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UNECE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY JÁN KUBIŠ APPOINTED SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
SECRETARY GENERAL AND HEAD OF THE UN ASSISTANCE MISSION IN AFGHANISTAN

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-moon, announced on 23 
November the appointment of Ján Kubiš, UNECE Executive Secretary since 2009, as 
his Special Representative and head of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan 
(UNAMA). 

Ján Kubiš, 59, succeeds Staffan de Mistura who completes his term on 31 December 
2011. He intends to assume his new responsibilities in the second half of January 
2012. 

Announcing the appointment in a statement, the Secretary-General noted that Mr. 
Kubiš has more than three decades of experience in diplomacy, foreign security 
policy and international economic relations. 

On 5 December, a major international conference on Afghanistan’s future direction 
will be held in Bonn, Germany, focusing on helping the country on the path towards 
greater democracy, stability, security and economic development.  
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The Regional Preparatory Meeting for the United 
Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD, Rio+20) 
for the UNECE region will take place at the Palais des 
Nations, Room XVIII, on 1-2 December 2011.

About 300 delegates representing governments, 
intergovernmental organizations, UN agencies, and civil 
society organizations will gather to identify the specific 
challenges and priorities of the UNECE region with regard 
to the Rio+20 Conference. The results of the meeting, 
including policy recommendations and good practices, will 
be transmitted to the global preparatory process and 
presented at the Second Intersessional Meeting for UNCSD 
(New York, 15–16 December 2011).

The United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development is scheduled to take place in Rio de Janeiro 
(Brazil) from 20-22 June 2012. Twenty years after the 1992 
Earth Summit in Rio, where countries adopted Agenda 21 – 
a blueprint to rethink economic growth, advance social 
equity and ensure environmental protection - the UN is 
again bringing together governments, international 
institutions, the private sector, NGOs and other 
stakeholders to agree on a range of measures that can 
reduce poverty while promoting decent jobs, clean energy 
and a more sustainable and fair use of resources. 

The official discussions will focus on two main themes:  

   how to build a green economy to achieve sustainable 
development and lift people out of poverty, including 
support for developing countries that will allow them 
to find a green path for development; 

how to improve coordination for sustainable 
development at international, regional and national 
levels. 

The Regional Preparatory 
Meeting for the UNECE region 
was mandated by the UN 
General Assembly as part of 
the preparatory activities in all 
r e g i o n s  fo r  t h e  R i o + 2 0  
Conference. The meeting will 
be co-chaired by deputy-
ministers from Poland and 
Kazakhstan. The Secretary-
G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  R i o + 2 0  
Conference, United Nations 
Under-Secretary General Mr. 
Sha Zukang, will participate in 
the meeting.

The meeting will tackle the same issues as the Rio+20 
Conference itself, however, with a focus on measures 
required and existing good practices in the UNECE region. 

At the Seventh Ministerial Conference “Environment for 
Europe” that took place in Astana/Kazakhstan in September 
2011, the Ministers of the  Environment from the UNECE 
region declared "We agree to take the lead in the transition 
to a green economy and to make a substantive contribution 
to the discussions on green economy within the context of 
sustainable development and poverty alleviation at the 
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  S u s t a i n a b l e  
Development….”. The Regional Preparatory Meeting will 
build on the Astana outcomes on green economy. It will 
furthermore assess how developed countries from the 
UNECE region can assist poorer countries in and beyond the 
region in their transition to a green economy.  

UNECE REGION PREPARES FOR RIO+20 CONFERENCE ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
PALAIS DES NATIONS, 1-2 DECEMBER 2011

For further information, please visit: 
or contact Monika Linn at: .

http://www.unece.org/env/sustainabledevelopment/rpm2011/rpm2011.html
monika.linn@unece.org

http://www.unece.org/env/sustainabledevelopment/rpm2011/rpm2011.html
mailto:monika.linn@unece.org
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COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND INTEGRATION WILL 
DISCUSS INNOVATION PERFORMANCE REVIEW OF KAZAKHSTAN AND 
UNECE PPP INITIATIVE

UNECE HELPS BROKER NEW SHARED STRATEGIC VISION 
FOR MANAGEMENT OF THE DRIN RIVER BASIN

     

The main outcomes of the 
“Innovation Performance 
Review of Kazakhstan”, 
i n c l u d i n g  p r e l i m i n a r y  
c o n c l u s i o n s  a n d  
recommendations, will be 
discussed in the first part of 
the substantive segment of 
the sixth session of the 
Committee on Economic 
C o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  
Integration (CECI) on 30 
November. The Review was 

launched in 2011 by the secretariat at the request of the 
Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

The second part of the substantive segment, which will take 
place on 1 December, will provide an overview of the UNECE 
PPP Initiative, composed of the PPP Toolkit for capacity 
building and the proposed International PPP Centre of 
Excellence. Once operational, the Centre of Excellence with 
its specialist and regional training centres, will become a 
one-stop-shop for the delivery of capacity building, training 
and policy advisory services to member States. The national 
PPP Readiness Assessments, a policy advisory service 
provided by UNECE will also be presented at this session.  
The aim of this new initiative is to identify the challenges 
that a country may face in attracting private capital for its 

infrastructure development, consider areas where potential 
infrastructure pilot projects could be procured through the 
PPP model, and agree on a strategic plan of action for PPP 
development in the country. 

The discussion on PPP will also include two roundtables. In 
the first roundtable, representatives of member States will 
discuss their vision, support, plans and current status in the 
development of specialist and regional training centres. The 
second roundtable will consider the potential use of the 
PPP model in the reconstruction of the tsunami-hit region 
of Japan, and give an account of the recent visit to this 
disaster-affected area by a UNECE-led delegation of 
international PPP experts and practitioners. Finally, 
participants will also be briefed on the premier global PPP 
conference "PPP Days 2012" co-hosted at the Palais des 
Nations in Geneva on 21-24 February 2012 by UNECE 
together with the World Bank and the Asian Development 
Bank, with the support of the Swiss Government and the 
International Finance Corporation.

At its sixth session, CECI will also review the work carried out 
after the 2005 ECE reform and debate the programme of 
work for 2012-2013.  The Committee will also discuss the 
biennial evaluation of the subprogramme for 2010-2011 
and the plan for 2012-2013. The session will be held in Salle 
VII, Palais des Nations.  
For more information, please visit:

.
 

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=25747

The five Drin River Riparian countries signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding on a Shared Strategic 
Vision for the Sustainable Management of the Drin River 
Basin on 25 November 2011 in Tirana. The aim of this MoU is 
to protect the shared water resources of the basin, which 
provides water resources in various forms (drinking water, 
agriculture, fisheries, industry and hydropower) for about 
1.5 million people. Recent floods, in particular, have 
highlighted the need for such closer transboundary 
cooperation.

Fatmir Mediu, Minister of Environment, Forests and Water 
Administration, Albania; Abdilaqim Ademi, Minister of 
Environment and Physical Planning, The former Yugoslavia 
Republic of  Macedonia; Ilir Mirena, Deputy Minister of 
Environment and Spatial Planning, Kosovo (United Nations 
administered region, Security Council resolution 1244); 
Andreas Andreadakis, Special Secretary for Water, Ministry 
of Environment,  Energy and Climate Change, Greece, and 
Velizar Vojinovic, Deputy Minister of Agricultural and Rural 
Devevelopment, Montenegro, signed the Memorandum, 
which represents a significant step forward in the 
development of transboundary cooperation in the Drin 
Basin.

The Drin Dialogue, which was set up to look into the many 
competing interests and challenges facing Riparians, was 
facilitated by the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (UNECE) and the Global Water Partnership-
Mediterranean. 

Competing uses for the water resources of the basin need 
to be addressed. Hydropower is of particular importance, 
with major dams and associated power stations in the 

former Yugoslav 
R e p u b l i c  o f  
Macedonia and 
in Albania, where 
hydropower accounts for more than 85 per cent of the total 
electricity supply. In addition, the basin faces a number of 
threats to its water quality, such as pollution from 
agriculture and discharges of untreated wastewater from 
cities. The exceptional biodiversity and endemic species of 
the Drin Basin are also under threat without improved and 
coordinated management of the ecosystem.  

The Shared Strategic Vision identifies the challenges at the 
transboundary level and lays out the actions that need to 
be taken to address them, such as:

  Improving access to comprehensive data and 
adequate information  
 Developing cooperation and measures to minimize 
flooding
 Improving management and appropriate disposal of 
solid wastes

 Decreasing pollution of nutrients and hazardous 
substances such as heavy metals and pesticides
 Minimizing the effects of the building of dams and 
other changes of the water system. 

The Shared Strategic Vision includes specific objectives in 
the short, medium and long term and institutes the Drin 
Core Group with representation from all Riparians to 
manage its implementation.  

For more information, please contact Bo Libert at:  
.bo.libert@unece.org
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