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Celebrating World Habitat Day

Ministers adopt Strategy for Sustainable Housing 2014-
2020 for the UNECE region

UNECE celebrated World Habitat Day on 7 October with an exhibition of disaster-relief 
houses in the park of the Palais des Nations. The houses, which were donated by the 
Governments of Canada and Estonia, demonstrate some of the most recent 
developments in low-cost, quick-build, short-term housing for those displaced by 
disasters.

At a press conference on 7 October, UNECE Executive Secretary Sven Alkalaj stressed 
the importance of providing shelter to victims of disasters. Globally, “UNECE works 
together with many partners to develop standards for disaster risk reduction and 
prevention, to help prevent industrial accidents and to improve resilience in the areas 
such as housing, water and land management” he said.

Margareta Wahlström, Special Representative of the United Nations International 
Strategy for Disaster Reduction, recalled that out of the 100 million people affected by 
disasters in the world in recent years, some 33 million lost their homes. As a result, 
temporary houses "often become permanent”, so quality and durability are important 
she said.

Sylvain Labbé, CEO of the Quebec Wood Export Bureau, which conceived and built one of 
the houses on display stressed that "we design the correct housing for the country in 
which it will be used.” In Haiti, "these temporary shelters resisted hurricanes", he said. 

Meeting in Geneva, on Tuesday, 8 October, ministers and heads of 
agencies for housing, urban development and land administration 
from 55 countries adopted a regional Strategy for Sustainable 
Housing and Land Management for 2014 to 2020. 

Through its 15 objectives and 36 targets, the Strategy addresses the 
environmental, social and economic dimensions of sustainability in 
housing and land management. It will serve as a guide tor 
governments and for the work of the UNECE Committee on Housing 

and Land Management for the seven years to come.

The Strategy recognizes the key role that housing plays in the well-being of the region's 
citizens, as well as its important role in climate change mitigation. 
 
The UNECE region is responsible for 40% of global energy consumption, out of which 
around 40% is consumed by the building sector. Reducing energy used by the residential 
sector is one of the major challenges and one of the highest priorities for UNECE member 
States, as highlighted by a recent survey. 

Through the Strategy, member States commit themselves to developing policies and 
legislation to reduce energy use in the housing sector, to introducing more effective 
management of multi-family housing estates and improving the condition of the housing 
stock. This will contribute to climate change mitigation and the move towards a low-
carbon society. Increasing investments in innovation and new technologies for energy 
efficiency in housing will also lead to more jobs and offer new prospects, especially for 
the young generation. 

The UNECE region also contains many areas that are at high risk for natural disasters. It 
is estimated, for example, that in Tajikistan alone, between 2000 and 2006, natural 
disasters caused the deaths of more than 180 people, damaged more than 48,000 
houses and caused economic losses of more than $250 million. In the Strategy, member 
States commit themselves to improving the resilience of cities and buildings to natural 
and human-generated disasters. 

The 56-country UNECE region is highly diverse in its economic and social development. 
As a result, some countries face major challenges in housing markets, housing 
affordability and living conditions. 

For more information, please visit: 
.http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=33048
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Denmark, for example, is among the European countries with the highest housing costs. 
But even so, to buy a new dwelling (70 m2), a Danish household would need to spend 
just 2.2 times the average yearly income. A household in the Russian Federation, on the 
other hand, would need to spend around 10 times the average yearly income. 

Member States, through the Strategy, commit themselves“to improving the overall 
access of all to adequate, affordable, good-quality, healthy and secure housing and 
utility services, with particular attention to young people and vulnerable groups” 
(Objective D).

Other regions, such as South-East Europe, are affected by internal migration and rapid 
and uncontrolled urbanization, which has given rise to many informal settlements. In 
the whole of the UNECE region, approximately 50 million people are thought to be living 
in informal settlements, facing problems of security of tenure and lacking utilities. 

Reforms need to be supported by a good governance system. Housing, urban 
development and land administration engage many stakeholders. Ensuring better 

coordination of their actions, involving the interested 
parties in decision-making and improving the capacities 
of the public sector in housing and land management at all 
levels are priorities for member States, as reflected in the 
objectives and targets of the Strategy.

The Ministers and high-level participants see the Strategy 
as a blueprint for guiding participating countries towards 
greener and safer homes and more socially inclusive 
human settlements. 

The text is available at:
.

For more information, please contact Gulnara Roll at: 
.

 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/documents/2013/ECE_HBP_2013_3.pdf

gulnara.roll@unece.org

APEC Transport Ministers call for wide participation in 
World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Standards 
(WP.29)

Transport

thAt their 8  meeting in Tokyo on 5 September, the Ministers of Transport of APEC (
 jointly declared: "We urge member economies to 

participate in the harmonization work under the agreements administered by the World 
Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Standards (WP.29) of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE) aiming at the improvement of the safety and 
environmental performance of vehicles as well as greater economic integration through 
harmonized vehicle standards and technical requirements.” This declaration reinforces 

ththe statement made at the 7  APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting in San Francisco, 
on 14 September 2011. 

The 21 members of APEC (Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; People's 
Republic of  China; Chinese Taipei; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Malaysia; 
Mexico; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Peru; Philippines; Republic of Korea; Russian 
Federation; Singapore; Thailand; United States of America; Viet Nam) together account 
for 40% of the world's population (2.7 billion people), 44% of global trade (US$16.8 
trillion) and 53% of world's GDP in purchasing power parity terms (US$35.8 trillion).

Several members of APEC (United States of America; Japan, Republic of Korea) are 
active members of WP.29. Others (Malaysia, Philippines) are showing increasing interest 
in applying WP.29 regulations to introduce best security and environmental practices to 
their national markets, as well as to adopt these international norms to export cars or 
parts. 

Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation)

For more information on WP.29, please visit: 
.http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp29.html

International Forum in Georgia on Energy for 
Sustainable Development

Energy

The Fourth International Forum: Energy for Sustainable Development took place in 
Tbilisi, Georgia from 17-19 September 2013. The Forum was organized jointly by the 
Government of Georgia, UNECE, the United Nations Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), and the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP). It supports the objectives of the UN Secretary General's Sustainable Energy for 
All Initiative. Over 210 delegates from 28 countries attended the Forum.

The Forum was opened by Kakhaber Kaladze, Vice Prime Minister and Minister of Energy 
of Georgia. He pointed out that Georgia needs to develop an energy security strategy as 
well as a draft law on energy efficiency and renewable energy. Dimitri Kumsishvili, First 
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Materials from the Forum are posted at: 
.http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=32843

Deputy Minister of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia stressed that 
energy efficiency policy is critical for the country and exchange of experience among 
countries would help develop appropriate policies. Andrey Vasilyev, UNECE Deputy 
Executive Secretary, noted that this fourth Forum has built on the success of previous 
editions. UNECE is pleased to deepen and expand collaboration with the host 
government, its partners – ESCAP and UNDP, and all participants, he said. The Forum 
highlighted the importance of the sustainable energy agenda for the European and Asian 
regions and globally, especially in the context of the upcoming International Decade of 
Sustainable Energy for All declared by the UN General Assembly.  

The opening session was followed by the High-Level Round Table on Achieving 
sustainable energy development through policy reforms and international cooperation 
with participation of high-level officials from Armenia; the Republic of Belarus; 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan; among others. Hongpeng Liu, Chief of the 
Energy Security and Water Resource Section at ESCAP presented the outcomes of the 
First Asian and Pacific Energy Forum held in Vladivostok in May 2013, including the Plan 
of Action on Regional Cooperation for Enhanced Energy Security and the Sustainable 
Use of Energy in Asia and the Pacific, 2014-2018. Andrey Vasilyev emphasized that 
UNECE with its sister UN agencies that have strong energy programmes can collaborate 
with all relevant international organizations and member States in providing a secure 
energy supply. UNECE contributes to that collaboration and dialogue from a technical, 
economic and sustainable development perspective, he added.

The Forum debated policies and legislation needed to support energy efficiency 
improvements, access to cleaner energy, financing energy efficiency, and energy 
efficiency in buildings and infrastructure. Forum participants also discussed the 
necessary conditions for enabling and encouraging investments in energy efficiency and 
sustainable use of energy. 

Four thematic workshops were organized within the framework of the Forum: 1) Policies 
and Legislation to Promote Energy Efficiency and Clean Energy Technologies in the 
Caucasus region; 2) A Road Map to an Energy Efficient Residential Sector; 3) Case 
Studies on Policy Reforms to Promote Financing Energy Efficiency Investments and 
Advanced Energy Efficiency Technologies; 4) Sustainable Energy Challenges and 
Opportunities in Countries in Transition. 

The participants of the Forum adopted a joint statement, 
in which they called the Forum an important platform for 
discussing energy and sustainable development in the 
European and Asian regions and a substantive input into 
enhanced regional energy cooperation. They stressed that 
one of the major aims of sustainable development in the 
energy sector in countries of the European and Asian 
regions is securing a sustainable balance between supply 
and demand of energy. The increase of renewables  in the 
energy mix is important and increasing energy efficiency 

is critical for curbing energy consumption growth levels in the region. The Joint 
Statement called upon UNECE, ESCAP and UNDP to continue holding such Fora on a 
regular basis and recommended to convene the next Forum in 2014. 

UNECE survey shows that energy efficiency, housing 
affordability and disaster preparedness are key 
challenges in the region

Housing

According to a survey just released by UNECE, the most important challenges faced by 
countries in Europe and Central Asia in the areas of housing and urban planning are: 

Inefficient use of energy in the housing sector and deteriorated housing stock  
Persisting problems of housing affordability, especially for young people due to the 
financial and economic crisis
Increased damages to housing and human settlements from climate change and 
other natural and human made disasters

This survey, “Challenges and priorities in Housing and Land Management in the UNECE 
Region,” also shows that member States have been working to develop policies and 
implement UNECE guidelines in housing and land management.  Thirty countries 
provided examples that show how they have addressed housing challenges. 

l

l

l

According to Eurostat, in 
2010, an estimated 10 % 
of the EU-27 population 
lived in households that 
spent 40 % or more of 
their disposable income 
on housing

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=32843
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Housing_statistics#Housing_affordability
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Housing_statistics#Housing_affordability
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Green and health-friendly sustainable mobility: 
focus on urban central asia

 "Walking and cycling was barely considered a viable mode of urban transport in Almaty 
when I visited the city in 2006 for a workshop on air pollution" said Brinda Wachs, now at 
the secretariat of the Transport, Health and Environment Pan-European Programme 
(THE PEP) at UNECE. "In seven years, the modernization of the city and awareness in the 
region on sustainable transport was remarkable", she said. THE PEP Workshop on 

 was held on 26-27 
September 2013 in Almaty (Kazakhstan) as part of a series of capacity-building 
workshops under THE PEP "Staffete" or relay race. 

The Workshop was organized in cooperation with the Ministry of Transport and 
Communication, Republic of Kazakhstan, AKIMAT (municipal authority of Almaty), 
UNECE, the World Health Organisation Regional Office for Europe and the UNDP-GEF 
Project "City of Almaty Sustainable Transport."

The Almaty Workshop agreed 50 action points for policymakers, such as:  
Reduce transport-related emissions of air pollution, greenhouse gas emissions 
and noise
Integrate urban spatial planning with transport, health and environmental 
objectives
Design dense cities with mixed zoning between services, businesses and 
residences to shorten travel and commute times
Promote resilient cities with adequate disaster risk reduction, emergency 
preparedness and contingency planning, including in transport infrastructure
Integrate the needs of walking, cycling and public transport into road design and 
land-use planning
Invest in attractive, clean, affordable and safe public transport systems as 
convenient alternative networks
Promote active (human-powered) mobility as a viable urban transport mode
Create safe and convenient infrastructure for walking and cycling, including 
separate lanes for cyclists and pedestrians and appropriate signage and signals 
for active mobility
Emphasize green and health-friendly mobility in Kazakhstan's Green Bridge 
Initiative

The Almaty Workshop marks the sixth and final leg of the "staffete" journey in the 
run-up to the Fourth High-level meeting (14-16 April, 2014, Paris). The theme will be 
" ", evoking a future vision of urban sustainability with a 
focus on individual health and well-being and on physical activity and human-
powered mobility like walking and cycling as viable modes of urban transport. The 
Almaty Action Points will be part of the consultative process to reflect the challenges 
and innovations of Central Asia to the forthcoming Paris Declaration on Transport, 
Health and Environment.  

Green 
and Health-friendly Sustainable Mobility: Focus on Urban Central Asia

City in Motion: People First!
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THE PEP

 For more information, please visit: 
.http://www.unece.org/thepep/en/welcome.html

Examples fall under the following areas and typologies: 

In addition, they are committed to undertaking further action in order to provide more 
socially equitable, economically sound and environmentally sustainable housing and 
urban environments in their countries. 

The report provides information on the main actors engaged in housing, urban planning, 
land administration and management; the main policy instruments to address housing 
issues, including housing affordability; the progress made by member States; and 
examples that show how countries have implemented UNECE policy recommendations, 
guidelines and other tools.

 

thThe report, discussed at the 74  session of the Committee on Housing and Land 
Management on 7 October 2013, is available at: 

.http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/documents/2013/ece.hbp.2013.02.e.pdf

In the United States, in 
2012 alone, natural 
disasters killed 180 
people and affected 
another 90,000, causing 
economic damage of 
approx. USD 75 billion

Over 237,000 people 
were displaced in Europe 
during the last five years, 
with 74,000 only in 2012

Ms. Bayan KENZHEBAI, 14 years old, Palace 
of Children and Youth, Zhezkazgan City, 
Kazakhstan. 

For more information on the survey, please visit:  
or contact Doris Andoni at: .

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=32577
housing.landmanagement @unece.org

 For more information, please visit: 
.http://www.unece.org/thepep/en/welcome.html

http://twitter.com/UN_ECE
https://www.facebook.com/pages/UNECE/332016013671
http://www.youtube.com/user/UNECE
http://vkontakte.ru/club30841301
http://www.internal-displacement.org
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/documents/2013/ece.hbp.2013.02.e.pdf
http://www.emdat.be/result-country-profile?disgroup=natural&country=usa&period=2012$2012
http://www.emdat.be/result-country-profile?disgroup=natural&country=usa&period=2012$2012
http://www.emdat.be/result-country-profile?disgroup=natural&country=usa&period=2012$2012
http://www.internal-displacement.org
http://www.internal-displacement.org
http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=32577
http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=32577
mailto:housing.landmanagement @unece.org
http://www.unece.org/thepep/en/welcome.html

