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The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) 
and the United Nations Trade and Productive Capacity 
Cluster (which groups all United Nations organizations 
working on trade issues) organize a joint conference to 
discuss measures to stimulate trade in the Mediterranean 
region on 4-5 May (Palais des Nations - Salle XII). The 
conference is organized by UNECE in cooperation with 
UNCTAD and PAM.

The objective of this conference is to propose practical 
measures for stimulating and facilitating trade in the 
Mediterranean region in order to support economic 
growth, increased employment and poverty reduction. The 
conference is also meant to support the achievement of 
PAM's broader strategic objectives including increased 
economic cooperation between its member States, the 
establishment of a Mediterranean Free Trade Zone and 
support for the development and internationalization of 
small-and medium-sized enterprises in the region. 

The conclusions from the Conference will be submitted to 
the EUROMED Ministerial Meeting on Industry (11-12 May 
in Malta) and will also be the basis for future work 
undertaken by the PAM “Panel on External Trade and 
Investments in the Mediterranean”.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON MEASURES 
TO STIMULATE TRADE IN

THE MEDITERRANEAN REGION 
PALAIS DES NATIONS, 4-5 MAY 2011

The conference will bring together parliamentarians, 
government officials, and representatives from 
international organizations, the private sector, market 
support institutions (e.g. chambers of commerce and 
investment promotion agencies) and academia. 

Topics to be discussed include the economic impact of 
recent political developments, regional trade agreements; 
the challenges associated with ensuring compliance with 
multilateral trading system rules and regulations and recent 
developments in the area of trade and logistics facilitation, 
with a special focus on relevant UNECE conventions, tools 
and recommendations. Participants will also be briefed on 
work that could support productive sector development in 
the region, including through north-south and south-south 
investment, and technology transfer.

Consistent with the strategic 
importance of water and energy 
development in supporting 
trade expansion and sustained 
development, delegates will also 
reflect on energy policy and 
regulation in the Mediterranean, 
with a focus on renewables as 
well as policies for optimizing 
the use of water.  

     
The programme is available at: 

.http://www.unece.org/trade/welcome.htm

AARHUS CONVENTION COMPLIANCE 
COMMITTEE VISITS ASHGABAT 

Members of the Aarhus Convention Compliance 
Committee and the UNECE secretariat met with the 
Government of Turkmenistan and civil society in 
Turkmenistan's capital, Ashgabat, on 18 and 19 April 2011 to 
discuss Turkmenistan's Law on Public Associations. 

The Compliance Committee has previously found the Law 
on Public Associations to breach a number of the Aarhus 
Convention's provisions. A key aim of the mission was to 
enable the Compliance Committee to gather information 
to assist it in its report on Turkmenistan to the Meeting of 
the Parties at its upcoming session (Chisinau, 29 June–1 July 
2011).

T h e  m i s s i o n  t o  
Turkmenistan was 
the first time that 
the  Compl iance  
C o m m i t t e e  h a s  
undertaken an in-
country visit since it 
began to consider 
cases in late 2004. 
Members of the 
Committee taking 
part in the mission 
considered that the opportunity to meet face to face with a 
variety of officials and stakeholders provided very useful 
insights and was a valuable tool to build greater 
understanding and cooperation.

On the first day of the mission, members of the Compliance 
Committee and the UNECE secretariat met with officials 

from the Ministry of Nature Protection, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry for 
Education, ministries responsible for social and economic 
affairs and the National Institute for Democracy and Human 
Rights under the President of Turkmenistan, as well as 
representatives of several non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) and international organizations with a presence in 
the country, to discuss Turkmenistan's implementation of 
the Aarhus Convention. The day included a very useful 
round table with Government officials and civil society, 
discussing ways, including possible textual amendments, 
through which Turkmenistan's Law on Public Associations 
might be brought into compliance with the Aarhus 
Convention.

On the second day of the mission, UNECE and the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
jointly organized a multi-stakeholder training on the 
Aarhus Convention. Participants in the training included 
representatives of Government ministries, judicial bodies, 
research and educational institutions and environmental 
NGOs. The training took the form of presentations, open 
discussions and interactive case studies in small groups. 
Participants demonstrated a keen interest in the 
Convention and called for more trainings that would allow 
for wider participation from Turkmenistan's provinces. 
During the training, the Ministry for Nature Protection 
announced that it welcomed the proposed opening of the 
OSCE Aarhus Center in Ashgabat, which will help to 
promote the Convention more effectively in the country. 
The Compliance Committee's work on Turkmenistan dates 
back to February 2005, when it first issued findings that 
Turkmenistan's Law on Public Associations was in breach of 
the Aarhus Convention. At its second session (Almaty, 25–27 
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TOOLS FOR MEASURING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
On 27-29 April 2011, the Statistical Division organized a 
subregional workshop on measuring violence against 
women for representatives of statistical offices from seven 
countries of the UNECE region. The workshop took place in 
the framework of the interregional project on measuring 
violence against women funded from the United Nations 
D e v e l o p m e n t  A c c o u n t  a n d  
implemented jointly by the five 
interregional United Nations 
commissions and UNDESA. 

Better measurement of domestic 
violence has been a priority on the 
agenda of the General Assembly 
since 2002. In 2009, the United 
Nations Statistical Commission 
agreed upon a core set of indicators to measure the scope, 
prevalence and incidence of violence against women. 
UNECE has developed a survey module which has been 
tested in several countries in the region in 2010.

In this context, the three-day workshop aimed at training 
representatives of statistical offices on how to use the 
survey module elaborated by UNECE and encourage 
countries to use it. The workshop introduced United 
Nations indicators on violence against women, main 
concepts and definitions of gender-based violence. It also 
discussed ethics and safety issues related to conducting 
interviews with victims of violence, and presented the 
module structure and data analysis techniques. 

Country presentations revealed that violence against 
women is a pervasive social problem in the region, with 

May 2005), the Meeting of the Parties adopted a decision requesting Turkmenistan to amend its legislation to bring all its 
provisions into compliance with the Convention. 

Turkmenistan failed to do so, and at its third session (Riga, 13–15 June 2008), the Meeting of the Parties issued a caution to 
Turkmenistan, which entered into effect on 1 May 2009. That caution was the first time such a measure had been taken 
against an Aarhus Convention Party and is the second strongest disciplinary measure under the Convention's compliance 
mechanism.

At its upcoming fourth session, the Meeting of the Parties will review Turkmenistan's progress in implementing the 
Compliance Committee's findings and decide whether the caution should continue, be lifted or what, if any, further 
disciplinary action should be taken. The 18-19 April mission was thus an important opportunity for the Committee to gain a 
better understanding of what progress Turkmenistan had made to implement the Committee's earlier findings.   
     

over 15,000 women suffering from domestic violence in 
Kazakhstan yearly. Data from 2008 show that every fourth 
woman experienced physical violence in Belarus and 24 per 
cent of Ukrainian women experienced in their lives 
psychological, physical or sexual violence.  Participants said 
that reliability of the data available from administrative 

sources is not sufficient and surveys 
on violence against women are 
conducted only sporadically. The 
UNECE module represented a timely 
response to the raising demand for 
accurate and reliable internationally 
comparable baseline data on 
violence against women from 
national statistical offices.

All participants expressed keen interest in testing the 
quest ionnaire  in  the f ie ld. They unanimously  
acknowledged the importance of the UNECE module as a 
comprehensive data collection tool for measuring violence 
against women and data source for policy makers to design 
more effective and better targeted policies to fight violence 
against women in their countries. 

The workshop was conducted by Ms. Henriette A.F.M. 
Jansen, the lead expert in preparing the UNECE survey 
module.   

     
All papers and presentations from 

the meeting are available at:

For more information please contact Andres Vikat at:
.

http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2011.04.gender.htm

andres.vikat@unece.org

MANY WOMEN IN RESEARCH,
BUT MEN STILL DOMINATE THE FIELD
In UNECE countries, between 23 and 55 per cent of researchers 
are women. The percentage is particularly high in countries of 
Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia where women 
comprise above 40 per cent of all researchers. 

In most European countries, the share of women among 
researchers ranges between 30 and 40 per cent but new 
member countries of the EU show quite high levels: 55 per cent 
in Latvia and 47 in Bulgaria. Germany and the Netherlands have 
23 per cent of women-researchers, the lowest in the EU. 

These variations across countries can relate to many factors: 
different gendered preferences in career choice and different 
relative status of research jobs among other high-qualification 
jobs.

Education is important in promoting human rights and in 
achieving gender equality in society. Engendering education 
involves progress towards gender equity in the learning 
opportunities available for both women and men throughout 
their lives.

Researchers are an important output of high-level education 
and the promotion of women's participation in research is an 
internationally-agreed policy objective.  
     

Source: UNECE Statistical Database.
a/ Researchers are defined as professionals engaged in the conception or creation of 

new knowledge, products, processes, methods and systems and also in the 
management of the concerned projects.

b/ Data on Germany and the Netherlands refer to 2007, and on Ukraine to 2006.
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