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UN REGIONAL COMMISSIONS TO PREPARE ROAD MAP FOR IMPROVED
 SINGLE WINDOW FACILITIES AND INFORMATION EXCHANGE IN GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAINS

The “Global Trade Facilitation Conference on Single 
Window and Supply Chains in the next decade”, which 
ended on 13 December in Geneva, requested the United 
Nations regional commissions to prepare a road map for 
enhanced Single Windows and information exchange in 
global supply chains. The road map will outline options for 
further developing Single Window facilities and permitting 
greater collaboration between these facilities in a regional 
and global context. It 
w i l l  e x p l o r e  
requirements for an 
i n t e g r a t e d  S i n g l e  
Window approach 
working across Trade, 
Maritime and Port 
Community Systems 
a l o n g  t h e  e n t i r e  
supply chain. 

T h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
trade Single Window is 
a facility for the single 
submission of trade 
information for export, 
import and transit 
information.  The road 
map will also explore 

the possibilities offered by new concepts and technologies 
such as “data pipelines” and cloud computing offer for 
smarter information exchange across global supply chains. 
It will be drawn up in close consultation with all key 
stakeholders and will be presented at next year's joint UN 
regional commission conference on trade facilitation.

This year's conference took place in Geneva on 12-13 
December. Organized by the five UN regional commissions, 
it was part of a new interregional initiative, the "Joint UN 
Regional Commissions' Approach on Trade Facilitation". It 
was attended by over 200 representatives from all five 
continents.

According to some of the 200 representatives from 
government, the business community and international 
organizations from 51 countries which attended the 
conference, Single Window implementation has been a real 
success story across the world.  As a result, clearance times 
and trade transaction costs have been drastically reduced. 
To share country experiences in this area, the regional 
commissions were asked to create a central repository for 
Single Window case stories from across the globe.   

     For more information, please visit:

or contact Tom Butterly at: 
.

http://www.unece.org/swglobalconference2011

Tom.Butterly@unece.org

http://www.unece.org/swglobalconference2011
http://www.unece.org/swglobalconference2011
mailto:tom.butterly@unece.org
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The Innovation Forum, which was held in Astana on 5-6 December 2011, aimed to 
showcase the achievements of the Republic of Kazakhstan in its 20 years of 
independence and outline future plans for the promotion of innovation.  In this 
important forum and in the presence of Prime Minister Karim Massimov and other 
members of the Government of Kazakhstan, UNECE presented the preliminary results 
of the Innovation Performance Review of Kazakhstan. The aim of this participatory 

policy advisory project, which has been conducted in close cooperation with the national authorities, is to provide a number of 
policy options and recommendations to encourage innovation activity in the country, following a comprehensive assessment of 
the factors that determine innovation performance.

The main conclusions and recommendations of the Review were already discussed at the 6th session of the UNECE Committee on 
Economic Cooperation and Integration, Geneva, 30 November – 2 December 2011, with the participation of international experts 
and representatives of the Government of Kazakhstan. The final version of the Innovation Performance Review of Kazakhstan will 
be released as a UNECE publication in early 2012. UNECE and the National Innovation Fund of Kazakhstan, which was the organizer 
of the Innovation Forum in Astana, are also discussing possible follow up actions to disseminate the results of the Review and 
contribute to the implementation of its recommendations.

The Innovation Performance Review of Kazakhstan is the second in a series that was initiated in 2010 with the preparation of the 
Innovation Performance Review of Belarus, thanks to the financial support of the Eurasian Development Bank.  

UNECE organized an International Conference on 
K nowledge-based Development  and Innovat ive  
Entrepreneurship in Baku from 24 to 25 November. The 
Conference brought together over 100 participants: high-
level policy-makers; government experts; representatives 
from academia and the business sector from 21 UNECE 
member States.

In his opening speech, UNECE Executive Secretary Ján Kubiš 
underlined the role of information and communication 
technologies (ICT) as facilitators of innovation and their 
contribution to the creation of new business models that can 
shake up entire economic sectors. Collaboration at the 
national and the international level between different 
stakeholders was highlighted as a key factor determining 
overall innovation performance. 

Diversification of economic activities through knowledge-
based development is an important component of the 
strategic policy agenda of many resource-rich transition 
economies in the region. H.E. Mr. Ali Abbashov, Minister of 
Communications and Information Technologies of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, stressed the relevance of innovation 
as a means of economic diversification  thus overcoming 
strong dependence on oil and gas.
 
Mr. Hamadoun Touré, Secretary General of the International 
Telecommunication Union, highlighted the need for 
affordable broadband access to all, in particular to young 
entrepreneurs, to facilitate innovative entrepreneurship. 
Public-private partnerships (PPP) can be used to develop the 
necessary infrastructure. 

Participants at the Conference exchanged views on the role of 
public policies to foster innovation, in particular the 
opportunities and challenges faced by countries with 
economies in transition. They discussed major challenges and 
policy options concerning the development of innovative 
entrepreneurship, and considered the legal and regulatory 

UNECE PRESENTS THE INNOVATION PERFORMANCE REVIEW OF 
KAZAKHSTAN AT THE INNOVATION FORUM IN ASTANA

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON KNOWLEDGE-BASED 
DEVELOPMENT AND INNOVATIVE ENTREPRENEURSHIP

For more information please watch the interview (in Russian) with Rumen Dobrinsky, 
UNECE Director of Economic Cooperation and Integration, on UNECE's .YouTube channel

Presentations made at the Conference are available at: 
.http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=26235

c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  
e n t e r p r i s e  
development and 
commercialization 
of applied research 
r e s u l t s .  T h e  
Conference also 
discussed how to 
strengthen linkages between firms and knowledge-
generating partners and the creation of an environment 
favouring the establishment of start- ups and academic spin- 
offs.  

As concrete outcomes of the Conference, the Government of 
Azerbaijan decided to undertake an Innovation Performance 
Review and invited UNECE to provide the necessary  support. 
The country will also establish a PPP Specialist Centre for ICT 
within the UNECE PPP Initiative. The proposed Specialist 
Centre will, among other things, become the repository of 
international best practice in PPP in ICT infrastructure. 

The Conference was organized in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Communications and Information Technologies, 
and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Government of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan. The Conference took place as part of 
the activities of the Project Working Group on Knowledge-
based Development within the framework of the United 
Nations Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia 
(SPECA).
 

The main results of the Conference were reported to the 
UNECE Committee on Economic Cooperation and 
Integration at its sixth session (30 November-2 December) 
and will be also presented to the fifth session of the SPECA 
Project Working Group on Knowledge-based Development 
in 2012.  
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