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Progress in preparing the Belgrade Ministerial Conference

The Statistical Handbook on Rural 
Development and Agriculture Household 
Income offers guidance for policymakers 
and researchers who are interested in 
improved understanding of rural policy 
options and their economic, social, 
and environmental consequences in 
developed and developing countries 
alike.
Why the urgency for better statistics 
on rural areas and farm household 
incomes?
Large amounts of public funds are used 
to support farmers and their households 

The UNECE hosted the 20th meeting 
of the Intersecretariat Working Group 
on Forest Sector Statistics from 14 to 
16 February 2007. Four international 
organizations -- the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, 
the International Tropical Timber 
Organization, the European Commission 
(Statistical Office and DG Enterprise) 
and UNECE -- work together to collect 
and distribute forest sector information 

to the global community. Since 1996, 
the four organizations have reduced 
the number of questionnaires used 
to collect data from 24 to 4 common 
questionnaires and 7 organization-
specific questionnaires. Each country 
now has a single primary international 
contact, each question is asked only 
one time, and the same data are 
shared between all the organizations. 
Meeting participants agreed on the 
questionnaire structure for 2007 and 
the schedule for data exchange. The 
meeting addressed a number of other 
key issues of common interest as well, 
including implementation of the revised 
2007 trade classification standards and 
data validation techniques.

For more information contact 
Alex McCusker (info.timber@unece.org).

A new publication from the UNECE, in
cooperation with FAO, OECD, Eurostat
and the World Bank, answers questions
about the value of the data and provides

guidance on what to collect and how.

The Handbook on Rural Households’ Livelihood
and Well-Being: Statistics on Rural Development
and Agriculture Household Income acknowledges
the need for better data and indicators on the envi-
ronment, rural economies and communities, and,
importantly, the farm household itself. At present,
information is hampered by large variations in how
results are calculated at the national level, offering
the possibility of misrepresentation and false conclu-
sions. International standards in statistics for rural
areas and agricultural household incomes are cru-
cial if meaningful comparisons are to be made
between countries. They are also important to the
establishment of general patterns that hold true for a
range of countries. The Handbook helps fill this
major information gap by setting out principles and
pointing to good practice.

For more information about the 
publication please contact:

UNECE Statistical Division
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 3323

Fax: +41 (0) 22 917 0040
E-mail: support.stat@unece.org

www.unece.org/stats/rural

The Wye Group Handbook

Rural Households’ Livelihood and Well-Being

Statistics on Rural Development 
and Agriculture Household Income

The preparation for the sixth 
Ministerial Conference “Environment 
for Europe”, to be held in Belgrade 
on 10-12 October 2007, has reached 
last week a new level. A number of 
draft documents have been improved 
and the draft Ministerial Declaration 
is taking shape. The basic format 
of the draft provisional agenda was 
welcomed. 

The next preparatory meetings are 
due to take place from 30 May to 
1 June (WGSO followed by Execom) 
and on 2-3 July and 30-31 August 
2007 (Drafting Group for the Ministerial 
Declaration)  in Geneva.

The “Environment for Europe” process 
is a unique partnership of the member 

States within the UNECE region, 
organizations of the United Nations 
system represented in the region, 
other intergovernmental organizations, 
regional environment centres, non-
governmental organizations and other 
major groups. The United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe, 

which has been closely associated 
with the “Environment for Europe” 
process since the beginning, serves 
as secretariat to the process. 

The first Ministerial Conference took 
place near Prague, at Dobris Castle, 
on 21-23 June 1991. Four more 
conferences followed: the Lucerne 
(Switzerland) Conference, on 28-
30 April 1993; the Sofia (Bulgaria) 
Conference, on 23-25 October 1995; 
the Aarhus (Denmark) Conference, 

on 23-25 June 1998; and the Kiev 
(Ukraine) Conference, on 21-23 May 
2003. 
Relevant information and documentation 
are available at www.unece.org/env/efe/
welcome.html. The contact e-mail address 
is: efe@unece.org.

Forest statistics: a coordinated approach
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Facts and figures

20-22 February Working Party on Noise

Coming up

in OECD countries. 
In recent years, 
payments have 
shifted away from 
those linked to 
commodity prices 
and towards direct 

payments tied to past production or 
the provision of environmental or rural 
development services. Understanding the 
ultimate impacts of these direct payments 
requires data on farm households that 
include the farm operation and also all their 
other activities.
Increasing sums are also being spent on 
rural areas, the livelihoods and well-being of 
people who live there, and the environment. 
Agricultural policy reform is likely to move 
spending further in this direction. In the 

rural areas of developed economies, farms 
are often no longer the mainstay of the 
economy. Many of the problems of farm 
families can be addressed only by creating 
economic opportunities outside agriculture.
The need to understand the causal links 
between government actions and their 
impacts puts renewed emphasis on the 
careful selection of economic, social, 
and environmental indicators beyond 
agriculture. 

In developing countries, where agriculture 
is still relatively important in rural 
areas, poverty is a major policy issue. 
Nevertheless, household incomes are 
changing in ways that move them towards 
patterns observed in developed countries. 
Economies in transition face particular 

Source: UNECE Statistical Database.

The unemployment rate is the share 
of unemployed persons in the active 
population. The youth unemployment is 
measured among persons aged 15-24.

While unemployment rates in the UNECE 
region in general have been falling over 
the last years, unemployment among 
young people aged 15-24 years is still 
a problem in many countries. Several 
countries experience youth unemployment 

rates above 20 per cent, and in most of the 
selected countries the youth unemployment 
rate exceeds the total unemployment rate 
two folds or more. It is particularly difficult 
for young people to find a job in Poland and 
Armenia, which face youth unemployment 
rates of 37 and 55 per cent, respectively. 
In Armenia this is more than six times the 
total unemployment rate. In the other end 
of the scale, job opportunities are better in 
Germany, Austria and Kazakhstan, where 
the differences between youth and total 
unemployment rates are lower. 

statistical challenges concerning their 
agricultural and rural development.

What are the key issues in rural 
statistics?
In rural development, it is particularly 
important to have clear understanding of 
what “rural” means and the geographical 
areas to which it is applied. Consistency 
means that comparisons are possible in a 
flexible way between rural and non-rural 
areas or among rural areas. Indicators for 
the wide range of topics that rural statistics 
cover need to be reliable, timely, and drawn 
from many different data sources.

What are the key issues in agricultural 
household income statistics? 
When measuring agricultural household 
income, it is necessary to agree on 
definitions of a household, what makes 
it an “agricultural household,” and how 
income should be measured. The concept 
of an agricultural household for OECD 
members is unlikely to be the same as that 
for developing countries. 
The conventional way of assessing 
agricultural income has been to measure 
the returns from farming. This ignores the 
multiple income sources that many farm 
families rely on, which may also include 
off-farm employment, business profits, 
pensions, etc. For many, farming may 
contribute only a minor part of household 
income. Measuring returns from farming 
alone is, therefore, inadequate for 
establishing the standard of living of farm 
operators, for indicating how many are in 
poverty, or for showing how their disposable 
incomes fluctuate over time. Explaining 
their savings and investments, and even 
the way they use the land, also requires a 
broader household view.

Are farm households more wealthy than 
other households?
The wealth of farm households has usually 
been ignored when assessing their well-
being. This is highly unsatisfactory as, in 
OECD countries, farm households tend to 
be wealthier than other households. 

How can we collect better data on farm 
household income and wealth?
The provision of data is, in practice, the 
most fundamental problem facing the 
development of statistics on the income 
and wealth of agricultural households. 
Many OECD countries do not have a single 
satisfactory microeconomic data source.

A new publication from the UNECE, 
in cooperation with FAO, OECD, 
Eurostat and the World Bank. 
Website: www.unece.org/stats/rural

A new publication from the UNECE, in
cooperation with FAO, OECD, Eurostat
and the World Bank, answers questions
about the value of the data and provides

guidance on what to collect and how.

The Handbook on Rural Households’ Livelihood
and Well-Being: Statistics on Rural Development
and Agriculture Household Income acknowledges
the need for better data and indicators on the envi-
ronment, rural economies and communities, and,
importantly, the farm household itself. At present,
information is hampered by large variations in how
results are calculated at the national level, offering
the possibility of misrepresentation and false conclu-
sions. International standards in statistics for rural
areas and agricultural household incomes are cru-
cial if meaningful comparisons are to be made
between countries. They are also important to the
establishment of general patterns that hold true for a
range of countries. The Handbook helps fill this
major information gap by setting out principles and
pointing to good practice.
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