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Noeleen Heyzer of Singapore has been 
appointed Executive Secretary of the 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific, the first woman to head 
ESCAP.

Ms. Heyzer was the first Executive Director 
from the South to head the United Nations Development Fund for 
Women (UNIFEM), the leading operational agency within the United 
Nations to promote women’s empowerment and gender equality.  
Before joining UNIFEM she worked as a researcher for the World 
Employment Programme of the International Labour Organization, 
and was a Fellow at the Institute of Development Studies at the 
University of Sussex. She served in the ESCAP region, where she 
focused on youth employment and the preparation for the Third World 
Conference on Women. She was also Director of the Gender 
Programme of the Asia and Pacific Development Centre.  

Mr. Al-Dafa has 
recently served as 
Ambassador of Qatar 
to the United States 
and Permanent 
Observer to the 
Organization of American States (OAS).  He has 
enjoyed a long and distinguished career in foreign 
affairs and non-governmental services, which has 
included representing Qatar as Ambassador to the 
Russian Federation, France, Egypt and Spain.  He 
has also served as the non-resident Ambassador 
to Finland, Greece, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, 
Switzerland and Mexico. Mr. Al Dafa has also served 
as Director of the European and American Affairs 
Department at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Highlights of Mr. Al-Dafa’s service with international 
non-governmental organizations include super-vision 
of programmes for building housing for families 
with limited income in Africa and participation in 
landmine-removal programmes in the Balkans. 
He has also actively participated in fund-raising 
programmes with various children’s hospitals that 
support the social needs of children in Asia and in 
North America and helped to raise funds and support 
for the empowerment of women in North Africa and 
Central Asia. He has been involved in organizing 
conferences on democracy and free trade and inter-
religious dialogue.

Mr. Al-Dafa received his master’s degree in 
international public policy from Johns Hopkins 
University and his bachelor’s degree in political 
science and economics from Western Michigan 
University in the United States.  He has been awarded 
the Ordre du Mérite from France. 

Website:  http://www.escwa.org.lb/

The current debate on poverty reduction, 
debt relief and, more broadly, the efficacy of 
development assistance have shed renewed 
light on foreign aid. Official development 
assistance (ODA) is at the heart of a new 
bipolarism that is evident in both the donor 
and the recipient countries. On one hand, 
there is a growing perception in the recipient 
countries that the donors are not sharing 
opportunities and wealth in supporting 
economic growth and fighting poverty in the 
developing world. On the other hand, public 
opinion in the donor countries increasingly 
considers development assistance as 
nothing more than a way to sustain 
undemocratic regimes and support 
unsustainable economic policies.

This paper by Abdur Chowdhury, Director of the Technical 
Cooperation Unit, and Paolo Garonna, Deputy Executive Secretray, 
was presented at the ‘Winds of Change’ Conference organized by 
CASE in Kiev earlier this year. It is now available in the CASE Studies 
and Analyses Series. For more information, see 
http://www.case.com.pl/strona--ID-strona_glowna,nlang-710.html.

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon announced on 
30 July the appointment of two senior officials, 
Mr. Bader Al-Dafa of Qatar as Executive Secretary 
of the Economic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA) and Ms. Noeleen Heyzer 
of Singapore as Executive Secretary of the 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP).
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CASE - Center for Economic and Social Research - is an international non-profit independent 
research and policy-advisory institute established in Warsaw in 1991. It works on the transition 
process in Central and Eastern Europe, the Transcaucasus and Central Asia; European 
integration; and the world economy.

Questions have also been raised regarding the 
magnitude of development assistance. The paper shows 
that once we add to the ODA expenditures the recent 
surge in spending for peacekeeping and humanitarian 

intervention, the picture of the donor countries’ commitments changes 
significantly.

The question that is, therefore, relevant for the debate on the efficacy 
of development assistance is not so much an issue of how much, but 

rather for what. In view of the growing doubts on ODA’s effectiveness in achieving 
its intended aims, this paper proposes an alternative approach to development assistance 
policies – economic integration and subsidiarity provide the conditions necessary for ODA 
to produce higher rates of economic growth on a sustainable basis. Europe is an excellent 
case in point, in this context. Europe has in the last few decades experienced a number 
of success stories in moving out of poverty and on to sustainable economic growth. The 
secret of success has been the push towards economic integration, and the adoption 
of economic reforms at the local, national, and regional level conducive to economic 
growth.

The recipient countries of development assistance have much to learn from the European 
experience. The need for a political thrust, strategic purpose, institutional support and 
bold reform initiatives to supplement the receipt of development assistance cannot be 
overemphasized. Efforts to successfully integrate into the global economic system is 
also a pre-condition for these countries for better enjoying the fruits of foreign economic 
assistance.  

Ms. Heyzer 
has served on 
numerous boards 
and advisory 
committees of 

international organizations.

Ms. Heyzer received a Bachelor 
of Arts and a Master’s of Arts from 
the University of Singapore and a 
doctorate in social sciences from 
Cambridge University in the United 
Kingdom.  She has received several 
awards for leadership, including the 
UNA-Harvard Leadership Award, 
the Woman of Distinction Award 
from the UN-NGO Committee on 
the Status of Women, the NCRW 
“Women Who Make a Difference” 
Award in 2005 and the Dag 
Hammarskjöld Medal in 2004. 

Website: http://www.unescap.org/
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Source: UNECE Gender statistics database (http://w3.unece.org/pxweb/Dialog/).  
Data are mostly from the last (2000 or 2001) population census.   * Data refer to 2000 instead of 2001.

Economic and social changes in individual countries 
seem to invoke different behaviour with regard 
to family formation, resulting in a very uneven 
distribution of the private household types amongst 
UNECE countries. At one extreme there are still 
countries with traditional societies, like Albania, 
where the large majority of households remain 
composed of a family couple, in most cases with 
children, while one-person households and one-
parent households are relatively infrequent.  

One-parent households are also 
significant: currently their share 
exceeds 10% of all households in 
Ireland, Czech Republic, Belarus 
and Estonia. The multi-family and 
three-generation households that 
constitute the category of “other 
private households” in the chart 
seem to be quite common in 
Bulgaria, Moldova and Lithuania. 

In general, however, family-couple 
households constitute a much 
smaller proportion, accounting 
for less than 50% in the countries 
of Northern and Eastern Europe. 
In these countries an important 
category is one-person households, 
which account for about 37% of the 
households in Denmark, Finland 
and Germany. 
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