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UNECE, FIBA AND FIBA EUROPE BRING ROAD 
SAFETY MESSAGE TO EUROBASKET 2011 

UNECE, FIBA and FIBA Europe 
are launching an information 
campaign on road safety at 
EuroBasket 2011, which will be 
held in Lithuania until 18 
September. 

The campaign, developed under 
the motto

, builds up on the success of a similar 
campaign launched last year during the FIBA 
Basketball World Championship 2010 held in Turkey. 

Every year some 1.3 million people die as a result of 
road traffic crashes worldwide – amounting to more 
than 3,500 deaths each day. More than half of the 
casualties are pedestrians, cyclists or other road users 
not traveling in a car. Road traffic injuries are the 
leading cause of death for children and young people 
aged between 5 and 29. In addition, on average 20 to 
50 million people sustain non-fatal injuries from road 
traffic crashes each year. These injuries are a significant 
cause of disabilities worldwide. 

The campaign aims to inform people around the 
world about the simple rules that save lives on the 
road. Its objective is to encourage respect for the rules, 
on the road as well as on the court.

The campaign is organized by UNECE, FIBA Europe 
and the International Basketball Federation (FIBA) 
with the support of the Lithuanian Basketball 
Federation (LBF), which will host the championship, 
the Spanish Basketball Federation (FEB) and the 
Ministry of Transport and Communications of 
Lithuania (MoTC).

The  campaign will 
include video clips with José Calderón, World 
champion with the Spanish national team, and Jonas 
Valanciunas, member of Lithuania's national team. 

 “We play and drive by 
the rules”

“We play and drive by the rules”

These will be broadcast in the 
arenas where the games will be 
played and on the television 
channels broadcasting the 
games. 

A Declaration for road safety, 
signed by officials of UNECE, FIBA 
Europe, FIBA, LBF and MoTC, will 

be displayed in the arenas to invite the players and 
teams engaged in EuroBasket 2011 to join the 
campaign. A  banner 
will be displayed on the court during the two semifinal 
games.

Ján Kubiš, UNECE Executive Secretary, said: "Improving 
road safety worldwide is vital for society and a top 
priority for the United Nations, which declared 2011-
2020 the United Nations Decade of Action for Road 
Safety. In this framework I am very happy to continue 
and strengthen our cooperation with FIBA and FIBA 
Europe, which was initiated at EuroBasket 2009. 
Together, the United Nations and the Basketball 
families, with their partners, can reach out to more 
people around the world to put an end to this tragedy." 

Patrick Baumann, FIBA Secretary General and member 
of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) said:       
“I think that everyone at one moment in time has lost a 
loved one to a road accident and this is a needless, 
shocking and tragic loss of life that must be tackled. 
The basketball family has already lost a lot of its 
members on the road – famous stars like Drazen 
Petrovic of Croatia and Fernando Martin of Spain as 
well as amateur players who spend a lot of time in cars 
and buses getting to games with their teams every 
week. FIBA is not just about basketball. Basketball is our 
core activity but we also have a social responsibility. We 
have a responsibility to educate the youth. I invite 
everybody to join us to play and drive by the rules."  

“We play and drive by the rules”

Watch the video clip featuring Jonas Valanciunas on UNECE's YouTube channel at: 
.

Watch UNECE's film on road safety at:
.

http://www.youtube.com/user/UNECE#p/c/759810C3F5C7BF3A/12/8UMUeUVMr8Q

http://www.youtube.com/user/UNECE#p/c/759810C3F5C7BF3A/2/X_nnquRymLI

http://www.youtube.com/user/UNECE#p/c/12/8UMUeUVMr8Q
http://www.youtube.com/user/UNECE#p/c/759810C3F5C7BF3A/2/X_nnquRymLI
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INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION DROVE ECONOMIC RECOVERY IN 
EASTERN EUROPE, THE CAUCASUS AND CENTRAL ASIA IN 2010

Industrial production played a big role in the 
economic recovery of Eastern Europe, the 
Caucasus and Central Asia in 2010, as industrial 
production grew by 8-10 per cent in most 
countries. Azerbaijan registered the slowest 
growth in the region in 2010, at 2.5 per cent, but its 
economy had been growing throughout the 
global economic crisis. 

However, growth of industrial production is rather 
unstable. The second half of 2010 saw some loss of 
momentum in the recovery, as the growth levelled 
out for several months. Kazakhstan, the Russian 
Federation and Ukraine did not register any 
growth and production went down  in Armenia, 
Kyrgyzstan and the Republic of Moldova. The first 
figures for January-March 2011 confirm this 
pattern marked by instability.

As the global crisis unfolded in mid-2008, industrial production decreased quickly. This led to the negative growth 
rates of 2009, most severely felt in Moldova, Ukraine, Georgia and the Russian Federation. In early 2011, industrial 
production remains below the pre-crisis level, with the exceptions of Belarus and Kyrgyzstan.   

The publication is available at: http://live.unece.org/operact/publications.html.

Source: UNECE Statistical Database ( ),
CISSTAT and national statistics.

No data for Turkmenistan.

www.unece.org/stats/data

FACTS & FIGURES

Industrial production in Eastern Europe,
Caucasus and Central Asia 

2007 - 2010
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TECHNICAL COOPERATION: SUCCESS STORIES

UNECE enjoys a worldwide reputation for its normative work. Its legal instruments 
(conventions and their protocols, treaties and agreements), norms, standards and 
regulations in various areas (trade, transport, environment, energy, statistics, etc.) 
are often used far beyond the region and have become global public goods. 
However, very few know about its technical cooperation work and its profound 
impact on the lives of people. 

This publication is an attempt to bridge this gap. It aims to show how relatively 
small interventions can make a significant difference in human lives, if there is a 
clear objective, strong commitment and genuine partnership. Another purpose 
of the publication is to inspire all of us, including the staff of the Secretariat and the 
member States of the Commission to do more: all these stories can be replicated, 
including in different contexts and/or at a larger scale. This publication also 
pursues the goal of documenting best practices and, wherever possible, draws on 
the findings of external evaluations.

All success stories follow the same structure: the challenge faced, the actions 
taken, the results achieved, and the future plans. The latter is particularly important in order to demonstrate the 
continuity of the development process and its long-term benefits. In short, every success story is about 'problems' 
and 'solutions', 'before' and 'after', 'now' and 'then'. 

Above all, all these stories are about 'us', 'we, the people' and 'we for the people'. These are stories told by people 
and for people. Listen to their stories. Hear their voices.   
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