to the sliding sheets, as 
the expert was able to breach them and put his hand through them.

The Working Party decided to work further on the to be 
added to the , integrating the findings of the live 
demonstration. With the new design principles, the Working Party aims 
at high customs security standards for the vehicle itself as well assisting 
in the fight against illegal smuggling across our borders. 

Working Party on Customs Questions affecting 
Transport (WP.30)

current proposal 
TIR handbook

Working on new customs security standards for 
vehicles

TIR

For further information, please visit:  
or contact the secretariat at: .

http://www.unece.org/tir/welcome.html
wp.30@unece.org

After the discussion on the UNECE presentation, many focal points expressed interest in 
UNECE's work and particularly in becoming involved in the United Nations Global Road Safety 
Week, which takes place in May in Geneva. 

Students from 36 classes, mostly from the city and suburbs of Paris, but also from eastern 
and western France, signed a poster entitled “Nous conduisons en respectant les règles”. The 
poster is a French version of the “We drive by the rules” poster created by UNECE in 2011 for 
the launch of the UN Decade of Action for Road Safety. It will be exhibited in the Palais des 
Nations during the second UN Global Road Safety Week, from 6 to 12 May. The signatories of 
the poster will receive a “diploma”, a reminder of their personal commitment to improved 
road safety. 

     For further information on UNECE work on road safety, please visit: 

or contact:  
or .

.

http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp1.html
robert.nowak@unece.org

martine-sophie.fouvez@unece.org

Issues of Peace and Governance at the fore for the last 
week of the Thematic Consultation on Water 

Water

Will there be a war over water? Is the water crisis in fact a crisis of governance?

During Week 5 — the last week of regional consultations within the framework of the Thematic 
Consultation on Water for the “World We Want” Post-2015 Development Agenda — the Water 
Resources Management stream highlights two different themes:  and 

. 

Populations are on the rise. Climate change is already increasing the frequency and ferocity of 
extreme events. How do we govern and manage water resources in a sustainable manner in the 
face of such challenges? And, adding to the complexity of this challenge, how can we do this in a 
transboundary context?

Your feedback can make a difference on the outcomes of the Thematic Consultation on Water. 
So, please join us and comment on such questions as:  

 In your transboundary basin or aquifer, is there an ongoing conflict or tension? Or, is there 
cooperation?
 What are the challenges of managing water in your country and what can be done to 
improve the situation?
 Are existing mechanisms for cooperation suitable for addressing conflicts or tensions?
How can water resources management contribute to sustainable development in your 
country?

You can find these topics and many more on the Thematic Consultation on Water website.

The Week 5 discussion will also focus on water, sanitation, hygiene and economic development 
and economic opportunities for wastewater.

Join in the discussion on Twitter (#waterpost2015) or on Facebook (WaterPost2015)!!! 

Water for Peace
Governing and Managing Water Resources for Sustainable Development
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http://vkontakte.ru/club30841301
http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/welcome.html
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/bcf/wp30/documents/ECE-TRANS-WP30-2012-06r2e.pdf
http://www.unece.org/tir/tir-hb.html
http://www.unece.org/tir/welcome.html
mailto:wp.30@unece.org
http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp1.html
mailto:robert.nowak@unece.org
mailto:martine-sophie.fouvez@unece.org
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/water/voices
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/water/waterresources

