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UNECE participated in Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week

From 14 to 17 January, UNECE Executive Secretary Sven Alkalaj participated in the Abu 
Dhabi Sustainability Week. This comprised three events: the third General Assembly of the 
International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA); the World Future Energy Summit; and the 
International Water Summit. 

During the high-level segment of the IRENA Assembly, the Executive Secretary participated 
in the ministerial round table, “Renewable energy costs and benefits”. The discussions 
touched upon the broader economic, social, and environmental benefits of renewable energy. 
The Executive Secretary recalled that renewable energy currently comprised 15 per cent of 
the global energy mix. In order to meet the objective of the United Nations Secretary-
General's Sustainable Energy for All initiative to double that share by 2030, sustained efforts 
were required from all actors and stakeholders. 

Investments in renewables are often blocked by risks of various sorts, including political and 
regulatory risks, and there should be a concerted effort to remove the blockages to enable 
the shift to sustainable energy. In his address, the Executive Secretary stressed that UNECE 
could contribute to the necessary shift by working with IRENA and other stakeholders to 
remove the investment barriers, including through the establishment of multilateral 
agreements, normative instruments and standards while promoting innovation. 

UNECE would also continue to contribute to the policy dialogue on renewable energy and 
share best practices on various renewable energy sources, the Executive Secretary said.

Strengthened cooperation with IRENA
On the occasion of these meetings, the Executive Secretary met Mr. Adnan Z. Amin, Director-
General of IRENA, to discuss possible ways to strengthen the cooperation between the two 
organizations. UNECE and IRENA intend to cooperate closely on renewables in the UNECE 
region, but also globally with the other United Nations Regional Commissions. Joint efforts 
could result in boosting the development of renewables in the UNECE region, in particular in 
South-Eastern Europe, where projects could focus on biomass and wood energy.Both parties 
agreed to formalize their cooperation through a memorandum of understanding.

Calling for increased international cooperation on water 
In his address at the International Water Summit, the Executive Secretary recalled the 
crucial role that cooperation in the management of transboundary rivers, lakes and 
groundwaters played in fostering peace and security, reducing poverty and achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals, protecting ecosystems and promoting sustainable 
development. Some 60 per cent of the world's freshwater flow came from 276 transboundary 
river basins and lakes, where 40 per cent of the world's population lives. Without sound 
transboundary water management, the provision of water supply and sanitation was 
therefore at risk, Mr. Alkalaj underscored.

The Executive Secretary affirmed that UNECE stood ready to share the experience gained 
over the past 20 years in international cooperation on water through its Water Convention. 
The legal framework provided by the Convention had been instrumental in helping countries 
in the Balkans, Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia to draw up agreements 
regulating their waters after the break-up of Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union. Countries 
outside the UNECE region would be able to accede to the Convention as of end of 2013, and 
Iraq and Tunisia had formally announced their intention to do so at the last Meeting of the 
Parties in November 2012.

In the context of the ongoing discussions on the post-2015 United Nations development 
agenda, joining forces to advocate the importance of water should be an important political 
priority for all of us, Mr. Alkalaj concluded. 

UNECE welcomes the accession of Israel to the Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer 
Registers to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making 
and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention), thus becoming the 
thirty-second Party to the Protocol as of 14 January 2013.

The Protocol is the first legally binding international instrument on pollutant release and 
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Second week of consultation on water focuses on 
climate change and water-related risks

Let your voice be heard on the Thematic Consultation on Water website 
( ), where the Week-2 discussion in the 
Water Resources Management stream, coordinated by UNECE, focuses on climate change 
and water-related risks. With the World Meteorological Organization facilitating the dialogue, 
you can comment on questions such as:

Why is the “no regrets” strategy so difficult to implement in practice?
How do we improve cooperation to promote synergies between climate change mitigation 
and adaptation efforts?
Why do you think water managers don't consider climate information in long-term 
planning?

Continuing its five-week consultation, the Thematic Consultation on Water allows citizens 
worldwide to partake in an online discussion about the world's most pressing matters to be 
considered in the post-2015 development agenda.   

During the Week-2 discussion on water, you can also share your opinion about water, 
sanitation and hygiene in schools and the impact of wastewater on the oceans.  

Join in the discussion on Twitter (#waterpost2015) or Facebook (WaterPost2015)!  
    

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/node/302072
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transfer registers. Its objective is "to enhance public access to information through the 
establishment of coherent, nationwide pollutant release and transfer registers (PRTRs)." 

PRTRs are inventories of pollution from industrial sites and other sources. By establishing 
publicly accessible national pollutant registers and requiring companies to produce annual 
reports on their releases and transfers of specified pollutants, the Protocol on PRTRs aims to 
exert a downward pressure on levels of pollution and thereby contribute to sustainable 
development and the promotion of green economy. 

For further information, please visit: 
or contact Ella Behlyarova at: .

http://www.unece.org/env/pp/welcome.html
ella.behlyarova@unece.org

For more information, please visit: 
or contact Michael Milligan at: .

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=31682
michael.milligan@unece.org

Stronger real estate markets can help US economy 
grow, says UN advisory group

Housing and
Land Management

Secure and well-protected property rights and accurate and accessible information for 
lenders and borrowers can promote economic growth. This was the main message from the 
15 January 2013 forum, “UNECE Policy Framework for Sustainable Real Estate 
Markets: Sound rules to improve the real estate sector and promote economic 
growth” held in Washington D.C. The forum was organized by the UNECE Real Estate Market 
Advisory Group (REM) in cooperation with the United States chapter of the International Real 
Estate Federation (FIABCI)

Speakers highlighted the importance of proper risk assessments for lenders and investors.  
They also discussed the need for independent, educated and competent professionals to rate 
risk. They said that increased foreign direct investment was important for many economies, 
including the United States. And some mentioned the importance of looking at alternative 
methods of financing to bring investment funds to real estate.  

Participants included representatives of the United States government, including the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation and the Department of State, academia, and national and 
international organizations, including the Appraisal Institute, the National Association of 
Realtors (NAR) and the Counselors of Real Estate (CRE). The participants exchanged views on 
the UNECE publication Policy Framework for Sustainable Real Estate Markets, which 
provides guidelines for real estate market regulation, and discussed how these guidelines 
could be applied in the United States.

The UNECE offers policy advice, facilitates the exchange of best practices among its 56 
member States and sets up model technical projects to promote sustainable housing and land 
management, including efficient real estate markets.

As a conclusion to the Forum, participants issued a joint statement highlighting the 
importance of a risk rating system for stable and secure real estate markets, “The evaluation 
of real estate market risk is an integral part of the safety and soundness of the entire global 
financial system… We believe that the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe Policy 
Framework and the Real Estate Market Advisory Group working paper offer valuable insights 
in this regard.”  
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