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2011 SPECA ECONOMIC FORUM MARKS 20 YEARS 
OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION IN CENTRAL ASIA

“20 Years of Regional Economic 
Cooperation and Integration in 
C e n t r a l  A s i a :  S u c c e s s e s ,  
Challenges and Prospects”. This 
was the theme of the 2011 
Economic Forum of the UN Special 
Programme for the Economies of 
Central Asia (SPECA), which took 
place in Ashgabat on 10 and 11 
November. The Economic Forum 

thwas followed by the 6  session of 
the SPECA Governing Council in the afternoon of 11 
November. Both events were hosted by the Government 
of Turkmenistan, the country chairing SPECA in 2011. 

In his opening address to the 
E c o n o m i c  F o r u m ,  M r .  
Annamuhammet Gochiyev, 
Deputy Chairman of the 
Cabinet of Ministers of 
Turkmenistan, emphasized 
that strengthening regional 
cooperation is a key foreign 
pol ic y object ive of  his  
country. In his statement, 
UNECE Executive Secretary 
Mr. Ján Kubiš congratulated 
Central Asian countries on 

the twentieth anniversary of their independence, which 
prompted SPECA to undertake a review of the progress 
achieved in regional economic cooperation in the last 
two decades and lay out a shared vision of further steps, 
including the role of the Programme in facilitating closer 
regional cooperation and integration. He underlined 
that SPECA, supported by the two Regional 
Commissions, has the mandate and capacity to assist its 
member countries in addressing the complex 
challenges that they face. He also recalled a recent 
statement by United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon:  “Many of the norms and standards developed 
first by UNECE are being used more and more by the 
European Union and more recently, by the Eurasian 
Economic Community and the Customs Union. This is a 
genuine contribution to stronger economic cooperation 
and integration.” Finally, the Executive Secretary 
underlined: “By inviting Afghanistan to join SPECA, 
member countries tasked the Programme to actively 
contribute to the building of a constructive and 
supportive relationship between countries of the region 
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– as proposed by the Declaration on 
the Istanbul Process on Regional 
Security and Cooperation for a 
Secure and Stable Afghanistan, 
adopted on 2 November this year.” 
In his address Mr. Shun-ichi Murata, 
Deputy Executive Secretary of 
ESCAP, reiterated the full support of 
ESCAP to SPECA, demonstrated, 
among others, by the opening of 
the ESCAP Subregional Office for 

North and Central Asia in Almaty that will support 
programme implementation in the SPECA framework.  

Economic cooperation is key to the stability and 
security of the region
High-level representatives of the Governments of SPECA 
member countries, neighbouring countries and several 
regional organizations – the European Union, the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization, EurAsEC, the 
Commonwealth of Independent States, the International 
Fund for Saving the Aral Sea and the OSCE – participated 
in the Forum. Their statements highlighted the 
importance of economic cooperation and integration in 
maintaining the competitiveness, rapid economic 
development, stability and security of the region. The 
Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for 
Central Asia and Head of the UN Regional Centre for 
Preventive Diplomacy, Ambassador Miroslav Jenèa, 
pointed to the role of economic cooperation and 
integration in strengthening regional stability and 
security. 

A senior staff member of the UN Assistance Mission in 
Afghanistan emphasized the contribution of economic 
cooperation with the countries of Central Asia to the 
stabilization and sustainable economic development of 
Afghanistan. Speakers at the Forum included the UN 
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Comparative Regional Integration Studies of the United 
Nations University, UNIDO, UN Women, the International 
Trade Centre and USAID, as well as representatives of the 
private sector, the civil society and academia. 

In his conclusions, the Chairman hailed the 
overwhelming support by participants to the further 
strengthening of economic cooperation among Central 
Asian countries. He noted the importance of modern and 
effective legal and institutional frameworks for regional 
cooperation and emphasized that the two Regional 
Commissions – UNECE and ESCAP, through SPECA – 
provide highly effective support to regional cooperation 
in Central Asia by producing norms, standards, 
regulations, policy recommendations, guides 
and best practices that help to foster growth 
and sustainable development. They offer some 
unique legal instruments – conventions and 
agreements in the areas of transport, trade 
facilitation, environment and water, and are 
setting global benchmarks in areas like 
statistics, energy efficiency, housing, forestry 
and public-private partnership. 

Turkmenistan re-elected as chair of SPECA for 2012
Mr. Rashid Meredov, Deputy Chairman of the Cabinet of 
Ministers and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan, 

thchaired the 6  session of the SPECA Governing Council. In 
his opening statement, the Deputy Prime Minister 
pointed out the need for new approaches and new 
perspectives, while supporting regional cooperation 
within the SPECA framework. The follow-up meeting of 
the 2010 SPECA Economic Forum in June 2011 in 
Ashgabat, focusing on regional cooperation in support 
of the stabilization of Afghanistan, was a good example 
of adding a new perspective to activities within the 
Programme. Building on the outcomes of the Istanbul 
Summit held on 2 November 2011 and the upcoming 
meeting on Afghanistan on 5 December in Bonn, SPECA 
should become an effective framework for supporting 
the socio-economic rehabilitation of Afghanistan. He 
expressed the willingness of his Government to continue 
chairing the Programme for 2012.

The Governing Council noted with satisfaction the broad 
range of activities carried out by the six SPECA Project 
Working Groups and adopted the SPECA Work Plan for 
2012-2013. Strengthening energy security, continued 
support to the development of Eurasian transport 
corridors and improving the legal and institutional 
frameworks for regional water resources management 
were mentioned by several delegations as key areas 
where SPECA could contribute even more effectively to 
regional economic cooperation in the future. 

SPECA was established in 1998 by the Presidents of Central Asian States and is supported by the 
UNECE and ESCAP. Its main goals are to assist its member States to strengthen mutually beneficial 
regional cooperation and to promote their economic development and integration in the global 
economy. Its member States are Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 

Meeting documents are available at: 
. www.unece.org/speca

The Representative of the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan requested the inclusion of more 
focused projects in Part II of the SPECA Work Plan “A Plan 
of Action to Strengthen Stability and Sustainable 
Development of Afghanistan through Regional 
Economic Cooperation in Central Asia”, that could 
produce tangible results within a relatively short period. 

The positive role of the Turkmen Chairmanship of SPECA 
in 2011 was also noted, particularly the search for new 
solutions to the situation in Afghanistan, whose 
representatives underlined the significance of the 
support received from Central Asian republics to its 
socio-economic development. The proposal by 

Turkmenistan to provide a 
venue for high-level inter-
Afghan talks under the 
aegis of the UN was also 
mentioned. These elements 
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
unanimous re-election of 
Turkmenistan as chair of 
SPECA for 2012. 

The Governing Council heard and discussed reports on 
cooperation between SPECA and its partner 
organizations and the opening of the ESCAP Subregional 
Office for North and Central Asia in Almaty.  It 
encouraged “UNECE and ESCAP to provide active 
support through SPECA, in its capacity as member of the 
High-Level Core Group of RECCA, to the preparation and 
conduct of the next Regional Economic Cooperation 
Conference on Afghanistan to be hosted by the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan in Dushanbe.” 
Finally, it accepted the invitation of the Secretariat of 

thESCAP to host the 7  session of the Governing Council 
and the 2012 SPECA Economic Forum in Bangkok.    
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