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High level discussions on energy took place during “Energy Week” – 26-30 
November – in conjunction with the Committee on Sustainable Energy’s 16th 
annual session. 

Opening the session, UNECE Executive Secretary Marek Belka pointed out that 
environmental sustainability continued to be one of the key challenges faced by 
the Region. Energy security once again emerged as a major concern, however 
various presentations made during the session stressed that energy security now 
had to be addressed through energy efficiency. 

Financing of different energy sectors was considered a priority topic 
during the high level segment dedicated to the review of the energy 
situation by participating international organizations. The International 
Energy Agency estimates the total investments needed to be $22 

Bali United Nations Climate Change Conference
Presentation by Marek Belka, UNECE Executive Secretary

UNECE has a wide range of activities linked to 
climate change mitigation. The region has, like 
others, already experienced what might be a 
warning of the consequences of a changing 
climate. The summer of 2003 was exceptionally 
warm and dry and many thousands of premature 
deaths resulted from the unusually high 

temperatures in western Europe. Farm stock 
and crops also suffered severe losses in many 
areas. More recently, both southern Europe and 
North America have been hit by major forest 
fires, destroying property and adding to the global 
CO2 burden. These were the result of very dry 
weather conditions and, while such fires are not 
uncommon, the scale of the events was highly 
unusual.

On the other hand, Europe has also experienced 
unusual flood events in recent years. All of these 
so-called natural disasters have heightened 
awareness of the potential problems for the 
future.

This awareness extends across the region as 
well as to other regions of the world and UNECE 
States are taking action to meet the challenges 
of the future. But we do not see climate change 
mitigation in isolation; it is just one issue that 
threatens a sustainable future for mankind. We 
are looking to integrated approaches to ensure 
we can deal effectively with all our problems. 
And such problems are often interrelated. It is 
necessary to look at a range of policies to arrive at 
solutions. Sustainable energy and climate change 
mitigation must address, for example, energy 

efficiency, clean technology and renewable resources. Policies need to extend from 
the energy sector, to transport, land mwanagement and beyond.

Such integrated approaches are a challenge to all countries. Developed States may 
need to change what they are already doing, developing States are presented with 
new options that might seem to be more costly or difficult to implement. But one 
of the messages from the recent “Environment for Europe” Ministerial Conference, 
held in Belgrade in October, was that environmental policies should be integrated 

with development at an early stage. The costs of dealing with damage 
from pollution once it has occurred can far 
outweigh the costs of pollution controls at 
the outset. Indeed, some benefits can be 
achieved for relatively little cost.

But if we look at everything together we 
do not lose sight of our many problems. 
Indeed, we may find common solutions 
and we can avoid creating one problem by 
solving another. A simple example is the 
burning of wood as a renewable energy 
source. From a greenhouse gas viewpoint 
this makes sense. But there is a need to 
use appropriate technology when burning 
wood. It is not a clean fuel.

In Europe there is much concern 
about premature death through fine particles 
in the air. WHO has estimated the average 
life months lost across Europe and it is 
very large in some areas. It 
is expected to improve in the 
coming years, but uncontrolled 
burning of wood could reverse 
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“...we can integrate policies, for example with energy efficient 
housing...”

A brochure expands further on the infor-mation provided in this article, at http://www.unece.org/highlights/what_ECE_does/2007/what_ECE-12_climate.pdf.



The Side Event of the five United Nations Regional Commissions — Regional Perspectives on Addressing Climate Change —  
featured presentations by two Special Envoys of the UN Secretary-General on Climate Change (Mr. Han Seung-soo and 
Mr. Ricardo Lagos), the Minister of Environment of Indonesia, the Executive Secretary of UNFCCC, as well as the Executive 
Secretaries of the Regional Commissions.

The objective of the Side Event was to foster debate on the regions’ specific perspectives in addressing climate change. 

http://www.unece.org/highlights/what_ECE_does/2007/what_ECE-12_climate.pdf
http://www.unece.org/highlights/what_ECE_does/2007/what_ECE-12_climate.pdf
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Source: Gender statistics database (www.unece.org/stats/data).

Note: The old age dependency ratio (OADR) is the ratio of the elderly, i.e. persons 
over the age of 65, per 100 persons of working age (15 to 64 years old).

Currently, the Old Age Dependency Ratio 
in EU-27 is 24 per 100, which means 
that about four persons of working age 
finance one elderly person. A similar 
proportion is observed also in many other 
European countries while in Central Asia 
and the Caucasus (except for Georgia) 
the ratio is much lower. This ratio is 
important regarding fiscal expenditures 
and the ability to finance them. The 
burden for the working age population 
can become hard to tolerate, particularly 
in countries where pension schemes are 
established as a PAYGO (pay-as-you-go) 
system, i.e. the current contributors pay 
the expenses of the current beneficiaries. 

Two main factors are behind the high 
OADR in Europe: firstly, the majority of 
European countries have a birth rate 
under the replacement level (2.1 births 
per woman) and secondly, the high-level 
living and medical standards result in 
an extended life expectancy.  In turn, 
some countries in the sample have a 
lower OADR due to the less prominent 
population ageing trends. 

Old age dependency ratios 2004
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trillion up to 2030, corresponding to 
2% of world GDP. Growing demand for 
hydrocarbon resources, replacement 

of obsolete equipment, and new environmental requirements call for strong financial 
participation. As a response to this financial need, international financial institutions such 
as the World Bank and EBRD have oriented significant amounts of their investments and 
loans to the energy sector. To further stimulate investments, energy projects’ financial 
risks have to be diminished by a stronger legal and regulatory framework, as was pointed 
out by a representative of 
the Energy Charter. The 
issue was also considered 
from the private sector 
perspective, both from the 
exporter (Gazprombank, 
KazMunayGaz) and the 
importer side (ENI SpA). 

George Kowalski, Director 
of Sustainable Energy 
Division, stressed that 
energy security goes 
beyond oil and natural gas 
supplies and highly involves 
the electricity industry. Half 
the investments in the energy sector should be directed to the power sector, according 
to the IEA. In this respect, a special Forum was dedicated to Investment in Cleaner 
Electricity Production, which examined carbon capture and storage perspectives. 
A special session on biofuels pointed out that bioenergy could contribute to energy 
diversification while stimulating growth for rural communities, accelerating technological 
innovation and contributing to climate change mitigation. 

The IEA evaluates GHG emissions growth as from 27 Gt in 2005 to 42 Gt in 2030 
according to the reference scenario. If however appropriate policies are adopted, an 
alternative scenario could bring emissions down to 34 Gt, which would lower emissions 
by 20% comparatively to the reference scenario. Regional cooperation through the 
UNECE platform could play a key role in this field. 

For more information contact Gianluca Sambucini (info.energy@unece.org).
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this trend in some parts of the region.

Linking policies and developing integrated 
approaches are seen by UNECE as key to 
effective solutions to our problems. For air 
pollution the links are obvious - many of the 
traditional pollutant gases are often emitted 
from the same sources – from energy 
production and transport. But we can integrate 
policies, for example with energy efficient 
housing, and solve air pollution, CO2 emissions 
as well as perhaps social problems. 

If we cut CO2 emissions, we may cut other 
pollutants too. But more importantly we have 
calculated that integrated approaches can 
achieve cuts in both CO2 and other pollutants 
for much less cost and much more effectively 
than if separate solutions are applied. We can 
achieve double benefits. Here we see that 
a modest increase in cost by applying CO2 
control measures can change air pollution 
controls from a +2% CO2 to a -8% CO2 
scenario. A 20% reduction of CO2, using a 
higher cost per ton CO2 abatement, will further 
reduce air pollution control costs.

UNECE is very active in the fight to mitigate the 
effects of the region’s economic development 
on climate change. It is working in diverse 
areas such as air pollution, water resources, 
transport, energy, housing, forests and timber, 
and biomass. The bringing together of these 
diverse areas of work to develop integrated 
policies, is the most effective way to ensure 
long-term sustainability for the future of our 
planet. 
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