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Land-locked Central Asian countries 
share unique challenges in terms of 
access to ICT, such as limited access 
to seaports, mountainous terrain and 
geographically dispersed populations. 
Broadband Internet access allows 
further development of e-government, 
e-commerce, e-health and other ICT 
enabled services, which contributes 
to enhanced competitiveness of the 
public sector, enterprises and the 
nation itself.  

With the objective of promoting and 
supporting cooperation among Central 
Asian countries in broadband and ICT 
development in the region, UNECE 
together with the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), the 
Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) 
and the United Nations Development 
Programme in Uzbekistan joined 
forces to organize a Regional 
Workshop in Tashkent on Broadband 
and ICT Development for Improved 
Communication in Central Asia (21-22 
June). 

The Workshop was organized in 
cooperation with the Government of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan through 
the Communication and Information 
Agency of Uzbekistan and Association 
of IT Companies and Organizations 
of Uzbekistan. This Workshop was 
the first of its kind in Uzbekistan 
and was attended by over 100 key 
government officials of Central-Asian 
countries, international and regional 
organizations.

How transparent 
and accountable 
are our international 
institutions? Should 
intergovernmental 
meetings be open or 
closed? Does NGO 
participation threaten 
the sovereignty of 
nation States or enrich 
the intergovernmental 
process? Should 
NGOs have the right to 

make proposals, to take the floor? Should 
they have to prove their legitimacy? Should 
the public have any role in supporting the 
enforcement of international environmental 
laws?

These were among the questions discussed 
at a two-day meeting with representatives 
of various international environment-related 
forums organized in Geneva on 20-21 June 
at the initiative of the Parties to the Aarhus 
Convention1. The main aim of the meeting 
was to provide a forum within which 
representatives of diverse forums could 

meet together informally 
to exchange experiences 
of their practices with 
respect to access to 
information, public 
participation in decision-
making and access to justice. 
Participants included representatives of 
governments (both Aarhus Convention 
Parties and those that are not Parties to 
the Convention), international environ-
mental treaties, UN organizations and 
programmes, other intergovernmental 
and regional organizations, international 
financial institutions, NGOs, the business 
community and academia. 

As well as hearing presentations by 
prominent experts in the area of public 
participation in international forums, 
participants took part in interactive issues-
based discussion groups according to their 
areas of interest. The moderators of each 
group reported back to the plenary, noting 
the challenges, good practices and possible 
innovations identified in respect of each 
issue, as well as any points of consensus.  

Involving the public in international forums 
dealing with the environmental matters



Promotion of broadband and ICT 
development in Central Asia



Prof. Veit Koester, Chair of both the Cartagena Protocol and Aarhus Convention 
Compliance Committees, addressing Workshop participants on the possibilities for 
involving the public in improving the enforcement of environmental law. 
Beside him on the panel are (left to right) Mr. John Hontelez, European 
ECO Forum; Mr. Achim Halpaap, UNITAR; Dr. Minu Hemmati, consultant on 
multistakeholder processes; Prof. Laurent Mermet (France), Chair of the Aarhus 
Convention Task Force on Public Participation in International Forums; and Prof. 
Marc Pallemaerts (Belgium), former Chair of the Aarhus Convention Meeting of the 
Parties, who chaired the second day of the meeting.

1 Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to 
Justice in Environmental matters. Adopted in June 1998 in the Danish city of Aarhus, it entered 
into force in October 2001. It currently has 41 Parties from the UNECE region and is also open 
for accession by States outside the region.



The last session of the meeting 
included a panel discussion around 

the theme “where to from here and 
how do we get there?” 

The meeting was the culmination of a 12-month 
consultation process on the Almaty Guidelines 
carried out by the Parties to the Aarhus Convention. 
The Guidelines, adopted at the second meeting 
of the Parties in May 2005, provide guidance to 
Aarhus Parties in respect of their obligation under 
the Convention to promote the principles of access 
to information, public participation in decision-
making and access to justice in international forums 
dealing with matters relating to the environment. 2

  2 More information on the Almaty Guidelines and 
the consultation process is available on the Aarhus 
Convention website at www.unece.org/env/pp/ppif.
htm.

For more information, see www.unece.org/env/pp/
ppif.htm or contact Jeremy Wates or Fiona Marshall 
at public.participation@unece.org.
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Long- and short-term interest rates stay close in 2007

Source: UNECE Statistical database and Eurostat.

Note: The gap indicator refers to the differential between the yield of 10-year treasury bonds on the 
secondary market and 3-month interest rates on the domestic money market.

    Facts and figures

In many UNECE countries, bond 
yields have stayed low relative to 
short-term interest rates for nearly 
two years. As the chart attests, the 
gap between long- and short-term 
interest rates even turned negative 
in two leading economies (United 
Kingdom and United States), and 
lately approached the zero level in 
the euro area. 

In fact, if compared to the previous 
business cycle, the bond yields 
seem to react somewhat differently 
to shifts in the monetary and fiscal 
stances of these countries. In the 
United States, for instance, two 
years of monetary tightening that 
started in June 2004 resulted in a 
4 percentage points increase in the 
average short-term rates by July 
2006, but left the 10-year bond 
yield nearly flat at close to 5 per 
cent. The more recent monetary 
tightening in the euro area seems 
to elicit a similar phenomenon on 
the 10-year bond yields. 

In the less mature market of 
Hungary, an observed volatility of 
the gap between long- and short-
term rates over the years reflected 
certain critical moments for its 
economy (for example, turmoil on 
the foreign exchange market in late 
2003). 
  

The two days of intensive discussions 
contributed to an increased awareness and 

knowledge on broadband and ICT issues among policymakers, 
and served as a multi-stakeholder discussion forum on issues 
of broadband and ICT infrastructural development in Central 
Asia. Concrete proposals for regional broadband development 

were presented both by EBRD and the private sector.  

The Workshop participants are now in the process of adopting a Tashkent Statement 
on Broadband and ICT Development for Improved Communication in Central Asia. 
The statement addresses the importance of ICT as indispensable tools for socio-
economic development, recognizing the vital role of multi-stakeholder partnership 
in realizing universal, ubiquitous, equitable and affordable access to ICT and for 
building the knowledge-based economy in Central Asia. 

The Workshop also acknowledged the need for regional cooperation, 
recommending the Central Asian countries to strengthen partnerships to improve 
broadband penetration. The Workshop requested the organizations of the United 
Nations family and other international and regional organizations to work with all 
stakeholders to complement national efforts in enhancing broadband penetration 
in Central Asia. 

For more information visit http://www.unece.org/ceci/ictd.html, http://broadband.
ictp.uz/ or contact Michiko Enomoto (michiko.enomoto@unece.org).
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