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UNECE/WHO (EUROPE) WORKSHOP
TO PROMOTE CYCLING AND WALKING IN CITIES
BATUMI (GEORGIA), 30 SEPTEMBER – 1 OCTOBER 2010 

For further information, please visit: 
 or contact  Brinda Wachs at: .

http://www.unece.org/thepep/en/workplan/urban/batumi_docs.htm
Brinda.wachs@unece.org

HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE AARHUS CONVENTION

For more information, visit: .http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/environment/waste/

Good reasons to walk and cycle 
to work, for shopping and 
leisure will be highlighted in a 
workshop to be held in the Black 
Sea port city of Batumi (Georgia) 
on 30 September and 1 October 
2010. 

The workshop will bring together more than 60 experts 
across the three sectors, transport, health and environment 
to explore the benefits of walking and cycling and to carve 
out action points for policymakers and city planners to 
ensure that walking and cycling in cities is not only feasible 
and attractive, but safe and healthy. 

The Batumi workshop will also launch the first Walking 
School Bus to celebrate “International Walk to School” 
month. 

The focus of the workshop will be on cooperation between 

national and local authorities, industry and civil society in 
design, planning, financing and legislation to support 
walking and cycling – best practices on translating national 
policy objectives into local action.  

This workshop  is the third in a series under The Pan-
European Programme on Transport, Health and 
Environment (THE PEP), a unique policy platform devoted 
to sustainable mobility and cleaner, greener, healthier 
livelihoods, particularly in cities. THE PEP is run jointly by the 
UNECE and the World Health Organization's Regional 
Office for Europe.  

The workshop is organized by the Ministry of Labour, 
Health and Social Affairs, Ministry of Environmental 
Protection and Natural Resources, Ministry of Regional 
Development and Infrastructure of Georgia and the City of 
Batumi, with support from other governments through 
THE PEP Trust Fund.         

Mr. Calin Georgescu recently appointed as Special Rapporteur of the UN Human Rights Council on the adverse effects of the 
movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes on the enjoyment of human rights visited the UNECE 
Aarhus Convention secretariat on 16 September 2010.

The Aarhus Convention secretariat was always very supportive of the mandate of the Special Rapporteur and Mr. Georgescu 
wished to learn more about the Convention and discuss the continued collaboration between his mandate and the Aarhus 
Convention secretariat. 

The meeting provided the opportunity for discussing common grounds for cooperation especially as regards compliance 
mechanisms and the potential synergies with the implementation of the Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers Protocol. 
Mr. Georgescu showed special interest in taking part in the next meeting of the Parties to the Convention that will take place 
in Moldova in June 2011.       

A clear policy objective for the promotion of women's 
entrepreneurship is of paramount importance. This is one of the 
conclusions of the First Forum for South East European Women 
Entrepreneurs, which took place in Istanbul, Turkey, last week. 
Women's entrepreneurship can be a job creation engine for 
South-East Europe. For it to thrive, a gender-sensitive policy 
environment is needed. SME policies should be designed to 
create an enabling entrepreneurial climate for both women and 
men. 

REGULAR DIALOGUE TO FOLLOW FIRST FORUM FOR 
SOUTH EAST EUROPEAN WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS

http://www.unece.org/thepep/en/workplan/urban/batumi_docs.htm
mailto:Brinda.wachs@unece.org
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/environment/waste/
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UNECE PARTICIPATED IN THE INTERNETGOVERNANCE FORUM

UNECE LAUNCHES THE NATIONAL POLICY DIALOGUE ON 
INTEGRATED WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT IN GEORGIA

For more information, please visit: 
 

or contact Hans Hansell at:
 .  

http://www.intgovforum.org/cms/

hans.hansell@unece.org

For more information,
please contact Malinka Koparanova at:

 . gender@unece.org

For more information, please visit: .http://www.unece.org/env/water/npd.htm

thThe 5  meeting of the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) 
took place in Vilnius Lithuania on 14-17 September.  The IGF 
is a multi-stakeholder policy dialogue launched as a follow-
up to the World Summit on the Information Society held in 
Tunis in 2005.

UNECE, which was instrumental in the World Summit for the 
Information Society process, has been an active participant 
in IGF meetings. In Vilnius, UNECE co-organized a workshop 
with the Council of Europe and the Association for 
Progressive Communication: “Applying a Code of Good 
Practice on Information, Participation and Transparency in 
Internet Governance”.  The three organizations have jointly 
developed this Code, which is inspired by the UNECE Aarhus 
Convention and the idea of environmental democracy.

The IGF cover a wide range of important issues for the 
information society. This year the focus was on:

Managing critical Internet resources
Access and diversity
Security, openness and privacy
Internet governance for development.

Some striking points were made during the meeting.   While 
Internet use is increasing, it grows faster in the developed 
world than in the developing regions and the “digital divide” 
is therefore increasing rather than shrinking. 

A major technical issue is the transition from Internet 
Protocol version 4 (IPv4) to the new protocol IPv6. While 
IPv6 will provide a solution to the limited address space 
available in IPv4, its implementation comes at a cost that 
could be a significant challenge to developing countries.

An important step towards increased access to the Internet 
is the recent internationalization of domain names 
allowing websites to be named in local scripts and 
languages. As a result, the operator of the Russian registry 
explained that they had registered 16,000 Cyrillic names, 
3,000 of which were active.

Many speakers underlined the importance of internet for 
development; in particular the existence of mobile 
broadband can make a big difference to economic growth.

Many speakers were also convinced that access to the 
Internet in a way that supports the diversity of the world's 
population is a human right. This right to a multilingual, 
accessible Internet is seen as a citizen's right and a 
Government's obligation and not something that should 
be left to market forces.        

The UNECE-led National Policy 
Dialogue on Integrated Water 
R e s o u r c e  M a n a g e m e n t  
( I W R M )  i n  G e o rg i a  w a s  
officially initiated on 14-17 
September 2010 in Tbilisi. Over 
t h e s e  f o u r  d a y s ,  t h e  
representative of the UNECE 
Water Convention Secretariat 
held a series of meetings with 

representatives of the Ministry of Environmental Protection 
and Natural Resources of Georgia, other ministries, private 
companies, NGOs and international donor organizations 
involved in water management in Georgia.

The National Policy Dialogue on IWRM in Georgia focuses 
on three major topics: 

preparation of the National Water Law based on the 
IWRM principle; 
setting up the targets for implementation of the 
UNECE/WHO Protocol on Water and Health of the 
UNECE Water Convention,
t r a n s b o u n d a r y  w a t e r  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  
neighbouring Azerbaijan. 

  
Mr. George Zedginidze, Deputy Minister of Environmental 
Protection and Natural Resources of Georgia, welcomed 
the start of the National Policy Dialogue IWRM process and 
considered the programme as an important instrument in 
promoting reforms of the water sector in Georgia.        

Turkish Chairman in Office of the South East European 
Cooperation Process as part of a new project developed by 
the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) and UNECE to 
promote women entrepreneurship in South East Europe. It 
was organized by the Small and Medium-Sized Enterprise 
Development Administration of Turkey (KOSGEB) and the 
RCC in cooperation with UNECE.       

59 women entrepreneurs, policy makers, representatives 
from Chambers of Commerce and regional organizations 
met in Istanbul on 21 and 22 September 2010 to discuss 
what support is needed for women entrepreneurs in South-
East Europe, ranging from improved access to training, 
finance, role models and networking opportunities. To 
address the latter, the Forum marked the first of what is 
intended to become a regular form of dialogue and 
interaction among women entrepreneurs, women's 
business associations, policy makers, civil society and 
international organizations in South-East Europe, providing 
a platform for information exchange, networking and 
mutual support.

The First Forum for South East European Women 
Entrepreneurs was organized under the auspice of the 
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