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22 February 

Gunnar Myrdal Lecture on “Global 
Governance: Lessons from Europe”
The 2005 Gunnar Myrdal Lecture was 
delivered by Pascal Lamy, former 
Trade Commissioner of the European 
Commission, now Director-General of the 
World Trade Organization. His presentation 
focused on global governance: lessons 
from Europe. 

21 February 

UNECE Spring Seminar 
The 2005 Spring Seminar focused on 
strategies for development and growth, 
economic integration and trade, and 
fi nancial management and sustainable 
growth in resource-rich economies. 
The keynote speech was delivered by 
José Antonio Ocampo, Under-Secretary 
General for Economic and Social Affairs, 
focusing on the global agenda for fi nancing 
for development. 

17 May 

Air Pollution Protocol takes effect 

The Protocol to Abate Acidifi cation, 
Eutrophication and Ground-level Ozone 
to the UNECE Convention on Long-range 
Transboundary Air Pollution entered into 

force on 17 May.  It aims to cut emissions 
of sulphur, nitrogen oxides, volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) and ammonia from 
energy generation, industrial sources, 
motor vehicles, agriculture and products. 

12-13 May 

Economists assess short-term 
prospects for European economy
UNECE organised this year’s Spring 
Meeting of the Association d’Instituts 
européens de Conjoncture économique.  
There was a lively discussion of recent 
economic tendencies and short-term 
prospects centred around reports on world 
commodity prices, world trade and the 
macroeconomic situation in the individual 
European economies. 

25-27 May 

Strengthening subregional 
economic cooperation in 
Central Asia
An International Conference on 
Strengthening Subregional Economic 
Cooperation in Central Asia and the Future 
Role of the UN Special Programme for 
the Economies of Central Asia (SPECA), 
held in Astana, Kazakhstan, adopted 
conclusions and recommendations which 
inter alia stressed the importance of 
subregional economic cooperation as a 
precondition for sustainable development 
of the countries of the SPECA region and 
their more rapid integration into the world 
economy.  

 20-24 June

Safety guidelines for pipelines
Pipelines are increasingly important as a 
means of transport for large volumes of 
hazardous substances over long distances 
in the UNECE region. Although increasing 
care is used, in the view of many UNECE 
countries safety of pipeline operation 
needs improvement. UNECE countries 
decided to launch a process to draw up 
guidelines/good practices for pipelines, 
under the auspices of the Parties to the 
Convention on Transboundary Effects 
of Industrial Accidents and to the Water 
Convention. 

28 June

UNECE focuses on energy security 
The UNECE Energy Security Forum High-
Level Meeting on the Caspian Sea Region 
discussed emerging energy security 
risks and risk mitigation of the region in 
a global context. The event resulted in a 
joint statement on Global Energy Security 
and the Caspian Sea Region being signed 
by representatives of Azerbaijan, Islamic 
Republic of Iran, Kazakhstan, Russian 
Federation and Turkey.
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27-29 June 

Towards the development of Euro-
Asian land transport routes
At a meeting held in Istanbul, jointly 
organized by UNECE and UNESCAP, 
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 4 August

UNECE/WHO Protocol on Water 
and Health enters into force

The Protocol on Water and 
Health to the 1992 UNECE 
Convention on the Protection 
and Use of Transboundary 
Watercourses and 

International Lakes, adopted in June 1999, 
entered into force. One of its greatest 
challenges is to provide safe drinking 
water and adequate sanitation to all people 
in the region, including the vulnerable, the 
disadvantaged and the socially excluded.

No 131
Government representatives from 16 
countries in the Euro-Asian region agreed 
on the main road, rail, inland water transport 
routes connecting Europe and Asia to be 

considered for priority development as 
well as on transshipment points along 
these routes.
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transports under TIR Carnets. To 
enhance implementation of the 
TIR Convention and encourage 
further countries to join it, a 

sub-regional seminar on the TIR system 
was held in Beijing (China) organized by 
UNECE with UNESCAP and the Chinese 
Ministry of Communication, for member 
and observer countries of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO).

17-20 October

Important progress on agricultural 
quality standards for 
Europe
Approximately 90% of the 
fresh fruits and vegetables 
commercialized in the 
European Community 
are covered by the 
UNECE standards. In October, 12 UNECE 
standards and 19 recommendations from 
specialized groups were approved on 
fresh fruit and vegetables, dry and dried 
produce, seed potatoes, and meat.
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19-23 September

First world road safety week
After four road safety weeks (1990, 1995, 
2000 and 2004) at the UNECE region level, 
the First United Nations Global Road Safety 
Week will be held on 23-29 April 2007. The 
Week will provide Governments of all UN 
member States with a common framework 
for the launching of simultaneous road 
safety campaigns in their countries. The 
campaigns will have a common logo 
and slogan, and will be centred around a 
common theme or target – Young Road 
Users, including Young Drivers.

26-28 September

Regional approach to ageing

UNECE and UN/DESA co-organized an Inter-Regional Consultation 
to attempt to build a framework for a common approach and better 
cooperation among the regional commissions for a successful review 
and appraisal of the implementation of the Madrid International Plan 
of Action on Ageing. A combination of factors – such as increasing life expectancy, 
low fertility rates, expected retirement of post-war baby-boomers – has led to shifts in 
population age structures which are having deep socio-economic consequences. As a 
result of these demographic changes, the population over age 65 has already reached 
20-30% of the working age population in most developed countries.

5-9 September 

Forest fi res in the UNECE region
Forest fi res in southern Europe hit the 
headlines once again last summer. 
According to provisional data as of 15 
August, there had been nearly 94,000 
fi res and over 350,000 ha were burnt. 
The recent UNECE/FAO European Forest 
Sector Outlook Study drew attention to the 
necessity of attaching suffi cient political 
priority to addressing issues related to 
wildland fi re prevention and management.

28 June 

Energy Security Forum invited 
to contribute to G-8 Summit on 
Energy Security in 2006
Energy security will be the priority subject for 
the Group of Eight meeting to be hosted by 
the Russian Federation next year.  During 
his presentation to the UNECE Energy 
Security Forum, Mr. Igor Yusufov, Special 
Envoy of President Vladimir Putin on 
International Energy Cooperation, stated 
that “We are interested in establishing 
close cooperation with the Forum to use 
its conclusions and recommendations in 
our discussions on global energy security 
issues in the framework of our leadership 
of the G-8 summit next year”. 

17-21 October 

UNECE/IFR issues its 2005 World 
Robotics survey
The world market for industrial robots is 
projected to increase from 95,400 units in 
2004 to 121,000 in 2008, a yearly average 
of 6.1%. Although demand for robots within 
the automotive industry in Europe, North 
America and Japan may decrease, there 
is still growing demand in all developing 
markets in the world. Installations in general 
industry – especially the packaging, 
food, rubber and plastics, and machinery 
industry – will grow all over the world as a 
result of technical developments. 

22-23 September 

TIR system goes East
Over 60 countries in Europe, Central 
Asia, the Middle East and North Africa, 
are already members of the UNECE 
administered TIR system, which every year 
facilitates around 3 million international 

 7-11 November 

General Assembly supports UNECE 
work to improve global road safety
In a resolution adopted at its 60th session, 
the General Assembly stressed the 
importance of the improvement in the 
international legal road traffi c safety norms 

and welcomed specifi cally in this regard 
the substantial package of amendments to 
the 1968 Conventions on Road Traffi c and 
on Road Signs and Signals elaborated by 
the UNECE. It also encouraged Member 
States to adhere to the Conventions on 
Road Traffi c and on Road Signs and 
Signals, in order to ensure a high level of 
road safety in their countries. 

12-13 October

Preparations start for “Environment 
for Europe” 2007
Themes that could be addressed by the 
6th Ministerial Conference (Autumn 2007 
in Belgrade, Serbia and Montenegro) 
have been discussed. Biodiversity 
and ecosystems; cleaner technology 
and energy; education for sustainable 
development, sustainable production and 
consumption; and water received support. 

9 November 

$7.5 million grant for climate change 
mitigation
The Global Environment Facility Council 
approved a $3 million grant to the 
Energy Effi ciency 21 Project for technical 
assistance in the CIS and Southeastern 
Europe related to an investment Fund 
for climate change mitigation. The EE21 
Project is to assist local experts develop 
investment projects, promote energy 
policy reforms and launch a public-private 
equity Fund.
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2 December

UNECE adopts its reform
The UNECE adopted a formal reform 
that innovates its governance structure, 
redefi nes priorities and improves cost-
effectiveness and transparency. The 
reform has been pursued by UNECE 
member countries in the spirit of the 
broader UN-wide reform effort that is now 
under way.
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