
EXCOM welcomes Executive Secretary

UN/CEFACT DEVELOPMENTS ADVANCE 
THDURING 19  FORUM 

On 17 April EXCOM met and welcomed the new UNECE Executive Secretary Sven Alkalaj.

In his welcome remarks, Ambassador Ugljesa Ugi Zvekic, Chair of the Commission and of the 
Executive Committee of UNECE, presented the main passages of Mr. Alkalaj's long diplomatic 
career, emphasizing his personal participation in the peace settlements in Bosnia 
Herzegovina, especially the Dayton Peace Accords, the numerous national and international 
recognitions received for his work on human rights and civil behaviour, as well as his career as 
a senior manager in the industrial sector dealing with many of the issues covered by UNECE 
activities.

Mr. Alkalaj  for their warm welcome and their commitment, 
dedication and support forUNECE. He said that he would use his “experience, knowledge and 
personal contacts to push for the strengthening of economic cooperation and integration of 
the UNECE region.” Mr. Alkalaj shared with the EXCOM  his intention to steer “this 
organization in line with the Secretary-General's priorities for the next five years” and to 
”focus on building consensus and partnerships among various actors and stakeholders at all 
levels in order to achieve the goals of UNECE.” He further emphasized the importance of 
ensuring that the review of the 2005 reform process is completed in an effective manner and 
to the satisfaction of our member States.  He assured that “in the secretariat we will spare no 
effort or time to work closely with member States in order to achieve our goals.”  

The delegations of EU, Germany, Turkey, United Kingdom, Russian Federation and 
Switzerland took the floor to congratulate the newly appointed Executive Secretary and 
assure him of the full support of their countries.

During his first 10 days in office, Mr. Alkalaj received several Permanent Representatives in 
Geneva:  Ms. L. Mirachian, Italy; Mr. M. Tileuberdi, Kazakhstan; Mr. M. Maimeskul, Ukraine; 
Mr. A. Borodavkin, the Russian Federation; Mr. E. Aydogdyev, Turkmenistan; Mr. C. Strohal, 
Austria; Mr. O. Demiralp, Turkey.

During these meetings, discussions called for strengthening cooperation between the 
secretariat and the member States in areas of mutual interest. Transport, energy, water and 
the UN Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia were a

Executive Secretary Alkalaj looks forward to collaborating closely with the UNECE 
Ambassadors and he confirmed his intention to improve communication both within UNECE 
and with the member States. 
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mong the issues 
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The UN/CEFACT Forum—a meeting of experts from around the world working within the 
global remit of the United Nations Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business 

th(UN/CEFACT), an intergovernmental body of the UNECE - held its 19  session at the Palais 
des Nations in Geneva from 16 to 20 April. 

Public-private sector participants involved more than 90 business and technology experts 
from 31 UN Member States, UN and other international organizations, such as UNESCAP, ITC, 
ISO, EU and other stakeholders. Experts located around the globe also contributed through 
teleconferencing. 
 
The Forum progressed current projects and plans for future developments as well as 
maintenance of existing recommendations and standards. In particular, these efforts focus 
on business processes both for governments and for the private sector in the field of 
electronic business and trade facilitation. Volunteer experts contribute their skills and 
experience throughout the year on an ongoing basis from a wide range of domains, such as 
accounting/audit, agriculture, customs, finance/payments, government, insurance, 
international trade procedures, procurement, supply chain management and transport.  
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thThe upcoming 20  UN/CEFACT Forum will be held in Vienna (September 17- 21, 2012). 
Additional information can be found at:

 .www.unece.org/cefact/index.html
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UNECE/FAO Green Economy Policy Debate on
Wood Energy - 8 May 2012 

IAEA to finalize mapping and testing of UNFC for 
nuclear fuel resources

The objective of this policy debate is to provide policymakers in the UNECE region with a 
set of views from a wide group of involved sectors to address the economic, social and 
environmental aspects of the growing demand for and use of wood for energy.

The event is part of a series of workshops on the Green Economy that will be held in the 
run up to Rio+20 and afterwards.  It follows up on the seminar on 

, held on 4 April.  Future sessions will 
include in particular a seminar on the recovery of real estate markets (June) and on the 
role of cities in a Green Economy (September).

Greening homes in the 
UNECE region: case studies, actions and financing

 

The second International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) consultancy meeting on 
“Mapping and Testing of UNFC-2009 for Nuclear Fuel Resources” will be held at the Palais 
des Nations, Geneva, 30 April to 1 May.  Organized in collaboration with UNECE's 
Sustainable Energy Division, experts will attend from Australia, Brazil, China, 
Kazakhstan, Portugal, South Africa and the United States of America, as well as from the 
IAEA, the UNECE Expert Group on Resource Classification and the UNECE secretariat. 
The meeting has been scheduled immediately before the annual session of the Expert 
Group on Resource Classification (Geneva, 2-4 May) to allow the uranium and thorium 
experts to provide input to the Expert Group discussions. 

Amongst the aims of the IAEA consultancy meeting are to: 
 complete the review of the existing nuclear fuel resource classification scheme vis-à-
vis the United Nations Framework Classification for Fossil Energy and Mineral 
Reserves and Resources 2009 (UNFC); 
 formulate an action plan for mapping and testing of nuclear fuel resources to the 
UNFC in national environments; 
 formulate the structure and content of regional training courses and workshops on 
the UNFC to be organized under IAEA technical cooperation programmes in Member 
States;
 provide feedback to the Expert Group for improving the UNFC and on the formulation 
of generic guidelines applicable for nuclear fuel resources; 
 draft the structure and scope of a future IAEA technical publication based on the 
application of the UNFC for nuclear fuel resources.  

Comprehensive and up-to-date information on worldwide nuclear fuel resources is 
crucial for planning and implementation of nuclear energy programmes. This is 
especially true in times of accelerated nuclear energy development, so that sufficient 
uranium resources and supply can be assured for the large number of nuclear power 
plants being planned in many countries. IAEA, since its inception has been informing its 
Member States on aspects of uranium resources through the biannual Nuclear Energy 
Agency (NEA)/IAEA Uranium: Resources, Production and Demand (Red Book) and on-
line World Distribution of Uranium Deposits (UDEPO). Application of a universally 
acceptable scheme for reporting by the IAEA and those reporting national resource 
estimates will provide a uniform level of confidence in definition of all resource 
categories. The UNFC is such a scheme for classifying petroleum and solid minerals, 
including energy minerals reserves and resources, at the global level. 

Correlation of the UNFC with the IAEA/NEA and national classification systems will allow 
a higher level of quality to be assigned to uranium and thorium resource estimates. This 
will help in bringing in elements of modern developments in mineral resource 
classification to nuclear fuel resource estimates and make the long-term supply and 
demand studies more reliable. 

The UNFC has been developed by the Expert Group on Resource Classification to 
enhance international communication by providing a simple, generic classification 
framework for the reporting of fossil energy and mineral reserves and resources. 

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

Green Economy

Energy

Additional quantities in place

Other combinations

Extracted quantities

Codification (E1;F2;G3)

Commercial projects

Potentially commercial projects

Non-commercial projects

Exploration projects

Geological knowledge

Sales
Production

So
cio

-e
co

no
mi

c v
iab

ilit
y

Project feasibility

Non-sales
Production

For more information, please visit:  
or contact Charlotte Griffiths at: .

http://unece.org/energy/se/reserves.html
reserves.energy@unece.org

For more information and registration, please visit:
.http://www.unece.org/energy-debate-2012.html
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