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global entrepreneurship week – joint un exhibition

speca meets in bishkek

The fourth session of the SPECA* Governing Council, hosted by the Government 
of Kyrgyzstan, took place in Bishkek on 13 November, with the participation of 
Ján Kubiš, UNECE Executive Secretary, and Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Secretary 
of UNESCAP.

The Governing Council discussed the activities carried out under the different 
Project Working Groups (Water and Energy Resources, Transport and Border 
Crossing, Trade, Statistics, Knowledge-Based Development, and Gender and 
Economy) and reviewed and approved the work plan for 2010-2011. It also examined 
issues related to the cooperation between SPECA and regional organizations and 
institutions. 

Kyrgyzstan was elected as the new Chair, taking over from Tajikistan.

The Council considered the outcomes of the Economic Forum, which on the 
previous day had provided a platform for a wide debate on the role of subregional 
cooperation in mitigating the consequences of the global economic crisis. The 
Forum, attended by representatives of member countries and international 
organizations, discussed the multiple external shocks suffered by the subregion as 
a consequence of the global crisis, and presented different national policy initiatives 

to address these disturbances. Participants underlined the actual and potential role that international cooperation plays in facilitating effective 
policy responses against the crisis and ensuring further economic prosperity.

As part of the activities organized in connection with the fourth session of the Governing Council, a Regional Capacity-building Seminar on 
Financing of Innovative Enterprises, Commercialization of Intellectual Property and Public-Private Partnerships was held on 10-11 November.  
The Seminar, which echoed the importance attached to knowledge-based development strategies during the Economic Forum, facilitated the 
exchange of policy initiatives across SPECA member countries. Participants from the networks of experts that support UNECE work on these 
areas presented different experiences from outside the subregion, thus widening the scope for knowledge-sharing.

The next Governing Council and Economic Forum will take place in Geneva in the second half of 2010. ■

For more information contact Marton Krasznai (marton.krasznai@unece.org).

*United Nations Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia

A joint UN exhibition to celebrate Global Entrepreneurship Week will take place in the Palais des 
Nations from 16 to 20 November. The objective of the event, organized by UNCTAD in cooperation 
with ILO, ITC, UNDP and UNECE, is to promote entrepreneurship and enterprise development 
primarily among youth. The participating organizations will present their relevant areas of work 
and the outputs of the respective enterprise development programmes. 

The various events organized within the framework of the Week will include a workshop called 
“How Are You Preparing Yourself for Success?”, and a number of round tables and discussion 
panels focusing on topical issues of entrepreneurship in the modern world.

UNECE is organizing a stand displaying its publications on topical issues of enterprise 
development in transition economies of the region. Members of the secretariat will also 
provide visitors with information on the ongoing programmes and upcoming capacity-
building events in the area of entrepreneurship and enterprise development. ■

For more information on Global Entrepeneurship Week visit http://www.unleashingideas.org.

Ján Kubiš and Kurmanbek Bakiev, President of Kyrgyzstan

http://www.unece.org/speca/Welcome.html
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unece adopts harmonized navigation rules for all member states

Transport by inland waterway is an increasingly attractive transport option because it is a cost-efficient, 
reliable and environmentally friendly mode of transport. 27,913 km of European inland waterways have 
been recognized by governments as significant under the framework of the 1996 European Agreement 
on Main Inland Waterways of International Importance (AGN). 

To facilitate traffic on inland waterways and ensure safety, harmonized navigation rules are essential. 
UNECE has completed a revision of the European Code for Inland Waterways (CEVNI) which takes into 
account best practices from the existing traffic regulations of the river navigation commissions for 
the Rhine, Danube, Mosel and the Sava River. 

The new code offers:

 Simplified navigation rules
 New provisions to account for modern navigation techniques, such as the use of Inland Automatic 
Identification System, and 
 A mechanism for reporting on special national and regional requirements. 

CEVNI was first established in 1962 and has since been maintained by the UNECE Working 
Party on Inland Water Transport. It contains the core uniform rules applicable to the traffic 
on inland waterways, such as marking on vessels, visual signs on vessels, sound signals and 
radiotelephony, waterway signs and markings, rules of the road, berthing rules, signaling and 
reporting requirements, and prevention of pollution of water and disposal of waste.

The provisions of CEVNI are traditionally based on the relevant regulations of river commissions for the Rhine and the 
Danube, adjusted to the pan-European scope of the code. The implementation of the new code in UNECE countries 
will be facilitated and monitored by a special expert group composed of Governments and River commissions. ■

For more information contact Azhar Jaimurzina (sc.3@unece.org).   
Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/main/sc3/sc3.html.

facts and figures foreign trade contraction continues in south-east europe

A sharp deterioration in the global economy became 
evident in the second half of 2008 and continued 
through mid-2009: the world trade flows sagged and 
production plummeted as financial crises worsened. 
The slump in trade manifested itself first in developed 
countries but it was very severe and may last longer in 
emerging market economies, including those in South-
East Europe (SEE).

In 2009 the value of exports and imports of SEE has 
been dropping precipitously for three quarters in 
succession, as against the two-digit growth rates 
recorded in the three preceding years. In the third 
quarter of 2009, SEE exports declined by 28% year-on-
year in nominal Euro terms, while imports fell by 29%. 
Most affected were exports from Montenegro (down 
by 60%), while Croatian and Serbian exports fell by 30% 
and 24%, respectively. The drop in imports was even 
steeper in the majority of SEE countries, which helped 
to reduce the trade gap. By September 2009, the overall 
annualized merchandise trade deficit of SEE countries 
stood at Euro 22.6 billion, down by some Euro 7.4 billion 
from the previous year.  ■

Source: National statistics.
Note: Right scale ― merchandise trade balances in billion euros cumulated over four subsequent quarters. Left scale ― year-on-year 
percentage changes for exports and imports based on values in Euros.  South-East Europe refers to Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Croatia, Montenegro, Serbia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

Merchandise trade in South-East Europe,  
2005 - September 2009

(in %, same period of previous year)
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