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Ján Kubiš, UNECE Executive Secretary, met with Vladimir 
Putin, Prime Minister of the Russian Federation, on 15 June 
2011 to discuss issues of mutual interest. The meeting took 
place on the occasion of the visit by Mr. Putin to Geneva, to 
address the 100th session of the 
International Labour Conference.

 “UNECE has a very important mission 
and we are very glad that we have 
developed good contacts with you”, 
stressed Mr. Putin. “We intend to 
continue our cooperation and will fully 
support your efforts toward economic 
and social development in Central Asia”, 
he said, “this is a major priority for 
Russia's foreign policy and for the 
economy”.

In this regard, Mr. Putin particularly underlined the 
agreement between UNECE and the Customs Union of 
Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan signed in April: "We attach 
great significance to integration processes in the former 
Soviet Union and are ready to apply all your experience in 
this matter  he said. He also highlighted that we are very 
interested in your work on energy efficiency and alternative 
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energy sources, which is of considerable interest to Russia”. 
Ján Kubiš emphasized the “practical, pragmatic and solid” 
cooperation between the two parties. “The work of UNECE is 
especially helpful with respect to economic issues relating 

to economic and sustainable 
development”, he said.  “The support 
of Russia is very helpful not only to 
our commission, but to the whole 
United Nations system. On behalf of 
the commission, I'd like to thank the 
Russian Federation and its leaders for 
their tremendous support of our 
work  political support, financial 
support and their help in working 
with Russian authorities”. He added 
that “we have excellent business 
relationships with the Transport 

Ministry, the Ministry of the Interior (on road safety and 
other issues), the Energy Ministry, the Foreign Ministry (our 
main partner) and the Ministry of Agriculture (with which 
we are going to develop various forestry programmes)”. He 
also appreciated the cooperation with a large number of 
other departments on specific technical issues associated 
with international legal agreements, regulations and 
standards.   

SPECA CONFERENCE ON AFGHANISTAN IN ASHGABAT 

The Follow-up meeting of the 2010 SPECA Economic Forum 
"Developing a Plan of Action to Strengthen Stability and 
Sustainable Development of Afghanistan through 
Regional Economic Cooperation in Central Asia" was 
hosted by the Government of Turkmenistan and co-
organized by UNECE and UNRCCA on 7 and 8 June 2011 in 
Ashgabat. UNECE Executive Secretary Ján Kubiš in his 
opening statement underlined: "Looking into the future we 
can safely expect that civilian efforts to strengthen the 
stability and promote economic and social development of 
Afghanistan and the well-being of its people – among them 
regional economic cooperation  will play an increasingly 
important role in the coming years. UNECE and its partners 
intend to make every effort to empower Central Asian 
countries through technical assistance within the SPECA 
framework to build a secure and prosperous future for the 
region." 

The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of Turkmenistan Mr. Rashid Meredov voiced the full 
commitment of his Government to contribute to the 
economic reconstruction and sustainable development of 
Afghanistan, among others by offering to export large 
quantities of gas and electricity and developing railroad 
and other transport links between the two countries. In his 
keynote statement, Mr. Sham Bathija, Senior Economic 
Adviser to the President of the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan emphasized the importance of ongoing 

–

stabilization efforts for the 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  
economic cooperation 
between Afghanistan and 
i t s  C e n t r a l  A s i a n  
neighbours closely linked 
together by historic, 
cultural, religious and 
linguistic links. The Special 
Representative of the 
United Nations Secretary-
General for Central Asia and Head of the United Nations 
Regional Centre for Preventive Diplomacy for Central Asia 
pointed out: “Central Asian states see the stabilization of the 
situation in Afghanistan first of all through the economic 
revival of Afghanistan as the main long-term solution. All 
countries in the region advocate for complex steps towards 
socio-economic, technical and other assistance”.  

Representatives of the Governments of SPECA member 
countries voiced their support to the more extensive use of 
the SPECA framework to build the human and institutional 
capacity of Central Asian countries and Afghanistan. The 
Ambassador of France to Turkmenistan speaking on behalf 
the French G8 Presidency praised the successful 
cooperation developed with SPECA in several areas of 
regional cooperation. The representative of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation pledged 
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continued support to the two Regional Commissions in charge of SPECA. The Chief Political Officer of UNAMA reminded of 
the importance of intensifying efforts to improve the economic and social situation in Afghanistan, among others through 
more extensive regional cooperation. The Director of “Turkmengas” briefed participants on preparations to start 
construction of the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India gas pipeline . The representative of the Ministry of 
Communication and Information Technologies of the Republic of Azerbaijan presented a project on the "Trans-Eurasian 
Information Superhighway (TASIM)". 

Partner organizations - including the ISAF HQ, OSCE, ITC, the Executive Committee of the International Fund for Saving the 
Aral Sea - and multilateral and bilateral donors - among them the World Bank, the Islamic Development Bank, USAID, GIZ, SDC 
- briefed participants on their ongoing programmes in the region, highlighting possible complementarities and synergies 
with SPECA activities.    

(TAPI) 

All documents of the meeting are available at: 
.http://live.unece.org/speca/documents/ecf/2010/follow_up.html

COMMITTEE ON TRADE DISCUSSES TRADE NEEDS ASSESSMENTS

Countries in the South Caucasus and Western 
Commonwealth of Independent States need Aid-for-Trade 
assistance to implement further reforms in the area of trade 
and human development. This was one of the main findings 
of the five trade-related needs assessments, covering 
Armenia, Belarus, Georgia, the Republic of Moldova and 
Ukraine, presented by UNDP at a special high-level session 
of the UNECE Committee on Trade on 14 June 2011. The 
session, organized jointly by UNECE and the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), was attended by over 
80 participants from government, academia and the 
private sector.

The Committee is also carrying out its own complementary 
demand-driven needs assessments, focusing on barriers to 
trade in the areas of trade facilitation and regulatory 
cooperation and standardization.  The first of these studies, 
covering Belarus, has identified almost 50 specific needs 
and was presented, together with the UNDP study, in a full 
afternoon session devoted to that country.  The report, 
which is work in progress, has been welcomed by the 
Government of Belarus. The Government is discussing the 
report's findings with a view to developing an 
implementation plan with UNECE's support in the third 
quarter of the year.  A progress report will be presented to 
the Committee at its fifth session in June 2012.

A second study has just been requested by the 
Government of Kazakhstan, which has stated that it would 
like to receive a report that is pragmatic and deliverable.  
The UNECE study will be carried out in cooperation with the 
International Trade Centre.  Both countries are founding 
members of the Customs Union of Belarus, Kazakhstan and 
the Russian Federation.  

The session also considered follow-up to the Aid-for-Trade 
Roadmap for SPECA (the Special Programme for the 
Economies of Central Asia) Ministerial Conference held in 
Baku in December 2010 and, in particular, its call for the 
establishment of an Implementation and Monitoring 
Council to oversee progress in activities and funding that 
meet the priority needs identified by SPECA countries 
(Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan). 

The Committee session amply demonstrated that the 
Committee is actively implementing the recommendations 
of the Executive Committee by facilitating strategic policy 
development that supports the trade integration of 
countries with economies in transition.

The Committee elected a new Bureau for 2011-2013.  The 
new Chair, Mr. Andrei Savinykh, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Belarus, will be assisted by four vice-chairs: Mr. Ismayil 
Alakbarov, Permanent Mission of Azerbaijan in Geneva;  Ms. 
Erika Koszegi, Permanent Mission of Hungary in Geneva;  Mr. 
Georgi Stoev, Vice President of the Bulgarian Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry; and Professor Yao-Hua Tan, Delft 
University of  Technology,  Netherlands.   

For further information, please visit: 
.http://live.unece.org/trade/ct/ct_2011/Agenda_2011.html

THE STATE OF EUROPE'S FORESTS 2011OFF THE PRESS

The State of Europe's Forests 2011 report was released on 14 June 2011 during the 
Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe held in Oslo from 14 to 16 
June 2011. The report has been jointly prepared by UNECE, FAO and Forest Europe. 

The State of Europe's Forests 2011 report aims to provide decision makers and the 
general public with up-to-date, comprehensive and fact-based information on the status 
of and trends in forests and sustainable forest management in Europe in the period 1990-
2010.  

During the Ministerial Conference, signatory states agreed to open negotiations leading 
to a legally binding agreement on forests in Europe.   
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