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UNECE'S 
"SCOUTING FOR GLOBAL ROAD SAFETY” 
INFORMATION CAMPAIGN AT 2011 
WORLD SCOUT JAMBOREE 
CLOSED ON HIGH NOTE 

UNECE's information campaign on road safety organized 
during the 2011 World Scout Jamboree in Kristianstad, 
Sweden, reached its high point on Friday, 5 August, at 4 
p.m. when some 500 scouts from 160 countries held 
letters forming the slogans "Scouting for Global Road 
Safety” and “Scoutisme pour la sécurité routière 
mondiale”.

This marked the culmination of the “Joining Hands for 
Road Safety” ceremony involving two scouts for each of 
the approximately 160 countries participating in the 
Jamboree. Participants observed a moment of silence in 
memory of the 3,500 victims who die every day on 
average in road traffic crashes around the world, before 
reading aloud a "pledge for road safety".

The ceremony was held in the presence of John Lawlor, 
Head of Contingent of Scouting Ireland; Joao Armando, 
member of the World Scout Committee; Vassiliki Danelli-
Mylona, President of the Greek Road Safety Institute (RSI) 
Panos Mylonas; Andrey Vasilyev, UNECE Deputy 
Executive Secretary; and Ambassador Donal Hamill, 
Ambassador of Ireland in Sweden. 

John Lawlor, Head of Contingent of Scouting Ireland 
said: "Part of our job as Scouts is to make the world a 
better place.  ‘Joining Hands for Road Safety’ is an act of 
solidarity and commitment to  the change we all want to 
see on the roads".

Joao Armando, member of the World Scout Committee 
declared: " We are delighted to have the support of the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe for this 
work. This support will be vital to build a Global Road 
Safety Scouting Programme linking national road safety 
agencies and their national Scouts Organizations. WOSM 
will be happy to join efforts with UNECE and partners to 
further promote global road safety activities following 
the Jamboree".

Vassiliki Danelli-Mylona, President of the Greek Road 
Safety Institute (RSI) Panos Mylonas said: "3,000 years 
ago Greeks used to say that in a period of peace people 
bury their parents while in war times parents bury their 
children. What takes place on our roads nowadays is an 
undeclared war. Bearing the tragic loss of my son Panos 
at 22, I have committed myself to fighting this war. I feel 
very honored and very motivated looking at you the 
young people from all over the world who attend this 
Jamboree and rally for road safety”.

Andrey Vasilyev, UNECE Deputy Executive Secretary said: 
"Improving road safety worldwide is vital for society and 
a top priority for the United Nations. It is in the hands of 
young people, including yourselves, as scouts and 
examples of good citizenship and behavior, to spread the 
message across the world and save lives. I warmly 
encourage you all, as the leaders of the future, 
representing millions of your generation that are using 
the roads and are exposed to road safety risks as any 
other road user, to bring the road safety message to your 
countries, national scouting contingents and 
individuals". 

The “Scouting for Global Road Safety” information 
campaign, organized with the World Organization for the 
Scout Movement during the week 1-8 August, featured a 
series of workshops including interactive games and 
video clips, to help raise awareness about road safety and 
safe behaviors amongst the youngsters participating in 
the Jamboree. Some 3,000 scouts attended the various 
road safety workshops, making it one of the most 
popular initiatives of the Jamboree's development 
village.

This campaign is part of UNECE activities within the 
framework of the United Nations Decade of Action for 

Road Safety (2011-2020) , 
p r o c l a i m e d  b y  G e n e r a l  
Assembly resolution 64/255. It 
aims at engaging society, and 
especially the young people, in 
this cause and to encourage 
respect for the rules of the road. 
It is being implemented in 
partnership with the Hellenic 
Road Safety Institute “Panos 
Mylonas”, Scouting Ireland and 
Scouts of Greece, with the 
support of the Road Safety 
Authority of Ireland.

UNECE and the World Organization for the Scout 
Movement will explore ways to formalize their 
cooperation to continue promoting road safety around 
the globe.   
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UNEMPLOYMENT RATES LEAPED  IN 
2009 AND 2010 ACROSS THE UNECE REGION

Due to the economic downturn, unemployment increased sharply in  
many UNECE countries in 2009, and continued to grow in 2010.  Available 
data for January and February 2011 signal that the high unemployment 
rates persist in the region. 

Spain had the highest unemployment rate of 20 per cent in 2010. It was 
followed by the Baltic countries with unemployment rates ranging 
between 17 and 19. A visible increase up to the level of 13 per cent was 
seen in Ireland and Greece, as they were hit hard by the financial crises. 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Slovakia and Turkey also exceeded a 10 per cent 
unemployment rate. Reported figures for Belarus and a few other CIS 
countries might be seen as an exception, but they refer to registered 
unemployment only.  

The average unemployment rate for the EU 27 was 9.6 in 2010, the same 
as for the United States. The US Central Bank does not expect a radical 
drop of unemployment during the next few years. In Europe, only 
Germany, among the largest economies, has managed to decrease the 
level of unemployment in 2008-2010.    

Unemployment rate,
2008-2010
(percentage share of labour force) 

0 5 10 15 20

Belarus*

Sweden

Armenia*

Canada

Kazakhstan

Poland

United States

Germany

Russian Federation

Ireland

European Union-27

France

Lithuania

Hungary

Croatia

Estonia

Latvia

Turkey

Spain

Dec. 2010
2010
2009
2008

Source: UNECE Statistical Database ( ) and national statistics.

* Registered unemployment instead of labour force survey data.

www.unece.org/stats/data

FACTS & FIGURES

More than 150 participants attended the UNECE/FAO 
Water and Forest  Week held on 4-8 July 2011 in Geneva. 

In the first workshop “Payments for Ecosystem Services: 
What role for a green economy", participants from 
governments, research and NGOs agreed that forests 
must be considered as a natural asset and a green 
infrastructure. The reform of harmful subsidies and an 
integrated land-use policy would assist in the 
maintenance and restoration of forest ecosystem services. 
Forest owners should be compensated for their wise 
stewardship, based on the demand for ecosystem services 
from society and business. The workshop was organized 
jointly by the UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section, the 
UNECE Water Convention, IUCN, the TEEB, Forest Europe, 
the French “Office National des Forêts” and Syndicat des 
Eaux des Moises, the Finnish Environment Institute and  
the Swiss Federal Office for the Environment. Studies on 
the values of forest services were presented with their 
importance to water, health and business. Examples of 
Payments for Ecosystem Services (PES) in Armenia, 
Finland, Georgia, the Mediterranean, Sweden, Ukraine, 
United Kingdom and United States were presented. PES 
should be based on clear tenure rights, promote 
innovative taxation and invest revenues in forest 
conservation and sustainable management. 

During the second workshop on “Water and forest in 
drylands: a virtuous cycle- information exchange from the 
Mediterranean to Central Asia”, participants discussed 
whether and how forests and afforestation in drylands 

could positively influence water 
availability and water quality and if 
PES is feasible. The workshop was 
organized jointly by the UNECE 
Water Convention, the Swiss Federal 
Office for the Environment, the 
UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber 
Section and the United Nations 
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). It was 
also attended by participants from non-UNECE countries 
such as Afghanistan, Algeria, Lebanon, Morocco, Tunisia 
and  Yemen.

Managing forests and water in drylands means managing 
a scarce resource. Forests are often crucial, e.g. to recharge 
aquifers and prevent erosion or sedimentation. Both the 
Mediterranean and Central Asian regions face many 
similarities: climate change, a forest under pressure 
because of its strong social value, an increasing need for 
clean and plentiful water. Case studies from Algeria, 
Central Asia, France, Kyrgyzstan, Tunisia and Turkey were 
presented. The workshop concluded that the relation 
between forests and water depends on many factors such 
as species, age and soil. Forests and water must be 
understood at the ecosystem and landscape level, 
considering land use, social, ecological and hydrological 
aspects. Therefore, compensating forests owners for 
managing their forests for water may help preserve 
forests. The workshop closed with a call for further 
exchanges of experience on this important topic of water 
and forests in drylands.   
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WATER AND FOREST WEEK DISCUSSED HOW TO PRESERVE ECOSYSTEMS 
THROUGH ECONOMIC AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS
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