
Not an official record - For information only  

 

 
 

Issue N° 23 – 7-11 July 2003 
 

It’s just happened … 

Country Profile on the Housing Sector of the Russian Federation 
 
From 14-26 June a team of international experts 
visited the Russian Federation to prepare the 
country profile on the housing sector of the country. 
The country profile aims to serve as a tool for the 
Government of the Russian Federation to analyse 
its housing policies, strategies, institutional and 
financial frameworks for the housing sector and to 
compare progress made internationally. At its core 
is an analytical study of the housing sector, which in 
addition to assessing the overall framework 
conditions of the Russian Federations’ housing 
sector provides an in-depth analysis of those 
aspects which are of particular concern to the 
country. This covers in particular the management 
and maintenance of the existing housing stock 
including the provision of housing utility services, as 
well as the provision of housing to the socially weak. 
The study will provide conclusions and 

recommendations to policy makers. The team of 
international experts preparing the country profile 
includes representatives from housing institutions 
and governmental departments across the UNECE 
region. During their visit to the Russian Federation 
the team met with a large number of representatives 
within the country’s housing sector, including the 
public sector at the federal, regional and municipal 
level, as well as the private and non-profit sector 
and representatives from international institutions. 
Apart from holding meetings in the capital, three 
other regions of the Russian Federation (St. 
Petersburg, Nizhny Novgorod, Ivanovo) were visited 
in order to obtain as diversified a picture as 
possible. 
For further information contact: Sylta Paysen 
sylta.paysen@unece.org 

 
Safety in rail tunnels 
 
The Multidisciplinary Group of Experts on Safety in Tunnels 

(rail), at its fourth session on 26-
27 June, discussed the second 
draft of a set of commonly-
agreed Recommendations with 
the aim of ensuring a 
harmonized level of safety in 
new (and existing) railway 
tunnels in the UNECE region.  
In the course of preparing the 
recommendations, the Group 
made an inventory of all long 
road and rail tunnels in the 
UNECE region and collected 

information about railway accidents in tunnels and associated 
injuries and fatalities. Evidence shows that very few accidents 
leading to major injury have occurred in railway tunnels over 
the last 30 years. The Group also collected information on 
safety provisions in tunnel management systems and existing 
tunnel safety documentation (regulations, reports, 
recommendations, conclusions, etc.), from member 
Governments, EU and relevant international organizations. It 
was found that some member countries were far more 

advanced than others in regulating safety 
provisions and setting up safety 
requirements for railway tunnels. This 
further strengthened the Group's 
conviction that the lack of internationally 
harmonized railway tunnel safety 
principles and measures should be 
brought to Governments’ attention as it 
might have serious consequences for the 
safety of rail transport, users and transport 
operators. The Recommendations include 
safety measures related to infrastructure, 
rolling stock and operations, aimed at 
minimizing the risk of accidents in tunnels 
and maximizing at the same time the 
economic efficiency of tunnel construction 
and operations. It is hoped that the final 
text will be ready for next session of the 
Inland Transport Committee in February 
2004. 
For further information contact: Miodrag 
Pesut  miodrag.pesut@unece.org 
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Online dispute resolution 
 
An UNECE Forum on Online Dispute Resolution 
(ODR) was held on 30 June-1 July 2003 in Geneva 
with the participation of international organizations, 
international jurists and technical experts. ODR can 
make a potential contribution to international conflict 
prevention and resolution, and can play a novel role 
in accelerating structural and judiciary reform in 
developing and transition economies. Six expert 
panels examined new instruments and ways of 
cooperation between the public and private sectors 
with a view to increasing the interface between 
technology and law. The Forum recommended that 

member States recognize the need for and value of 
using ICT to facilitate dispute resolution, and 
encourage the use of technological applications in a 
range of public and governmental disputes. It was 
further recommended that digital and justice divide 
issues be further considered at a UN forum on 
online dispute resolution and that the UN consult 
with and inform member States on progress made 
in the development of legal and technical 
instruments.  
For further information contact: Daewon Choi, 
daewon.choi@unece.org  

 
Coming up soon … 
7(pm) July Preparations for the Fifth WTO Ministerial Conference, Cancun 
7-9 July ECOSOC Sub-Committee of Experts on the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and 

Labelling of Chemicals  
7-9 July  Ad Hoc Meeting of Experts on the Convention on Civil Liability for Damage caused during the Carriage 

of Dangerous Goods by Road, Rail and Inland Navigation Vessels (CRTD) 
8-10 July Working Party on Road Traffic Safety 
9 July Trade, Environment and Forests – Working Together for Sustainable Development 
 

Facts and figures: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Number of persons killed in road traffic accidents, 2000/2001
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a/ Data for 1999.

UNECE Statistical Division, based on data published in Statistics of Road Traffic 
Accidents in Europe and North America 2002 , UNECE; national sources. 
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