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Contribute to UNECE World Habitat Day Exhibition, 
“Building the Future We Want”

World Habitat Day

On the occasion of World Habitat Day, the UNECE Housing and Land 
Management Unit plans to organize a photo exhibition, “Building the Future 
We Want”. The exhibition will display pictures of sustainable buildings from 
the region at the Palais des Nations, where delegates and guests can enjoy it 
for almost a whole month, from 24 September to 15 October 2012. 

All UNECE member States interested in contributing to the exhibition can do 
so by 15 August through sending a high-quality picture of a sustainable 
building from their country, together, with a short text (maximum 500 
words) explaining its history. To do so, please click on the following web link:  

.  UNECE-World Habitat Day-2012

For more detailed information about the event, please contact Nina Peeva at:
 .nina.peeva@unece.org

Adaptation of Transport Networks to Climate
Change Conference — July 2012

Transport

With support from the UNECE Transport Division, a unique conference held 
in Greece brought climate change adaptation issues to the forefront of 
discussion for more than 70 international experts. The conference, designed 
to raise awareness and build capacity on climate change adaptation issues, 
was hosted by the Evros Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the 
Hellenic Chambers Transport Association, with the support of the Hellenic 
Ministry of Infrastructure, Transport and Networks and the Hellenic Ministry 
of Environment, Energy and Climate Change, as well as the UNECE 
Transport Division. The event will help with the identification of existing best 
practices in national climate change adaptation policies for transport 
networks.

Participants from the public and private sectors of European and non- 
European countries were present, as well as delegations from several 
ministries of transport and public works from various countries. The 
conference took place during the last week of June in Alexandroupolis, 
Greece. 

Climate change adaptation refers to the ability of a system, in this case 
transport networks, to adjust to climate change in order to moderate 
potential damage and/or take advantage of opportunities. Outcomes of the 
conference included:

General agreement that there is an urgent need to prepare appropriate 

policy actions and exchange information about climate change adaptation 
best practices and that Governments should be better informed about 
climate change and its impacts on transport networks. 

Concern that among the existing National Adaptation Programmes of 

Actions developed within the framework of United Nations initiatives, 
none contain explicit references to transport infrastructure.

Ÿ

Ÿ

https://www.yousendit.com/transfer.php?action=dropbox&dropbox=UNECE-WorldHabitatDay-2012
mailto:nina.peeva@unece.org


Follow UNECE on:Information Service  
United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)
CH-1211 Geneva 10 - Switzerland

Tel.: +41 (0) 22 917 44 44
Fax: +41 (0) 22 917 05 05
E-mail: info.ece@unece.org
http://www.unece.org

World Population Day, 11 July, is being held in 2012 under the theme, 
“Universal Access to Reproductive Health Services”. UNECE is taking stock 
and gearing up to address the challenges faced in the region, in particular 
disparities in access to and quality of reproductive services for women.

Worldwide, reproductive health problems remain the leading cause of ill 
health and death for women of childbearing age. Nearly 800 women die 
every day in the process of giving life. About 1.8 billion young people are 
entering their reproductive years, often without the knowledge, skills and 
services they need to protect themselves. The UNECE region is faced with 
large disparities regarding reproductive health: for instance, in CIS 
countries, on average 23 maternal deaths occur per 100,000 live births, 
whereas in the EU it is only six (2010). 

Reproductive health is at the heart of development, an interdependence that 
was acknowledged at the 1994 International Conference on Population and 
Development (ICPD), a milestone event in the history of population and 
development. It marked a shift away from top-down population policies 
towards an approach of empowering people, enabling them to take informed 
decisions. A total of 179 Governments signed up to the ICPD Programme of 
Action. The benchmarks agreed in Cairo at the ICPD, together with 
benchmarks adopted at ICPD+5, became key elements of the Millennium 
Development Goals designed in 2000. In 2012, the ICPD Beyond 2014 
Review has been launched and the UNECE secretariat will lead the process in 
the region. The Review aims to take stock of progress made and challenges 
faced in implementing the ICPD programme as a basis to define the post 
2014-agenda. 

A Global Survey will be conducted with regional commissions, including 
UNECE, coordinating implementation in their respective regions. The Survey 
questionnaire will be disseminated during the second half of July 2012. 
UNECE member States will be requested to complete the Global Survey 
questionnaire by the end of October 2012 — a process that should include 
national stakeholder meetings to validate responses. Based on a thorough 
analysis of country data, a regional report will be prepared by UNECE and a 
regional population conference is expected to take place in July 2013 to 
discuss outcomes as well as the way forward. 

The regional process will feed in to the global review process, which will 
culminate in an analytical global report with recommendations, and a shorter 
report by the Secretary-General which will be considered by both the forty-
seventh session of the Commission on Population and Development in 2014 
and a United Nations General Assembly special session, tentatively planned 
for 24 September of the same year.  

For more information on the UNECE’s work on population:
 . 

For more information on World Population Day: 
.

http://www.unece.org/pau/welcome.html

http://www.unfpa.org/public/world-population-day

World Population Day 2012  Health
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Consensus that transport infrastructure planner/designers need to take 
into account regional climate change projections and their potential 
impacts from the planning stage. 

Agreement that integrated waterway planning and management will be 
needed to off-set even the smallest variation in water levels due to 
climate change impacts. 

The conference will also significantly contribute to the work of a Group of 
Experts established by the Inland Transport Committee last year to explore 
policy-oriented recommendations to improve the long-term sustainability of 
transport.  The results of the conference will be included in the Group of 
Experts final report/publication, expected in 2013.  
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