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THUNECE HOSTS THE 6  ANNUAL PICARD CONFERENCE 
(PARTNERSHIP IN CUSTOMS ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT)

GENEVA, 14-16 SEPTEMBER 2011
National and international challenges relating to 
coordinated border management, per formance 
measurement in Customs, best practices in economic 
recovery and poverty reduction, capacity-building, 
education and integrity in Customs were discussed by 
around 150 delegates from Customs and academic circles 
worldwide at the PICARD2011 
Conference. This event was organized 
jointly by the Cross-border Research 
Association, the World Customs 
Organization, the International 
Network of Customs Universities and 
the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE). 

The agenda focused on the key issues 
related to border crossing facilitation 
– the area which is high on the UNECE 
agenda since its very establishment in 1947. In his opening 
remarks, Andrey Vasilyev, UNECE Deputy Executive 
Secretary, briefed the Conference on the related UNECE 
activities and highlighted the global role of the UNECE 
conventions and recommendations on trade and transport 
facilitation. Eva Molnar, Director, UNECE Transport Division, 
further elaborated on two important legal instruments: the 

1975 TIR Convention on Customs transit and the 1982 
International Convention on the Harmonization of Frontier 
Controls of Goods which provides a sound legal basis for 
coordinated border management. She called upon all 
participants to promote these Conventions worldwide and 
to assist UNECE in the development of a set of cross-border 

indicators to measure and benchmark 
the performance of control authorities 
at border crossings.     

The Conference also discussed how to 
find a delicate balance between 
facilitation and security. In this regard, 
risk analysis and modern technologies 
were considered essential. However, 
for their efficient and effective 
application Customs administrations 
should have at their disposal well-

trained, highly motivated and honest staff. Therefore, 
integrity, knowledge, education and capacity building in the 
field of Customs are the sine qua non of success. These goals 
cannot be achieved without close cooperation between the 
academic world and Customs, being the major objective of 
PICARD.    

WHAT ACTIONS ARE NEEDED TO BOOST WOMEN'S 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEVELOPMENT IN CENTRAL ASIA?
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This question was tackled at a Policy Seminar on Women's 
Entrepreneurship Development in Central Asia organized 
by UNECE and the UNDP Regional Office for Europe and CIS 
on 19 September 2011 in Geneva. The one-day seminar 
brought together policy makers, representatives from 
women's business associations, gender and finance experts 
from Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, as well as experts from 
international and regional organizations. 

Participants discussed the findings and policy implications 
of new research assessing the business environment for 
women entrepreneurs in the region, and highlighted the 
challenges faced by women entrepreneurs in rural areas. 

For more information, please visit: .http://www.unece.org/gender/policyseminar

New projects, initiatives and policy strategies to enhance 
women's access to finance, training and advisory services 
were presented. Participants called for comprehensive and 
integrated measures to provide new opportunities for and 
support to women entrepreneurs in Central Asia. It was 
stressed that while recent policy reforms and initiatives are 
improving the business environment for small and medium 
sized businesses and the importance of women's 
contribution to economic development in the region is 
increasingly recognized, more decisive actions and a long 
term gender-sensitive policy strategy are needed to boost 
opportunities for women.  

http://www.unece.org/gender/policyseminar
http://www.unece.org/gender/policyseminar
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REGULATORS WANT TO SEE A "COMMON REGULATORY FRAMEWORK" FOR 
PRODUCTS USED IN MINES, OIL PLATFORMS AND CHEMICAL PLANTS

Regulators of products used in mines, oil platforms and 
chemical plants from Australia, Brazil, the European Union, the 
Russian Federation, and the United States agree that products 
used in these dangerous facilities need a common regulatory 
framework and that countries can reach this objective in the 
medium term. 

The regulators were speaking at a meeting 
organized jointly by the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) 
a n d  b y  t h e  I E C E x  ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Electrotechnical Commission System for 
Certification to Standards relating to 
E q u i p m e n t  f o r  u s e  i n  E x p l o s i v e  
Atmospheres) on 7 - 8 September 2011 in 
Split, Croatia. In the words of the policy-
makers, “global harmonisation promoted 
and adopted at UNECE is beneficial”, in 
particular because it “allows for reduced 
government liability without increasing risk 
to workers, and consequently enables authorities to allocate 
more resources to field work” and it is “fully consistent with 
international obligations under the WTO agreement”. 

More in detail, the sector of concern is “equipment used in 
environments with an explosive atmosphere”. This term 
indicates all equipment used in such high-risk environments 
as mines, refineries and chemical plants, as well as offshore 
facilities and vessels. The equipment used there must be 
sufficiently safe to offer protection to workers, the natural 
environment and the communities living close by. However, 
care also must be taken to avoid repeated testing that does not 
afford any extra safety but merely adds to costs. 

Through its Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and 
Standardization Policies, UNECE has drawn up a regulatory 
model that provides for adequate risk mitigation, and does not 
create excessive costs or red tape for business. The model is 
based on international standards and the certification scheme 
under the IECEx, as well as best practice relating to the 
organization of inspections and market surveillance activities 

developed by the WP. 6. 

The UNECE model is available to all United 
Nations Member States. Countries that have 
no “normative framework” in the explosive-
equipment sector can use this model as a 
blueprint for legislation. If they already have 
such a framework, they could consider 
converging towards the international model. 
Once the model has been adopted as national 
legislation, goods will be exchanged after 
certification in the exporting market. 

The model covers a large spectrum of products: in fact, every 
appliance used in such an environment may need to be 
certified as safe, depending on the regulations in force. These 
appliances may be very simple, such as light switches or 
helmets equipped with a light bulb, or very complex, such as 
telephones, instrumentation measurement systems, or 
excavators. 

The model will be further promoted to countries from other 
regions. The first such event will be held in Dubai, 20-21 March 
2012. The occasion will be an International Conference, jointly 
organized by the UNECE, the IECEx and the Emirates 
Authorities for Standardization and Metrology.    

     

For more information, please visit: 
.http://live.unece.org/trade/wp6/SectoralInitiatives/EquipmentForExplosiveEnvironment/SIEEE.html

Central Asia is known 
for its generous sun 
a n d  t a s t y  f r u i t s ,  
vegetables and nuts. 
H u g e  a m o u n t s  o f  
these products grow 
on the fertile irrigated 
land of the Fergana 
Valley. It's here that 
UNECE held its second 
regional workshop 
from 5-8 September. 
U N E C E  e x p e r t s  
showed growers and 
t r a d e r s  h o w  t o  

improve the commercial quality and exportability of their 
products by applying our international standards. Meeting the 
requirements of the UNECE commercial quality standards is 
crucial if countries want to access export markets. These 
standards are complementary to food-safety requirements.

The workshop made three main recommendations: that the 
Central Asian countries should set up a legal basis for 
implementing commercial quality standards; that UNECE 
standards should become part of that legal basis and, as 
national standards, become obligatory, at least for a limited 
number of priority export products; and that to ensure that the 
standards are enforced, the countries should create quality 
inspection services.  

Dried fruit and nuts market in Khujand, Tajikistan Grading and checking quality of dried apricots at 
“Barakati Isfara” company producing dried fruit

Focusing on specific 
products that have 
high export potential 
f o r  C e n t r a l  A s i a n  
countries, experts from 
several UNECE member 
States showed Tajik 
producers and traders 
how to apply UNECE 
standards for fresh and 
dried apricots, fresh 
table grapes and dried 
raisins, melons and 
watermelons, onions 
a n d  wa l n u t s . A l s o  
attending the event were experts from Armenia, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine.

Small farm-holders may find it beneficial to organize 
themselves into producer organizations with common quality 
requirements and a common quality assurance system. The 
workshop recommended that producers should be given 
training in growing and grading techniques, which should 
allow them to produce a maximum quantity of high-quality 
goods.

The countries were encouraged to actively participate in the 
work of the international organizations that develop 
standards and explanatory material. By doing so, they could 
reflect their specific growing conditions and trading practices 
in the standards and thus make their produce acceptable on 
the international market.   

More information on the workshop is available on: 

.
http://live.unece.org/trade/agr/promotion/promotioncap
acitybuilding.html

UNECE CONTINUES TO HELP CENTRAL ASIA DEVELOP
ITS EXPORTS OF FRESH AND DRIED FRUIT
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