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The substantial progress towards achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDG) in the pan-
European region, and especially in countries with 
transition economies, risks to be interrupted or even 
reversed with the surge of the economic and financial 
crisis finds a new report, prepared jointly by the regional 
offices for Europe and Central Asia of 14 United Nations 
agencies and UNECE which coordinated and publishes 
the report.

Prepared for the MDG summit of 20-22 September, the 
report covers the whole pan-European region, focusing 
more particularly on three country groupings: Eastern 
Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia; south-Eastern 
Europe; and the new EU member States. It takes stock of 
the progress made in reaching the MDGs in these 
countries and offers decision-makers policy-oriented 
and operationally feasible suggestions for bolstering 
progress towards their full achievement by 2015. 

The report emphasizes that coherent economic and 
social policies as well as targeted programmes are 
needed to achieve MDG objectives and refers to good 
practices in a number of UNECE countries, including 
Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Hungary, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Montenegro, Poland, Republic 
of Moldova, Russian Federation, Serbia, Tajikistan, The 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey and 
Ukraine. 

The report also highlights a number of human 
development challenges which are specific to countries 
with transition economies. They include rising 
inequalities, setbacks in social protection, comparatively 
low male life expectancy and unprecedented migration 
flows. Moreover, the newly independent States 
emerging from the former Soviet Union and Yugoslavia 
have encountered additional problems of nation-
building and for many of them this has been 
accompanied by regional tensions or large-scale 
conflicts, affecting deeply the human capital and 
cohesiveness of their societies. A characteristic of the 
Eastern part of the pan-European region is the 
discrepancy between the seriousness of these problems 
and the governance capacity to address them. Pursuing 
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actively institutional reforms according to the principles 
of a participatory political and social system, and a 
market economy therefore constitutes an overall 
challenge for most of these countries.

For each of the eight MDGs, the report provides policy 
directions for accelerating progress. Since the MDGs are 
strongly inter-related, it also advocates for an integrated 
policy framework which should strike the right balance 
between macroeconomic, sectoral and social policies. 
Such an approach appears to be crucial for creating 
effective synergies between growth, employment, 
improved education and healthcare, and environmental 
sustainability. 

 The report will be presented at two side events during 
the MDG summit:

a panel discussion organized by the five Regional 
Commissions:  

, which will take place 
(New York time - Conference 

Room 5, North Lawn Building, North Lawn building)
 

a 

(Turkish Center, 821 UN 
st Plaza, New York, NY 10017, Corner of 1  Avenue and 

th46  Street)   

The Millennium Development Goals: 
A Decade of Achievements and Challenges at the 
Regional Level 20 September 
2010 from 3-6 p.m. 

launch event hosted by the government of 
Turkey and co-organized by UNECE and UNDP, on 22 
September 2010 at 6 p.m. 

    

http://www.unece.org/commission/MDGs/2010_MDG_Optimized.pdf
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The information campaign on road safety launched by 
the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
(UNECE) and the International Basketball Federation 
(FIBA) gained momentum as the Basketball World 
Championship 2010 entered its final rounds last week. 

Andrey Vasilyev, UNECE Deputy Executive 
Secretary, addressed the FIBA congress on 6 
September to present the campaign to the more 
than 160 federations attending the congress.

Then, on 8 September, he signed the “Declaration 
for road safety”, together with Bob Elphinston, 
President of FIBA (2006-2010), and Osman 
Karakus, Head of the Turkish Traffic Police, 
moments before the opening of the joint press 
conference that took place before the start of the 
first quarter final opposing Serbia and Spain in the 
Sinan Erdem arena in Istanbul.

Since the launch of the campaign “We play and drive by 
the rules” on 26 August, the players of the teams taking 
part in the World Championship have signed the 
Declaration, joining José Calderón, World champion with 
the Spanish national team, Kerem Tunçeri, of the Turkish 
national team, and Harun Erdenay, the Turkish Basketball 
legend, who appear on the campaign material.

Speaking at the press conference, Bob Elphinston, said: 
“FIBA has more than 450 million players around the 
world, 80 million of which are licensed. The majority of 
these players plays in domestic leagues and spends a lot 

of time on the roads, in cars and buses. FIBA is not just 
about basketball. Yes, basketball is our core activity but 
we also have a social responsibility. Our great athletes are 
role models. We have a responsibility to educate the 
youth.  I

Andrey Vasilyev, stressed UNECE' role.“As the only 
existing United Nations intergovernmental body on road 
safety, UNECE's work focuses on improving road safety 
through the development of legal instruments aimed at 
internationally harmonizing traffic regulations, 
construction and technical inspection of vehicles, as well 
as the transport of dangerous goods. These regulations 
have assisted member States all over the world to 
harmonize and enforce traffic rules and measures, 
produce safe and clean road vehicles, reduce the risk of 
accidents with dangerous goods and hazardous 
materials and ensure that only safe and well maintained 
vehicles and competent drivers are allowed to 
participate in traffic. We are grateful to the leadership of 
the European and international basketball community 

for appreciating the importance of road safety and for 
supporting our efforts to enhance road safety awareness 
and spreading the road safety message”, he said.
  
Osman Karakus declared: “If everybody pays attention to 
our campaign and if we make it more common 
throughout the world, the problem of road crashes can 
be resolved. “Road safety is very important. We should 
come together with the UN and all nations and non-
governmental associations to solve this problem.” 

In the coming months, UNECE and FIBA will be exploring 
ways to expand the outreach of the campaign to other 
events.  

t is a fantastic saying to say that we play and drive 
by the rules.”

     

To watch the campaign videos, visit: 
For further information, visit: .

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y95dklqAyeY
http://www.unece.org/trans/events/2010/FIBA2010_RoadSafetyCampaign.html

UNECE/FIBA ROAD SAFETY CAMPAIGN GAINED MOMENTUM
WITH SIGNATURE OF “DECLARATION FOR ROAD SAFETY”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y95dklqAyeY_
http://www.unece.org/trans/events/2010/FIBA2010_RoadSafetyCampaign.html
http://www.youtube.com/user/UNECE
http://www.facebook.com/pages/UNECE/332016013671
http://twitter.com/UN_ECE
http://www.youtube.com/user/UNECE

	Page 1
	Page 2

