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On 10 and 11 April Mr. Marek Belka, 
UNECE Executive Secretary, visited the 
European Commission in Brussels. On 
this occasion he met with Mr. José Manuel 
Barroso, President of the European 
Commission. They discussed the major 
areas of common interest to the two 
institutions, in particular the European 
Union Neighbourhood Policy, energy 
security and the role of the UNECE in the 
context of the European architecture. 

UNECE and the EU share the same 
development goals and this is a timely 
moment to discuss potential areas of 
UNECE-EU cooperation in areas of 
interest to all their Member States. 
Mr. Belka underlined the comparative 
advantages of UNECE in sectoral and 
normative work in which there is already 
good cooperation with EU. 

Focal point to strengthen cooperation

Mr. Belka assured Mr. Barroso that 
UNECE is ready to contribute, within 
its mandate and expertise, to fi nding 
solutions to key issues of concern in the 
context of building a common economic 
pan-European space.  In Mr. Barroso’s 
view Europe should do more for its 
neighbours, the Balkans and immediate 
neighbours as well as countries in central 
Asia and the Caucasus. 

In this context EU-ECE cooperation could 
facilitate the process of “solution fi nding” 
in concrete areas, including regulatory 
and normative work. The new UNECE 
subprogramme on Economic Cooperation 
and Integration which will focus on policy 

advice to non-EU member countries could 
also be of help.

In order to strengthen the cooperation 
between the two institutions and to improve 
communication channels, Mr. Barroso 
has decided to establish a focal point for 
contacts with UNECE at the European 
Commission.  In cooperation with the EU 
permanent delegation in Geneva, this 
will facilitate the process of follow up with 
other relevant Commissioners, especially 
those responsible for transport, energy, 
trade and neighbourhood policies.  

Commissioner Günter Verheugen

Mr. Belka also met with 
Günter Verheugen, 
Vice President and 
Commissioner for 
Enterprise and 
Industry.  They agreed 
that further discussion 
on potential areas of 
cooperation in relation 
to the new UNECE 
subprogramme on 

Economic Cooperation and Integration 
may be useful. 

The fact that the new subprogramme 
covers a number of issues which fall under 
the responsibility of Mr. Verheugen’s 
Directorate (modern industrial policy, 
SMEs, innovation), opens new 
opportunities for joint work.  UNECE plans 
to focus on non-EU countries, especially 
in central Asia and the Caucasus, and this 
work could be of interest to all Member 
States, who are concerned with avoiding 
new dividing lines in Europe.  

The two organizations already have 
excellent relations in normative and 
regulatory work, in particular in the 
transport area, where EU, as Mr. 
Verheugen underlined, has recently 
adopted UNECE vehicle regulations. The 
Commissioner presented a broader view 
of the work of his Directorate in a pan-
European perspective.  
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Belgium currently chairs the UNECE 
and the Organization for Security and 

Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE).

The main themes 
of Mr. Belka’s 
discussions with 
Karel de Gucht 
therefore included 
UNECE/OSCE 

cooperation, especially in the area 
of transport, activities in Central Asia 
and the need for better cooperation of 
assistance programmes provided by 
the pan-European organizations. They 
also discussed the UNECE reform and 
the preparations of the 60th anniversary 
of the UNECE which will take place in 
2007. 

Commissioner Danuta Hübner

During his meeting with the Commissioner 
for Regional Policy, Mr. Belka informed 
Ms. Hübner on the results of the 
UNECE reform and activities in non-EU 
countries. 

The discussion focused on the growing 
importance of local and regional initiatives 
for countries’ development strategy. 

The experience of 
EU-25, said Ms. 
Hübner, is very rich 
in this respect, and 
perhaps could be 
of interest to other 
countries in the 
UNECE region. 

It was agreed to further explore the 
possibility of cooperation between 
UNECE and her Directorate to facilitate 
the exchange of good practices in local 
and regional policies in the context of 
RELEX modalities and activities.

Meeting with Karel de Gucht
Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs
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For further information please contact:

Information Service 
UN Economic Commission for Europe 

(UNECE) 
CH - 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Tel: +41(0)22 917 44 44 
Fax: +41(0)22 917 05 05 

E-mail: info.ece@unece.org
Website: http://www.unece.org

Coming up ...
19-21 April

Meeting of Heads of Delegation to 
the Working Group on Strategies 
and Review, of the Convention 
on Long-range Transboundary Air 
Pollution

Facts and fi gures

Notes: 
◊ The part-time/full-time status of a worker relates to the status that he/she reports for his/her main 
job, except in the Netherlands and Norway where a worker is part-time if the usual hours worked 
are less than 35 per week.

◊  Russian Federation: data refer to 2001.

In Europe part-time work is seen as a fl exible way to adapt working time to personal 
requirements. The extent to which workers take advantage of part-time employment varies 
greatly across countries, particularly for women, and also depends on the national legislative 
frameworks. Part-time employment is more common among women than among men. While 
the share of part-time employment in total employment ranges from 2% to 22.3% among 
male workers, it amounts to up to 74.7% among women. Part-time employment is more 
used in west European countries than in the eastern countries. 

European men and women in part-time employment

Off the press .....
A publication on Energy security in 
the Caspian Sea region has just been 
issued.

The Caspian Sea region may be one 
of the few options left to policymakers 
seeking to ensure the energy security 
of UNECE member countries.  It is a 
region very rich in oil and natural gas but 
at present accounts for only 2% of world 
production. It has a very large potential 
for increasing exports given adequate 
investments and export agreements.  

In response to this, the UNECE Energy 
Security Forum 2005 held a high-level 
Meeting on 
Energy Security 
in the Caspian 
Sea Region to 
consider the role 
of this region in 
enhancing global 
energy security. 
The meeting 
concluded with a 
Statement issued 
by the High-level 
representatives 
of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Kazakhstan, Russian Federation and 
Turkey on increasing exports from the 
Caspian Sea region.  

This United Nations eBook contains 
fi lmed presentations of each national 
representative, slides, texts, background 
reports and documents of the session. The 
interactive CD-Rom provides a complete 
record of the session while a DVD provides 
high-quality images of each speaker 
including selected Energy Security Forum 
representatives of the energy industries 
and fi nancial community. The session 
was recorded in English with a Russian 
language option for selected speakers. 

Available from the UN Publications Sales 
and Marketing Section, Palais des Nations, 
Geneva, e-mail unpubli@unog.ch.

Commissioner  Joaquin Almunia

During his meeting with the Commissioner 
for Economic and Monetary Affairs, Mr. Belka  

informed Mr. Almunia that 
following the reform part 
of UNECE’s work  will be 
oriented towards policy 
advice and institutional 
aspects under the new 
subprogramme  on 
Economic Cooperation 

and Integration. This will be a neutral forum 
for exchanging good practices and discussing 
economic policies to support the process of 
building market economy in non-EU member 
countries. Mr. Almunia and Mr. Belka also 
exchanged views on the road to the Euro of the 
new EU member countries.

For more information contact Ewa Ruminska-Zimny 
(ewa.zimny@unece.org).

The fi rst session 
of the newly-
established 
Executive 
Committee 
took place on 
6 April. François 
Roux (Belgium) 

was elected Chairman. Zohrab 
Mnatsakanian (Armenia) (below left) 
and Michele Coduri (Switzerland) 
(below right) were elected Vice-
chairmen.

 

Meeting with Jan Kubis, EU Special Representative to Central Asia 
(Council of  the European Union)

The discussion focused on the political and socio-economic situation in Central Asia 
and the need for better coordination of assistance among pan-European organizations. 
It was agreed that cooperation between Mr. Kubis’ offi ce and the SPECA* programme 
would be mutually benefi cial.  

* UN Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia


