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EXPERT GROUP ON THE UNECE WATER CONVENTION 
MEETS FOR THE FIRST TIME IN ASHGABAT
A national expert group established within the Turkmenistan 
National Water Policy Dialogue programme met for the first 
time in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, on 2 September 2011. The 
group comprised 12 experts, including two deputy ministers, 
and is supported by the UNECE Secretariat. Based on a decision 
of the Cabinet of Ministers of Turkmenistan, the group was 
established to develop proposals by the government to 
change legislation in accordance with the 1992 UNECE Water 
Convention. 

The major outcome of the meeting was the definition of the 
workplan of the group and the identification of more than 30 
legal documents to be reviewed. By the end of the year, the 
group plans to meet eight times in order to produce a report 
on the compliance of national legislation with the provisions 
of the convention and recommendations on what needs to be 
improved. 

A strength of the group is the participation of representatives 
from key decision-making bodies, such as the Mejlis 
(parliament), the ministries of water economy, nature 
protection, foreign affairs, “adalat” (justice), finance, economic 
development and agriculture. The national expert group is 
chaired by the ministry of water economy.

For more information, please visit:
 .http://www.unece.org/env/water/npd.htm

The meeting was 
possible thanks to 
t h e  f i n a n c i a l  
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
N o r w e g i a n  
Ministry of Foreign 
A f f a i r s .  T h e s e  
a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  
carried on in the 
framework of the 
EU Water Initiative. 

The National Policy 
Dialogue on water 
i s  t h e  m a i n  

operational instrument of the EU Water Initiative (EUWI), an 
international partnership that aims to contribute to the 
achievement of the water-related Millennium Development 
Goals. UNECE is the EUWI strategic partner responsible for 
coordination of National Policy Dialogues on IWMR in 
countries of Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia. 
Implementation of the EUWI National Policy Dialogues on 
IWRM is supported in 2010–2012 by the European Commission 
and the Governments of Finland, Denmark and Switzerland. 
The National Policy Dialogue in Turkmenistan is supported by 
the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  

Ján Kubiš, UNECE Executive Secretary, 
was one of the speakers of the closing 
Plenary of the FIRST SERBIA – EU 
FORUM held in Belgrade on 9 
S e p t e m b e r  u n d e r  t h e  m o t t o : 
"Overcoming the crisis, moving 
towards the European Union". 

In his address, Ján Kubiš, recalled that the EU is "the only win-
win game in this region,” i.e. a game that all participants can 
benefit from in some way. 

Turning to the cooperation between Serbia and UNECE, he 
highlighted that the activities of UNECE in providing legal 
norms, standards and best practice recommendations had 
assisted a number of the former transition economies in 
joining the European Union. He recalled that in their broad 
standardization work, the European Union and the European 
Commission have used many UNECE standards, including for 
example the UNECE legal norms on transit, vehicle standards, 
and road signs, UNECE quality standards for fresh fruit and 
vegetables or the UNECE layout for international trade 
documents. 

The Executive Secretary said that UNECE, with its five 
environmental conventions and 12 related protocols as well as 
abundant expertise and experience in regional approaches, is 
well-placed to assist Serbia in its pursuit of sustainable 
development. He stressed that as a Contracting Party, Serbia is 
working actively on the implementation of all UNECE 
environmental conventions. In this way, the country 
progressively approximates the EU legislation in the 

The Deputy Minister of Water Economy; Ahmet 
Muhammedov, and the Deputy Minister of Nature Protection; 
Dzhuma Saparmuradov, took part in the meeting

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY PARTICIPATED IN FIRST SERBIA – EU FORUM
environmental area. For instance, the UNECE project on long-
range air pollution is helping Serbia and other countries of the 
Western Balkans to comply with European norms for the 
protection of the environment.

UNECE has also contributed to the integration of Serbia into 
pan-European regional cooperation structures, by supporting 
the country's full integration into various regional initiatives 
and projects, providing assistance for the accession to the 
CEFTA free trade agreement, and the WTO negotiating process. 
UNECE has also been supporting Serbia's effort to establish a 
Single Window for export and import clearance and data 
harmonization. UNECE looks forward to supporting Serbia's 
efforts to comply with the EU's agricultural quality standards, 
which are based on UNECE standards. 

The United Nations Development Assistance Framework 
(UNDAF) programme in Serbia for the period 2011-2015 
features three major priority areas: strengthened good 
governance; sustainable development and enhanced social 
inclusion; and increased regional stability and cooperation. 
Within this national programme, UNECE committed itself to 
work toward reducing traffic accidents and casualties, in 
partnership with UNDP, WHO and other United Nations 
organizations. UNECE also provides technical assistance in 
partnership with WTO and UNDP to improve the capacity of 
public administrators in designing and implementing  Public-
Private Partnerships  projects.  

In his closing remarks, Ján Kubiš, said "I look forward to 
continuing UNECE's cooperation with Serbia. We need to work 
together for the sake of the stability and well-being of our 
region".  

     

http://www.unece.org/env/water/npd.htm
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FACTS & FIGURES NEW UNECE DATABASE TO IMPROVE MONITORING OF MDGS

LARGE POVERTY DECLINE IN SEVERAL 
UNECE COUNTRIES FROM 2002 TO 2008

The UNECE Statistical Division has launched a new 
database of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
indicators. The database contains official estimates of over a 
hundred indicators used to monitor MDGs nationally and 
internationally.

It is designed to benefit users and producers of MDG 
indicators on both national and international levels and 
help understand the different estimates that are available 
from different sources. The database also aims to alleviate 
the reporting burden of national statistical offices by 
making the national official data broadly available.

The United Nations Millennium Declaration, unanimously 
adopted by the General Assembly in 2000, resulted in the 
largest international development effort. The declaration 
identified eight time-bound goals and  set quantified 
targets. 

Monitoring the progress towards these goals is essential as 
it guides the planning and evaluation of policies and 
supports accountability of governments to citizens. 
Internationally, the monitoring results are used as criteria 
for financial and other assistance. For all these reasons, good 
and reliable statistics on progress towards MDGs need to be 
available.

Poverty data
One of the main indicators in the MDG framework is the population living below the national poverty line. In the UNECE 
region, more than 20 different definitions have been used for poverty lines. The definitions are not always clearly stated, 
but among those reported are, for example, the population living below an absolute daily income of $1.00, $1.25, $2.15, 
$2.30, $4.00 or $5.00. Each time, the conversion factors to purchasing power parity and the base years may differ. Other 
examples are relative poverty lines such as population living in households with an income that is less than 40, 50, 60, 70 
or 75 per cent of the equivalized median disposable income. Commonly used among countries in the UNECE region are 
also concepts such as the population living below an income needed to buy a food basket necessary to prevent under-
nutrition, the share living below an income needed to obtain basic needs, the share living below an income needed to 
prevent social exclusion, and many more. Many countries have published more than one definition. Additionally, the 
exact methodologies change over time and are different between countries and base years and purchasing power parity 
conversion factors are adjusted. For example, household expandable income can be measured through consumptions or 
through income. The exact questions used in surveys to obtain this information differ. The estimate can also be 
influenced by the time of conducting the survey or the length of the survey questionnaire. Even a seemingly less trivial 
poverty line of one dollar is therefore not necessarily comparable. The official international estimates aim at applying the 
same methodology and therefore tend to be more comparable.

The United Nations Statistics Division coordinates the 
monitoring process. It regularly updates a defined and 
internationally agreed set of monitoring indicators. In the 
context of the global importance of MDGs, the regional 
specificities in achieving and monitoring them are also 
widely recognized and UNECE member countries have 
requested the establishment of a regional database to 
improve the monitoring. 

Besides the official internationally agreed indicators, UNECE 
countries often use indicators by population subgroups 
and additional indicators relevant for monitoring MDGs in 
their specific situation. UNECE includes those indicators in 
the regional database if they are reported among a wider 
group of countries.

A key benefit of the UNECE regional database is the 
presentation of both the international and national official 
estimates of the monitoring indicators. Frequently, the 
values of the international and national official estimates for 
a specific monitoring indicator differ from each other 
because of different definitions, methods, primary data 
sources and reference periods. To help users interpret the 
data and the discrepancies between the estimates, UNECE 
publishes extensive additional information — metadata

.  
  — 

in the database

In the years preceding the outbreak of the financial crisis, several countries 
of Eastern and South-Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia 
experienced a remarkable reduction in their poverty rates. 

This is what emerges from a comparison of poverty headcount ratios, i.e. the 
proportion of population living in households with consumption levels 
below the national poverty line.  

This indicator decreased from 2002 to 2008 in all the UNECE countries that 
have data for this period. However, in the countries with relatively high 
poverty levels in 2002, the decrease was much larger than in others. 
Countries rich in natural resources showed the steepest decline: Azerbaijan 
from 47 to 13 per cent and Kazakhstan from 45 to 12 per cent.

Limited availability of data for the most recent years does not yet allow 
assessing the effects of the financial and economic crisis on this 
development.  

1

To access the database, go to: .http://w3.unece.org/pxweb

Poverty headcount ratio (%) 
according to national poverty lines based 
on the cost of basic needs
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Source: UNECE MDG database
Notes: for Serbia, 2005 refers to 2006; for Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, figures refer to 2007, 2004 and 2001 respectively.

1/ For better comparability, we use here only the poverty lines defined through basic needs (the income necessary to 
purchase a nationally-defined basket of essential food and non-food items). This approach also suits better for middle-
income countries than the poverty line of one dollar per day defined for global comparisons. 
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