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Sixth Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe”
Belgrade, 10-12 October 2007

Workshop for journalists
SAVA Centre, Belgrade, 9 October

PROVISIONAL AGENDA

9.30 a.m. - 9.45 a.m. Welcoming remarks 
Host country

9.45 a.m. - 10.15 a.m. Introduction to the Conference and the EfE process 
UNECE secretariat

OUR ENVIRONMENT: WHERE WE ARE NOW?
10.15 a.m. - 10.45 a.m. State of the environment (Belgrade Assessment)

European Environmental Agency 
10.45 a.m. - 11.15 a.m. Environmental policy in EECCA countries

OECD/EAP Task Force
11.15 a.m. - 11.45 a.m. Environmental Policy in South-Eastern Europe

UNDP-Montenegro 
OUR ENVIRONMENT: WHAT ACTIONS ARE WE TAKING?
Noon - 12.30 p.m. Education for sustainable development

UNECE secretariat
12.30 p.m. - 1 p.m. Multilateral environmental agreements and 

Environmental Performance Reviews
UNECE secretariat

1 p.m. - 2 p.m. LUNCH
Multilateral environmental agreements (continued)

2 p.m. - 2.30 p.m. Biodiversity 
Pan-European biological and landscape diversity 
strategy and the European ECO-Forum

OUR ENVIRONMENT: WHAT IS THE ROAD AHEAD?
2.30 p.m. - 2.50 p.m. Are we wasting energy? 

UNECE secretariat
2.50 p.m. - 3.10 p.m. Can we afford a better environment?

UNECE secretariat
3.10 p.m. - 3.30 p.m. Do partnerships make a difference?

To be confirmed 
3.45 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. Closing remarks and final discussion

WHAT
UNECE  is organizing a workshop for journalists in order to provide them with information on the major issues to be discussed 
and the decisions expected at the Sixth Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe”, the “Environment for Europe” 
process and its role in addressing key environmental problems.

WHY 
The ultimate goal of the workshop is 
to raise the awareness of journalists 
on the issues to be addressed by the 
Belgrade Conference and enhance 
their capacity to report on the key 
environmental issues and decisions 
to be adopted at the Conference. It is 
expected that major outcomes of the 
workshop would be: 

 Enhanced capacity of journalists 
in reporting on environmental issues
 Deepened understanding of 
participants on key environmental 
challenges and issues in the UNECE 
region
 Enhanced visibility of the 
Conference through effective media 
coverage 

WHO may participate
It is expected that journalists with 
a proven interest in environmental 
issues will attend the workshop.

LANGUAGES
English and Russian interpretation 
will be provided. 

HOW to participate 
A registration form should be sent, 
together with a letter of assignment 
and copy of press card and passport, 
to info.ece@unece.org and efe@
unece.org. The registration form and 
an outline of the letter of assignment 
can be found at http://www.efe-
belgrade2007.org/media/index.htm.

For more information contact info.ece@
unece.org or efe@unece.org. 
For the SAVA Centre see http://www.
savacentar.com/eng/onama.jsp.

 Each session will consist of a presentation by a key partner (up to 10 minutes) 
followed by a question-and-answer session.
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Business services, namely software development, 
R&D, and other knowledge-intensive services, 
are considered to be important drivers of 
competitiveness. In the UNECE region, these 
services have grown strongly in recent years, 
thanks to the international market liberalization 
and the continuing technological development. In 
2001-2005, turnover of business services in some 
emerging UNECE economies tripled (e.g. Ukraine) 
albeit from low levels, while in the advanced 
economies this sector’s expansion was somewhat 
less spectacular but still solid. 

The graph depicts a similar pattern: with 11 to 20% 
increase over the five years the market of business 
services seems to be stable in the Western EU 
economies if compared with its rapid expansion in 
the Eastern EU countries. However, there is nearly 
no distinction regarding the sectoral contribution 
to business services growth: legal, accounting 
etc. services or computer and related activities 
interchangeably contributed the most. Only in 
Lithuania, where the business services sector 
was 90% bigger in 2005 than in 2001, was the 
advertising sector the main contributor. 

Source: UNECE Statistical database and Eurostat.

*Sectors k72, k741, k744, k745 according to the NACE, Rev. 1.1 (2002). 

Off the Press  

Ecosystems provide a wealth of services that are fundamental for proper environmental 
functioning and economic and social development. While demand for these services, 
including provision of clean freshwater, is continuously increasing, the capacity of 
ecosystems to provide such services is hampered by their ever-growing degradation 
which diminishes the prospect of sustainable development.

These Recommendations indicate the measures to apply to integrate into sustainable 
development policies the value of services supplied by water-related ecosystems 
– such as forests and wetlands – as well as to provide compensation for such 
services. 

In recent years innovative financing mechanisms – and more specifically payments 
for ecosystem services (PES) – have become crucial for addressing failures in 
environmental management. PES make it possible to internalize environmental 
costs and benefits in decision-making. PES have the potential to improve the 
quality of decision-making and facilitate the integration of relevant policies (e.g. 
agriculture and forestry, urban development water, energy and transport) at all 
levels. 

Experience has shown, however, that PES can contribute to more sustainable 
management of resources only if specific conditions are met.  The 
Recommendations are therefore based on good practices and lessons learned 
in the implementation of PES and provide step-by-step guidance for their design 
and implementation. 

For more information contact Francesca Bernardini (water.convention@unece.org).

Recommendations on payments for ecosystem services in 
integrated water resources management

  High turnover growth in business services in 2001 – 2005Facts and Figures
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