
The recent surge of interest in renewable energies 
and, in particular, biomass energies has complex 
consequences all over the world. UNECE and FAO 
are together exploring these impacts and opportunities 
for the forest sector in the European region, so that 
policymaking may be based on the most reliable and 
recent information and analysis. 

Wulf Killmann, Director of the FAO Forest Industries 
and Products Division said: “Wood is at present by 

far the largest renewable energy source in Europe and higher demand 
for renewable energy is causing price increases, even local shortages, 
of wood. Some wood using industries have expressed concern about the 
future availability and price of wood. Many countries and the EU have set 
policy targets for the use of biomass or renewable energy, but it is by no 
means clear how much wood energy can contribute to achieving these 
targets, or what the consequences will be for other wood users. There is an 
urgent need to improve our understanding of the issues and thus to achieve 
the best possible policy choices.” 

To address these questions a UNECE/FAO policy forum on “Opportunities 
and impacts of bioenergy policies and targets on the forest and other sectors: 
what is the future contribution of wood to meeting UNECE region’s energy 
needs?” was held in Geneva on 10 October, in conjunction with the annual 
session of the UNECE Timber Committee. 

A study on “wood resources availability and 
demand – implications of renewable energy 
policies” by the UNECE/FAO Timber Section in 
cooperation with the University of Hamburg was 
presented at the Forum. Analysing national and 
European policies and targets for renewable 
energy, it showed that huge extra amounts of 
wood would be required in the future if these 
targets were to be met. 

Kit Prins, Chief of the UNECE/FAO Timber Section 
explained that research is urgently needed on 
various sources and uses of wood, which are 
currently not covered by statistics. “Many countries 
do not know for example how much wood is used 
for energy by private households, which is a major 
component of domestic energy use.” 

Statistics, presentations and the background paper 
are all available online:  
www.unece.org/trade/timber/docs/tc-sessions/tc-
65/policyforum/

or contact Kit Prins (christopher.prins@unece.org).
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 At the request of the Inland Transport Committee 
and the Conference of European Statisticians, the 
Working Party on Transport Statistics (WP.6) invited 
the secretariat to work towards the use of the PC-
AXIS dissemination platform for the on-line diffusion 
of transport data.

	 The	first	part	of	the	UNECE	Transport	Database	
is now posted at http://w3.unece.org/pxweb/Dialog/
Default.asp.

 This UNECE Transport Database includes several 
time	 series	 on	 Road	 Traffic	 Accidents,	 Railway	
Transport and Inland Waterways.  The Data on Road 
Traffic	Accidents	are	disaggregated	and	give	detailed	
information	on	accidents	provoked	by	the	influence	of	
alcohol	as	well	as	specific	circumstances	of	accidents	
such as location, time of occurrence, road condition, 
personal injuries and deaths. Further development of 
the on-line database will include additional transport 
statistics indicators covering several aspects.

For more information contact Ould Khou Sid’Ahmed 
(stat.trans@unece.org).

New transport database

Number of road accidents involving one or more persons under the 
influence of alcohol
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Bioenergy policies and targets:

opportunity for, or threat to, the European forests?  
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Source: UNECE Gender statistics database (www.unece.org/
stats/data).

Note: Data relate to the composition of the lower or single house 
of the parliament as observed on 30 June 2006 and 2007. The 
sample covers countries where a legislative election took place 
between these two dates. 

The Ministerial Conference held in Belgrade on 
10-12	 October	 was	 the	 first	 Conference	 within	 the	
“Environment for Europe” process to be carbon 
neutral.

The Conference organizers calculated how much 
carbon dioxide, and other greenhouse gases, would 
be produced by the Conference – mostly as a result 
of	 participants	 flying	 to	 the	 Conference,	 but	 local	
transport, energy consumed and waste generated 
at the conference venue, hotel accommodation and 
more were also counted in. 

UNECE has asked the CarbonNeutral Company 
to identify possible renewable energy projects to 
compensate for the emissions. These projects, funded 
by the Portuguese Presidency of the EU, should 
result in an equivalent reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions, so cancelling out the Conference’s effect 
on global warming. 

Carbon neutral conference

 Parity between men and women in national legislatures 
still remains distantFacts and Figures

The equal participation of women and men in public 
life is one of the cornerstones of the 1979 United 
Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women, to which most UNECE 
countries are signatories. Nonetheless, in many of them, 
the inequality between men and women in positions of 
power and decision-making remains striking. 

National legislative elections may act as a barometer of 
changes regarding the role of women in society. The chart 
indicates the direction of change: in the elections held 
between June 2006 and 2007 in half of the countries under 
consideration, citizen’s votes went for a more balanced 
gender participation in the parliaments as compared to the 
previous elections. The progress was especially notable 
in The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and in 
Serbia, where women’s share increased more than 8 
percentage points. In other countries, on the other hand, 
the women’s share remained unchanged or declined 
slightly. Overall, the share of women’s representation at 
national level remains under 20% in many countries, well 
below the 30% which has been widely recognized as the 
minimum benchmark to ensure a critical mass. 

Women’s share of parliament members  
in selected UNECE countries

http://www.unece.org
www.unece.org/stats/data
www.unece.org/stats/data

