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UNECE PRESENCE AT 2011 
INTERNATIONAL  TRANSPORT FORUM

Transport Ministers from the 52 member countries of the 
International Transport Forum and business leaders, 
mayors of major cities, top researchers and 
representatives of non-governmental organizations 
gathered in Leipzig from 25-27 May for a three day 
summit on the future of global mobility.  

The International Transport Forum is an annual event 
where UNECE can showcase its transport policy work 
and its technical regulations and bring it to the attention 
of transport ministers. This year, the Forum was 
headlined “Transport for Society” and aimed at 
identifying ways to increase the net benefits transport 
provides for individuals and for society as a whole. 

Ján Kubiš, UNECE Executive Secretary, was a panelist in 
the session “Creating Liveable and Sustainable Societies”. 
He also participated in the Ministerial session  where he 
made a statement highlighting the main challenges 
which UNECE member countries face in developing 
more modern, efficient, and socially and environmentally 
sustainable transport systems

Eva Molnar, Director of the UNECE Transport Division, 
chaired the session “Transport, Health and the 
Environment” which was centered on the ways to 
mitigate the negative effects of uninhibited growth of 
transport in many areas both in developed and 
developing countries.

The joint UNECE and WHO/Europe project, Transport, 
Health and Environment Pan-European Programme 
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(THE PEP) was presented at a very well attended side 
event “Bringing Health into Transport Planning“, which 
illustrated the economic benefits of walking and cycling. 
The Health Economic Assessment Tools (HEAT ), 
developed by WHO Europe and supported by THE PEP, 
was launched at the side event.  The HEAT is designed to 
help transport and urban planners to estimate the 
economic savings from death reductions due to cycling 
and walking. Practical examples of the cost-benefit ratio 
of investments in this area were presented and 
participants discussed how to promote cycling and 
walking as "win-win-win" transport policy option more 
effectively.

The International Transport Forum provied the 
opportunity for several bilateral meetings to take 
place.,One meeting was held  with the transport minister 
of Russia, Mr. Levitin, who confirmed Russia's support to 
UNECE's comprehensive work on road safety and argued 
for further international  harmonization of road transport 
rules. Another meeting was organized with the 
Parliamentary State Secretary in the Australian Transport 
Department, the Hon. Catherine King MP, with whom the 
UNECE delegation discussed Australia's contribution to 
the work of the World Forum on Harmonization of Vehicle 
Regulations (WP.29) and the challenges related to the 
implementation of the United Nations Decade of Action 
for road safety 2011-2020. 

Finally, UNECE held an exhibition stand displaying not 
only  UNECE's latest publications, but also those of other 
regional commissions and  THE PEP.    

     

FINAL PREPARATORY STEPS TAKEN 
TOWARDS THE ASTANA 2011 
“ENVIRONMENT FOR EUROPE” CONFERENCE 

The Committee on Environmental Policy of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE) concluded  its special session 
devoted to the final preparatory activities for the Seventh Ministerial 
Conference to be held in Astana, Kazakhstan, from 21to 23 September 2011. 
The Committee approved the draft ministerial declaration, which outlines the 
pan-European agenda for the upcoming years on the two major themes of 
the Conference: “Sustainable management of water and water-related 
ecosystems” and “Greening the economy: mainstreaming the environment 
into economic development”. The Committee also approved two substantive 
documents prepared on these themes.
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RUSSIA'S NUCLEAR POWER COMPANY AGREES TO CONSULT WITH 
NEIGHBOURS ON ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS WITHIN FRAMEWORK 
OF UNECE'S ESPOO CONVENTION 

On Friday 27 May, in a meeting organized in Geneva, the 
Russian State Atomic Energy Corporation, Rosatom, 
declared its readiness to notify and consult 
neighbouring States about its nuclear 
power plans within the framework of 
the Convention on Environmental 
I m p a c t  A s s e s s m e n t  i n  a  
Transboundary Context (Espoo 
Convention), although the Russian 
Federation is not as yet a Party to that 
treaty. 

The declaration comes at a time when, 
according to the World Nuclear 
Association, the Russian Federation is 
planning to nearly double its nuclear 
energy output by 2020. It also comes at a time when 
nuclear safety and the impacts of nuclear radiation on 
the environment and human health have re-emerged as 
a particular cause of concern, following the recent 
Fukushima Daiichi power plant disaster in Japan. 

Rosatom came to Geneva to meet the secretariat to the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
(UNECE) Espoo Convention to learn about the 
Convention and the practice of transboundary impact 
assessment. Rosatom expressed its willingness to use the 
procedure defined in the Convention to notify 
neighbouring States about planned power plants and 
storage sites, and about their potential transboundary 
environmental impact. As an illustration of this new 
policy, Rosatom will soon notify Russia's neighbours of its 

The Committee welcomed the draft of the “Europe's 
Environment: An Assessment of Assessments” report 
prepared by the European Environment Agency. The 
report will review some 900 national and international 
assessments on the two themes of the Astana 
Conference that have been published in the region over 
the past 5 years. The Committee supported the proposal 
of the UNECE Steering Group on Environmental 
Assessments to establish a regular process of 
environmental assessment and develop a Shared 
Environment Information System to support 
environmental governance. The Committee welcomed 
the progress made in preparing the Second Assessment 
of Transboundary Rivers, Lakes and Groundwaters in the 
UNECE region for the Astana Conference. 

The Committee welcomed the Astana Water Action – an 
initiative proposed by the Bureau of the Convention on 
the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses 
and International Lakes (Water Convention) – and 
approved it as a Conference outcome. The Astana Water 
Action is a set of recommended measures for improving 
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plan to construct a low- and intermediate-level 
radioactive waste disposal site at Sosnovy Bor in the 
Leningrad region. It has already begun to hold 

consultations with interested States 
on the potential environmental 
impact of its nuclear power plant to 
be constructed in the country's 
Kaliningrad region. 

As the Russian Federation is not a 
Party to the Espoo Convention it 
does not have any obligation to carry 
out the Convention’s procedures. 
However, Russian enterprises have 
been applying provisions of the 
Convention to certain projects with 

potential transboundary impacts, including to the Nord 
Stream gas pipeline now being constructed under the 
Baltic Sea. 

The Espoo Convention is the only international legal 
instrument to require countries to notify and consult 
each other on potential environmental impacts when 
planning new nuclear projects. The Convention has so far 
been applied to over 50 nuclear projects. To facilitate its 
application and to promote the good practices with 
regard to nuclear energy-related activities, parties to the 
Convention are organizing a panel discussion on such 
activities in Geneva on 22 June, within the framework of 
the fifth session of the Convention's governing body.   

water quality and water-related ecosystems through 
their sustainable management. 

Kazakhstan presented an initial proposal for a 
Partnership Programme of the “Green Bridge” Initiative 
for the period 2011–2020. The main aim of the 
programme is to develop partnerships between 
countries of the pan-European and the Asia-Pacific 
regions to help the transition  from traditional economic 
models to a green economy. The Committee welcomed 
the intention of the host country to continue developing 
the Partnership Programme so as to bring to the Astana 
Conference detailed proposals and possible 
commitments by interested partners.

The Committee on Environmental Policy also approved 
recommendations for the second Environmental 
Performance Reviews of Tajikistan and the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, and approved the 
launch of a third cycle of Reviews at the Astana 
Ministerial Conference.  The Committee also agreed on 
procedures to carry out or transfer the EPRs know-how 
beyond the UNECE.  
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