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A Facilitation Mechanism has been set up to assist countries 
with economies in transition to implement the Protocol 
on Water and Health to the UNECE Water Convention*, 
and thereby ensuring access to safe water and adequate 
sanitation, protection of human health and sustainable 
management of water resources. 

The objectives of the Protocol are in clear line with the 
Millennium Development Goals (in particular Goal 4: 
Reduce child mortality and Goal 7: Ensure environmental 
sustainability). This is an important sign for donor countries, 
which have strict rules about the direction in which the 
money should go, and since the MDGs are high up on 
many Governments’ agendas, the hopes for the Facilitation 
Mechanism are high.

The Mechanism is a “win-
win” solution for both donors 
and recipients, with benefits 
including improved aid 
effectiveness, better-quality 
screening of projects, 
increased coordination and 
harmonization of action, 
and more transparent 
budget control. 

A positive development 
of the first meeting of the 
Ad Hoc Project Facilitation 
Mechanism on 25 June was 
the adoption of clear criteria 

for the eligibility of projects. In the first phase, Parties have 
agreed to focus on “enabling” projects which are fundamental 
for a proper implementation of the Protocol: setting targets 
and targets dates and establishing surveillance, early warning 
and response systems for water-related diseases. These 
will lay the foundations for future activities and ensure the 
development of coherent and integrated national strategies 
for the implementation of the Protocol with the involvement of 
the health, environment, water, infrastructures, development 
and tourism sectors.

The meeting also showed how successful the Facilitation 
Mechanism can be in practice as two detailed project 
proposals were presented by Moldova and Ukraine. These 
proposals immediately met the interest and support of 
Norway, Switzerland and Israel which expressed their 
intention of supporting the projects both through financial 
contributions and in-kind expert support. Several other 
potential recipient countries expressed their willingness to 
work with the Facilitation Mechanism.

For more information contact Francesca Bernardini at UNECE 
(francesca.bernardini@unece.org) or Roisin Rooney at WHO  
(rro@ecr.euro.who.int).
Website: http://www.unece.org/env/water/.

* Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes

Protocol on Water and Health is 
equipped with financial tool

UNECE Executive Secretary Marek Belka participated in the 
International Conference on Water Related Disaster Reduction 
(Dushanbe, Tajikistan, 27-28 June). 

Efforts to prevent and mitigate water-related disasters, which directly 
affect the safety and prosperity of millions of people in Central 
Asia, cannot be effectively undertaken in isolation, and Mr. Belka 
emphasized that risk reduction is inextricably linked to efficient, 
cooperative water management at the regional level.

He underlined the particular importance of the UNECE Water 
Convention* – the basic international legal document on transboundary 
water cooperation. Disaster prevention and mitigation have an 
important place in the work of the Convention, which also deals with 
climate change and adaptation of the water and water-related sectors, 
especially in the transboundary context. UNECE stands ready to 
assist those Central Asian countries that have not yet acceded to the 
Convention to prepare for its ratification and implementation.  

An International Conference on Cooperative Regional Water 
Management will be held on 17-18 November in Almaty.  Co-organized 
by UNECE and the Government of Germany in close cooperation 
with the International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea (IFAS), the event 
will launch fast-track projects which are ripe for implementation, 
offer effective assistance to the development of a modern legal 
basis for cross-border and regional water management, launch a 
process of joint search for the best forms and methods to strengthen 
regional institutions, like IFAS and the Interstate Committee on Water 
Cooperation, and present project proposals on energy efficiency, 
which could most effectively facilitate the development of market-

based solutions to problems, linked to 
the water–energy nexus.  

In Dushanbe Mr. Belka met with 
the President of Tajikistan, Mr. 
Emomali Rahmon. They reviewed 
cooperation between the Government 
of Tajikistan and UNECE, in particular 
in the framework of the United 
Nations Special Programme for the 
Economies of Central Asia (SPECA).  
In view of the critical water shortage 
experienced this year by all Central 
Asian States, they focused on the 
need to improve cooperative regional 
water management. 

During his visit Mr. Belka also met 
with the Ministers of Water and 
Amelioration, Foreign Affairs, Trans-

port, Energy and Industry as well as other decision-makers of the 
Government of Tajikistan. He held consultations on solutions for 
water-related problems in Central Asia with high level representatives 
of partner organizations, including Ms. Kori Udovicki, Director of the 
UNDP Regional Bureau for Europe and Central Asia.

For more information contact Marton Krasznai (marton.krasznai@unece.
org).

UNECE offers assistance for reducing 
risks of water-related disasters in 
Central Asia

http://www.unece.org/env/water/
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Seventeen of the top-ranked countries are UNECE 
member States; fifteen are Parties to the Aarhus 
Convention (Convention on Access to Information, 
Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to 
Justice in Environmental Matters). 

Scandinavian and Baltic countries score very well in the 
survey. In Eastern Europe, Ukraine ranked highest in 
E-Participation. 

For the complete UN e-Government Survey 2008, see 
http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/un/
unpan028607.pdf.
For more information contact Michael Stanley-Jones (public.
participation@unece.org).

In most UNECE countries preparations are under way for the next 
population and housing census, planned in general for 2010 or 2011. 
Significant changes in the methodology adopted to conduct the census 
are envisaged. Until the 2000 round, the majority of countries (about 
80%) performed a traditional census, based on a direct count of all 
individuals in a limited time period and across the whole country, using 
census forms. Only a few countries used registers to produce census 
data, either exclusively or in combination with other sources.

For the 2010 round, the number of countries using register data is 
expected to double, from 9 to 19, and some innovative methodological 
approaches have been developed, like the rolling census (in France) 
or the traditional census with yearly updates (in the United States of 
America). The number of countries taking a traditional census will 
decline from 35 in 2000 to 24 in 2010.

Countries are moving towards register-based census and innovative 
methodologies for various reasons, including: the complexity of the 
traditional census work, the difficulty of enumerating certain population 
groups, the need to exploit available data as far as possible, the need 
to produce data more frequently or to expand the range of census data.  
Register-based censuses may also help to reduce costs (once registers 
have been established) and to spread census expenditures over time, 
avoiding the peak in costs around the census year associated with the 
traditional census.  

Source: Information collected by UNECE from member countries.  
Data reflect the country information available in June 2008. 

2000 census round

E-Participation Index 2008: Top 35 Countries 
(Extract)

Italics (UNECE member State) and emphasis 
(Party to the Aarhus Convention) added

Information and Communication Technologies have enabled citizens to be directly 
involved in designing government programmes and services. E-participation is 
one tool that enables Governments to dialogue with their citizens. 

The UN E-Participation Index below for the year 2008 aims to capture the 
dimensions of government to citizen interaction and inclusion, by assessing the 
extent to which governments proactively solicit citizen input.

(UNECE Multilateral Treaties deposited with the 
Secretary-General) 

European Agreement concerning the Work of 
Crews of Vehicles Engaged in International 
Road Transport (AETR), Geneva, 1July 1970

 Accession: Monaco (16 June 2008)

Ratifications ... Accessions ...

Evolution of census methodology 
in the UNECE region

UN E-Participation Index 2008 :  
How well did UNECE countries do? 

1 United States 19 Bhutan
2 Republic of Korea 20 Austria
3 Denmark 21 China
4 France 22 Lithuania
5 Australia 23 Argentina
6 New Zealand 24 Brazil
7 Mexico 25 Colombia
8 Estonia 26 Mozambique
9 Sweden 27 United Kingdom
10 Singapore 28 Belgium
11 Canada 29 Bolivia
12 Japan 30 Lebanon
13 Luxembourg 31 Switzerland
14 Ukraine 32 El Salvador
15 Jordan 33 Malta
16 Netherlands 34 Costa Rica
17 Norway 35 Spain
18 Viet Nam

Plans for 2010
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