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Issue Nº 262 – 25 March-4 April 2008

Two ad hoc Groups of Experts, one on 

Hinterland Connections of Seaports and 

the other on Euro-Asian Transport Links, 

were recently approved by the UNECE 

Inland Transport Committee and the UNECE 

Executive Committee.

Improving seaport effi ciency

The Group of Experts on Hinterland 

Connections of Seaports will prepare 

recommendations to UNECE Governments 

on how to improve seaport effi ciency and 

connectivity with inland transport modes. It will 

also coordinate the organization of a 

prestigious international conference, 

hosted by the Greek Government, 

in Piraeus in September 2008.  

Modern supply chain management systems and logistics will become 

of paramount importance for the competitiveness of economies in the 

UNECE region. They will fundamentally reshape the way goods are supplied, 

produced, delivered and returned. 

Driven by consumer demand and the globalization of production and trade, 

supply and distribution chains are getting longer. Just-in-time supply, 

production and distribution systems increasingly require reliable, fl exible, fast 

and effi cient transport systems.  This has a crucial impact on modal choices 

made by the industry (road, rail, inland water, sea and/or air transport). 

Global challenges

Experts of the UNECE Working Party on 

Intermodal Transport and Logistics, meeting 

in Geneva on 17 and 18 March, stressed that 

Governments need to better understand the 

requirements of such modern supply and 

logistics chains, which do not stop at national 

borders. 

National transport policies must be coordinated 

and harmonized to respond to these global 

challenges. Such policies should provide the 

appropriate regulatory framework, transport 

infrastructure and skill. This, in turn, will ensure 

a level playing fi eld among all actors and allow 

for sustainable, safe and secure freight transport 

and mobility.  

Logistics requirements

The Working Party has taken the lead in 

responding to these challenges. It 

has started analysing the underlying 

causes and requirements of logistics 

New logistics trends will fundamentally 

reshape European transport systems
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New expert groups on international 

transport issues
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Government, academic and business 

experts from a number of UNECE 

countries will make up the Group, which 

will collaborate with the Working Party on 

Intermodal Transport and Logistics, the 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 

and other relevant bodies within the United Nations system. Its fi rst 

meeting will take place in Geneva on 18 April 2008.

Effi cient transport linkages

The aim of the Group of Experts on Euro-Asian Transport Links 

is to ensure ongoing international cooperation in Phase II (2008-

2011) of the joint UNECE-UNESCAP Project to develop effi cient 

transport linkages across the Euro-Asian land bridge.  Phase I 

(2002-2007) saw 18 countries cooperate in the framework of the 

Project.  

The Group will be composed of national experts nominated 

by participating member States of UNECE and UNESCAP, as 

well as experts of relevant international governmental and non-

governmental organizations. It will meet for the fi rst time in the 

second half of 2008.

The two Groups will be coordinated by the Working Party on 

Transport Trends and Economics. ~

For more information see http://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp5/wp5_

ge1_01.html and http://www.unece.org/trans/main/eatl/intro.html.

Reconciling parenthood and employment

Source: UNECE gender database

Note: The employment rate used here refers to the percentage share of employed women 

aged 25-49 in the corresponding female population.

NOTE:  CORRECTED GRAPH, IN THE PREVIOUS VERSION THE 

AGE GROUPS WERE NOT PROPERLY REPRESENTED
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Employment rate of women aged 25-49 according to the age of 

youngest child, 2005-2006 (per cent)

With dual-earner families prevailing in 

modern households (see UNECE Weekly 

No. 261), the question of how to reconcile 

work and family life, and particularly 

parenthood, becomes increasingly important. 

In general, more women than men are faced 

with the diffi cult choice – whether to stay in 

employment or leave it (at least temporarily) 

to take care of children. 

As the chart attests, the difference in 

employment rates of women without 

children and those with children is quite 

substantial in West European countries 

and Canada, but not in the two South-

East European countries. The difference 

also varies depending on the child’s age 

– women with a child under two years have 

in general the lowest employment rate. (In 

Romania, however, the opposite is true.) The 

employment rates edge up as children reach 

school age. 

The particularity of the mother-child 

relation at low child-age is one reason for 

the low employment rates of women with 

a child below two years. Some UNECE 

countries provide extended paid or non-paid 

parental leave that helps women to remain 

in employment during that period. The 

availability of child care facilities, which is 

generally better for children above two years, 

also plays an important role. 

determining transport demand, 

transport quality and land use 

(location of logistics centres and 

intermodal terminals). 

In addition, it participates in 

information exchange on best practices and transport policy 

options for Governments.

Benefi ts to be gained

The experts agreed that East European, Caucasus 

and Central Asian countries would benefi t from actively 

participating in this work as intermodal transport and 

logistics are rapidly growing elements of the global supply 

chain that will increasingly affect their economies.

Extending AGTC network

The Working Party also fi nalized a package of amendments 

to the European Agreement on Important International 

Transport Lines and Related Installations (AGTC) that will 

extend the existing AGTC network of railway lines and 

terminals to the Baltic States and to countries in Central 

Asia. ~

For more information contact Eva Molnar, Director (eva.

molnar@unece.org) or Martin Magold, Chief of Border Crossing 

Facilitation Section (martin.magold@unece.org).

Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/wp24/welcome.html.
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