
On 29 October 2007, an agreement on the functioning of the TIR 
system was signed by the UNECE Executive Secretary, Mr. Marek 
Belka, and the Secretary-General of the International Road Transport 
Union (IRU), Mr. Martin Marmy. This Agreement stipulates the roles and 
responsibilities of the IRU in the framework of the TIR Convention.   

The TIR Convention 
facilitates the movement 
of goods across 
borders and provides 
Governments and trade 
with a simple, effective 
and globally applicable 
Customs transit 
system. Currently, the 
TIR Convention has 
68 Contracting Parties 
and covers Europe, 
North America and 
several countries in 
South America. It also 
increasingly reaches 

out to countries in North Africa, the Middle East and Asia. Annually, 
more than 3.5 million international TIR transports are carried out by 
40,000 transport operators. 

The TIR system is essentially based on public-private partnership. In 
particular, the Contracting Parties to the TIR Convention has authorized 
the IRU to organize and manage an international guarantee system, 
being one of the most important elements of the TIR procedure. The 
IRU has performed this function since the very beginning of the TIR 
system in 1959. The Agreement, concluded by the UNECE on behalf 
of Contracting Parties, has become another recognition of the vital 
role that the IRU plays in the TIR system. The document is valid for 
3 years and is expected to be renewed no later than 2010.  

For more information on the TIR Convention visit: http://www.unece.
org/trans/bcf/tir/welcome.html, or contact Eva Molnar (eva.molnar@
unece.org). 
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2007 UNECE Ministerial Conference on Ageing
León, Spain, 6-8 November 2007

This year, UNECE member States are taking stock of the 
implementation of the commitments made in 2002 when 
they adopted the Regional Implementation Strategy (RIS) for 
the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA), 
recognizing that the need to adjust to demographic change has 
become more acute. What is the real situation five years on? 
Have Governments been able to take the actions necessary to 
prepare and adapt their societies for demographic change?

The UNECE Ministerial Conference on Ageing in León, Spain, 
from 6 to 8 November 2007, will review progress made, 
challenges to be met and opportunities to be used. León 
is expecting about 300 delegates from all over the region, 
including 25 ministers. The Conference is expected to adopt 
a ministerial declaration that will identify priorities for future 
action.

Twenty-five years have passed since the first World Assembly on Ageing, held in 
Vienna in 1982, which marked the first time in history that ageing was put on the political 
agenda as one of the most salient developments of our times. The International Plan of 
Action on Ageing adopted by the Assembly prompted policymakers to put more efforts 
in the field. Subsequent international instruments, and specifically the United Nations 
Principles for Older Persons, as well as the observation of 1999 as the International 
Year of Older Persons, further emphasized the resolve of the international community 
to address ageing and the challenges that it creates.  Various other international 
instruments adopted by major United Nations conferences and summits have played a 
significant role in advancing the thinking on what are the most appropriate policies and 
programmes in the field of ageing.

In September 2002, five months after the 
second World Assembly on Ageing, the Madrid 
International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA) 
was adopted. The 2002 UNECE Ministerial 
Conference on Ageing in Berlin considered 
and adopted its Regional Implementation 
Strategy (RIS). The Strategy includes a 
concrete catalogue of measures in the form of 
10 commitments, the implementation of which 
will be reviewed at the Ministerial Conference 
in León. 

Ageing on the political agenda

A Society for All Ages: Challenges and 
Opportunities
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Final consumption expenditure per person in selected UNECE economies 
2006, in US$ (converted using GDP PPPs)

Integrated approach

Building a society for all ages is recognized as the overarching objective of ageing related actions. 
Delegates will discuss how to apply an integrated approach, one that considers the different needs of different stages 
of an individual’s life course, allowing people to reach old age in better health and security. Considering ageing across 
all policy areas (mainstreaming) and ensuring participation of persons of all ages in decision-making processes are 
other important topics. The role of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) is vital in implementing such participatory 

approach, as is the need for research to strengthen the knowledge base for policymaking.

Active participation at all ages

Adjustments to social protection systems, the 
labour market and health care constitute the 
core of ageing related policy interventions in 
many countries and the policy options and 
good practices in these areas will receive much 
attention. However, governments recognize 
that it is crucial to go beyond the adjustments 
motivated mainly by fiscal concerns and 
achieve a change in the mindset, towards 
more flexible views that accommodate active 
participation in society of people of all ages. 
This includes promoting active ageing, lifelong 
learning and intergenerational solidarity, and 
leaving more room for individual choice in 
life-course transitions among education, work 
and retirement. Ageing will continue for many 
decades and the current stage of demographic 
bonus will not return. Member States therefore 
need to make adjustments that are sustainable 
in the long run. 

For more information contact Andres Vikat 
(ageing@unece.org).

Website: http://www.unece.org/pau/age/
ConferenceonAgeing_2007.

Information and Communication Technology  
Policy and Legal Issues for Central Asia

The development of ICT enables businesses and 
individuals to communicate and transact with 
other parties electronically, instantaneously and 
internationally. This gives rise to a variety of legal 
and regulatory issues for policymakers, from 
the validity of electronic methods of contracting 
and the security risks inherent in them, to 
concerns over cybercrime and the ability to 
protect intellectual property rights online. ITC 
policymakers are constantly facing challenges 
in dealing with these issues. The promotion 
of harmonized law reforms, which would 
facilitate the sound development of eCommerce 
and related activities, so that citizens have appropriate protection 
against harmful behaviour, is a way to address these challenges. 

This guide examines the legal issues raised in five distinct areas and highlights 
relevant development and best practice initiatives at the international and regional 
level. It concludes with recommendations to member countries of the United 
Nations Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia (SPECA) about 
how to facilitate the law reform process with respect to ITC issues. 

Available from the UN Publications, Sales and Marketing Section 
(unogbookshop@unog.ch).  
For more information contact Michiko Enomoto (michiko.enomoto@unece.org).

 Large differences in consumption possibilities 
between UNECE countries

Facts and Figures

Consumption expenditure per person is a commonly used indicator for 
comparing standards of living across countries. The graph represents 
selected UNECE economies according to final consumption expenditure per 
person in 2006. The figures have been made comparable in real terms by 
converting into US dollars by the so-called purchasing power parities (PPP), 
which eliminate the effects of different price levels and exchange rates. In 
most developed market economies of the UNECE region, the expenditure on 
goods and services per person is lower than in the United States. 

The only exception in the sample is Luxembourg. The living 
standard, as measured by the consumption per person, 
is higher in North America, EU15 and EFTA and lower in 
CIS and Western Balkans countries. The difference in the 
living standards is illustrated by an annual consumption of 
goods and services per person of around US$ 37,000 in the 
United States, compared to US$ 2-3,000 in Azerbaijan and 
Kyrgyzstan. 

continued
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