
UNECE
Not an official record - For information only

o
Issue N  372  17-21 May 2010

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON POLICIES TO ADDRESS FINANCING

AND ENTREPRENEURIAL CHALLENGES,
HELSINKI, FINLAND, 2-4 JUNE 2010

The recent global economic and financial crisis has given rise to new 
important challenges and concerns for policy makers. Looking beyond 
austerity measures, restarting growth and enhancing competitiveness are 
critical to facilitate the necessary adjustments and provide solid 
foundations for renewed prosperity. In dynamic economies, a small number 
of high-growth companies tend to account for the bulk of job creation and 
innovation.

This conference will discus how policy can support these so called “gazelles”, 
which may become important engines of economic growth and job 
creation. Access to finance and the creation of support institutions based on 
various forms of collaboration between the public and the private sectors 
will be among the central issues to be addressed at this forum. Leading 
international experts on these issues are expected to intervene at the 
conference, which is organized by UNECE in cooperation with the Ministry 
of Employment and the Economy and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Finland. The debates will be complemented by a study tour of site visits to 
various financial and technology institutions, which would seek to facilitate 
the sharing of practical experiences and good practices among participants. 
Delegates from countries with economies in transition are expected to 
actively participate in this event.        

For further information,
please contact José Palacín at:

.jose.palacin@unece.org

So watch out for more at: 
.http://www.facebook.com/pages/UNECE/332016013671

UNECE has just opened its 
page on Facebook, joining a 
variety of United Nations 
organizations on the world's 
largest social network.

UNECE OPENS FACEBOOK PAGE

The page will present a selection of key 
events, publications and announcements.        



DAM SAFETY IN CENTRAL ASIA

This publication is one of the deliverables of the first phase of the UNECE project 
on Dam Safety.  It provides an overview and analysis of the present situation in 
Central Asia with regard to the safety of hydraulic structures such as dams.

The publication is available at:
 . http://www.unece.org/publications/oes/WaterSeriesNo.5_E.pdf

 In addition to a list of all major dams in the region, it  includes: 
a model national law on safety of large hydraulic facilities, including 
dams, intended to be a base of national harmonized legal frameworks for 
dam safety, 
a draft of the regional agreement on cooperation on dam safety.        

UNECE took part in several sessions of the World Summit 
on Information Society (WSIS) Forum, which was organized 
by the International Telecommunication Union from 17 to 
21 May 2010 in Geneva. The WSIS Forum represents an 
opportunity for all stakeholders, including civil society and 
academia, to discuss progresses made in reaching the 
targets set at the 2005 WSIS summit in Tunis as well as 
remaining challenges.

Members of the United Nations Group on Information 
Society (UNGIS), the interagency mechanism to coordinate 
substant ive  Infor mat ion and Communicat ion 
Technologies (ICT)-related policy issues, met for the sixth 
time since 2006 and discussed directions and priorities for 
the coming year. Representatives of involved UN agencies 
decided to continue common efforts to better document 
how ICT promote development and contribute advancing 
towards MDG targets, with the objective of facilitating 
fundraising and help the UN deliver as one. 

UNECE also participated in the launch of the report on 
“National e-Strategies for Development: Global Status and 
Perspectives”, which was published by ITU in collaboration 
with the five regional commissions. This report shows that 
84% of the United Nations member States have defined a 
national e-strategy and identifies best practice in this 
regard. It represents a useful starting point to follow the 

UNECE TOOK ACTIVE ROLE AT
THE WORLD SUMMIT ON INFORMATION SOCIETY FORUM

WSIS FORUM 2010
10-14 May Geneva

implementation of these strategies as well as their 
evaluation. The next chair of UNGIS, UNESCO, has already 
committed resources for a common publication in 2011 on 
financing ICT projects. 

In a common facilitation meeting, UNECE and other 
regional commissions presented developments in their 
region as well as their work to promote social and 
economic development through ICT. UNECE outlined 
some policy options to address the widening broadband 
gap between most (Nordic) and least advanced (Central 
Asian) countries in the region. UNECE also presented two of 
its activities in more detail. First, it explained how the 
Aarhus Convention is used as a model to develop a Code of 
Good Practice on Internet Governance, and how the 
Aarhus Clearinghouse for Environmental Democracy 
facilitates sharing information with all stakeholders. 

UNECE also illustrated how the trade facilitation and 
ebusiness standards and recommendations developed by 
its Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business 
(UN/CEFACT) contribute to economic development and 
integration, both within the UNECE region and globally. 
The value of the participation of over 400 experts from all 
continents of the world in the work of UN/CEFACT was 
emphasised.         

For more information, please visit:
 . http://www.itu.int/wsis/implementation/
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