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UNECE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY TO
PARTICIPATE IN COP16 DEBATES

Ján Kubiš, UNECE Executive Secretary, will participate in various events and side-events 
organised in the framework of the 2010 United Nations Climate Change Conference, 
held in Cancún, Mexico, from 29 November to 10 December 2010.  The conference is 

thofficially referred to as the 16  session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 16) to the 
th (UNFCCC) and the 6  session 

of the  meeting of the Parties (CMP 6) to the .
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

Kyoto Protocol

Ján Kubiš will be speaking in particular at the following 
events: 

Supporting Global, Regional and National Actions 
Towards Addressing Climate Change, organised by UN-
DESA, the United Nations Regional Commissions and 
UNDP

UN Energy Breakfast: A Time for Transition 

Energy Efficiency: Taking the Opportunity Forward - 
organised by the Government of Mexico and UN-
Energy 

7 December 2010, 18:30 – 20:00

8 December 2010, 8:30 – 9:30

8 December 2010, 11:30 – 13:00

Rio+20: The Transition to a Green Economy     

Cities and Climate Change Enhancing mitigation and 
adaptation action

In his various addresses, he will highlight  the role of UNECE 
in climate change mitigation and adaptation and on how it 
is helping its member States translating global goals into 
regional results.  

8 December 2010, 18:30 – 20:00

8 December 2010, 18:30 – 20:00

ND2  MEETING OF THE PARTIES TO THE PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH  
prevention, control and clean-up of pollution 
availability of information related to the Protocol, in 
particular to drinking water quality.

In all these areas, countries have set (or are in the process to 
do so) clear targets, implement relevant measures and 
report on the progress achieved, in accordance with articles 
6 and 7 of the Protocol. In spring 2010, Parties reported for 
the first time on their targets and on planned measures to 
achieve them. At the Meeting, Parties reviewed the results 
of this first reporting exercise and adopted the Guidelines 
on the Setting of Targets, Evaluation of Progress and 
Reporting, elaborated to facilitate the implementation of 
the Protocol. The Guidelines illustrate the steps that need to 
be taken in the process of setting targets and implementing 
them. 

The meeting also adopted a Policy and a Technical 
Guidance on water-related disease surveillance which 
explains how to set up and maintain an effective and 
efficient disease surveillance system, coupled with 
illustrative examples of good practices in the pan-European 
region.

Extreme weather events and disasters such as floods and 
droughts represent an additional challenge to the 
sustainable management of water resources and the 
provision of safe water and adequate sanitation. Parties 
recognized these challenges already in 2007 and 
developed a Guidance on Water Supply and Sanitation in 
Extreme Weather Events which was adopted at the 
meeting.  

The second session of the 
Meeting of the Parties to the 
UNECE/ WHO-EURO Protocol 
on Water and Health took 
place on 23-25 November 
2010 in the Parliament 
Palace in Bucharest at the 
i n v i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Government of Romania. It 

was co-chaired by Norway and 
Romania. Delegates representing 33 countries, 

several UN, intergovernmental and non governmental 
organizations reviewed progress achieved and agreed on 
actions to tackle the challenges in the fields of water and 
health.

The Protocol covers the entire water cycle which underlines 
its relevance for both countries with economies in 
transition but also developed countries:

provision of clean water and sanitation

drinking water quality

reduction of water-related disease 

performance of water supply and sanitation systems; 

protection of water sources for drinking, bathing, 
aquaculture or shellfish harvesting 

management of wastewater

quality of water used for irrigation

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Framework_Convention_on_Climate_Change
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyoto_Protocol
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INVESTMENTS IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES STARTED TO GROW AGAIN
The countries of Eastern Europe, the  Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA) are back on investors  agenda. After a couple of years 
of declining investments in those countries, data for the first three quarters of 2010, as well as the series of investment forums 
and summits this year, show an increase in investments. 

Several EECCA countries have experienced dramatic reductions in investments since the outbreak of the economic crisis. The 
largest reductions in 2009 were for Armenia and Ukraine where investments fell by 35 and 47 per cent, respectively, in 
comparison to 2008.   

'

  

The  economic stabilization in 2010 may restore investment confidence in the EECCA countries. CIS-STAT, a statistical office of 
the Commonwealth of Independent States, reported 3 per cent  in overall growth of capital investments for the CIS 
economies during the first three quarters of 2010, in comparison to the same period  in 2009. The Russian increase of 3.8 per 
cent is a major contribution to this upturn. At the same time, other countries such as Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan didn't 
experience positive investments in the first three quarters of this year. Before the economic crisis, the economic growth in 
the EECCA countries was mainly led by the increase in exports and investments, while in the early years of transition in the 
1990s,  economic growth tended to be consumption-led.       

UNECE DISCUSSED INNOVATION PERFORMANCE REVIEW OF BELARUS 
The Innovation Performance Review of Belarus is a pilot project undertaken by the UNECE 
secretariat with the help of a team of international experts at the request of the Government of 
the Republic of Belarus. The Review covers a wide range of issues including the governance of 
the national innovation system, the design and implementation of innovation policies, the 
range of existing policy instruments, the linkages between industry and science, financing 
issues and other related aspects. It seeks to provide advice to policy-makers and other 
stakeholders on possible policy actions to stimulate innovation and improve the overall 
efficiency of the national innovation system. 

The main outcomes of this pilot project and, in particular, the recommended policy actions and 
measures were discussed on 1 December 2010 as part of the agenda of the fifth session of the 
Committee on Economic Cooperation and Integration (CECI). The final text of the Innovation 
Performance Review of Belarus, which will reflect the outcomes of these discussions, will be 
released as a UNECE publication in early 2011. This participatory policy advisory project could be 
followed by capacity-building activities that address the needs identified in the Review, which 
also provides a benchmark to track future progress on a range of innovation-related issues.

Further Innovation Performance Reviews are foreseen, following official requests by the 
Governments of Kazakhstan and Ukraine.       

For further information, 
please contact 

José Palacin at: 
 .jose.palacin@unece.org FACTS AND FIGURES

* Annual data are Gross fixed capital formation (GFCF) measuring in National Accounts the newly created fixed assets in the economy. In the absence of the 
quarterly GFCF data, the data on capital investment since the beginning of 2010 (Material Product System concept) are used as approximation.
Data for Tajikistan (2009), Georgia, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan are not available. 

Source: UNECE Statistical Database ( ) CISSTAT and national statistics.www.unece.org/stats/data

 Investment* in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia, 2005 - 2009 and  Q1-Q3 2010                 

-60%

-40%

-20%

0%

20%

40%

60%

Eastern Europe Caucasus Central Asia

Y
ea

r
o
n

y
ea

r
ch

an
g
e

2005-2009 2010 Q1-Q3

BELARUS MOLDOVA RUSSIA UKRAINE ARMENIA AZERBAIJAN KAZAKHSTAN KYRGYSTAN TAJIKISTAN

For the first time, the Chairperson of the Protocol's 
Compliance Committee presented the Committee's report 
to the Meeting of the Parties. The meeting adopted a 
decision on general issues of compliance prepared by the 
Committee and elected 4 independent members of the 
Compliance Committee.

The meeting also discussed how access to safe, accessible 
and affordable water and sanitation can be provided, with a 
special focus on the small-scale water supply and 
sanitation systems. Parties decided upon future activities in 
this area, including the exchange of experience on 

measures supporting equitable access to water. 

Parties also agreed upon an innovative cooperation with 
the UNECE Convention on Access to Information, Public 
Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in 
Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention) regarding 
public participation in water and health issues. Finally, 
Parties adopted an ambitious workplan for 2011-2013 with 
activities in all the above areas.        

For more information, please visit: 

or contact Francesca Bernardini at: 
.

http://www.unece.org/env/water/whmop2.htm

francesca.bernardini@unece.org
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