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UNECE celebrates 75  Jubilee Session of its Inland 
Transport Committee
The Inland Transport Committee (ITC) of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

th(UNECE) will celebrate its 75  jubilee session from 26 –28 February 2013 in Geneva.

On Monday, 25 February, UNECE will host an international Conference on Road and Rail Financing. 
This pre-ITC conference will pay special attention to different forms of public, as well as public-
private funding of road and rail transport infrastructure development. Participants will explore 
innovative ways of financing transport development, including closer links between funding and 
pricing and the possibilities opened up by Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS), and by electronic 
toll collection. 

On Tuesday, 26 February (morning), ITC will start with a Ministerial Meeting 
dedicated to Euro-Asian Transport Links (EATL) and Unified Railway Law. Ministers 
from across Europe and Asia and other high level officials will learn about the EATL 
study results that assessed and prioritised transport investment projects along 
nine rail and nine road routes between Europe and Asia so that time and money are 
saved for freight transport between the two continents. The study also compared 
maritime and land transport between Europe and Asia. Its findings show that 
contrary to the conventional wisdom, rail and road transport can be a realistic 

alternative to maritime transport both in time and costs provided all the facilitation measures are in 
place.  Furthermore, Ministers will review the progress of work towards unified railway law. Unlike 
other modes of transport, international railway transactions are not – yet – subject to 
internationally harmonised rules of contract.  Current efforts are essential to establish level 
playing field for all modes of transport. 

At the end of the high-level session, Ministers will be invited to sign a Joint Statement on future 
development of Euro-Asian Transport Links as well as a Joint Declaration on Unified Railway Law. 

Following the Ministerial Meeting, UNECE Executive Secretary Sven Alkalaj will unveil the photo 
exhibition “Transport in Motion”. It comprises more than 300 photos from 22 countries showcasing 
infrastructure achievements along Euro-Asian transport routes, underpinning their cultural and 
economic significance from a social perspective.

The regular meeting of ITC will start in the afternoon of 26 February and will continue until 28 

February. The primarily role of ITC is to guide the work of the seventeen working parties and other 

subsidiary bodies. ITC delegates will review, discuss and decide about issues relevant to road, rail, 

inland water and intermodal transport, to vehicle regulations and to transport of dangerous goods. 

Road safety will continue to feature as one of the key crisis elements in future mobility. Among the 

cross-cutting issues, governments will discuss their follow up plans to  Rio+20 in the field of 

transport, a new assessment methodology on transport and competitiveness, as well as their 

priorities in technical assistance and capacity building activities. 

On February 25, the Expert Group will meet to discuss the modifications of the AETR agreement. At 
the initiative of Turkey, governments will meet on 1 March to discuss ways and means for 
improving transit possibilities in international road freight transport. 

After five weeks of intense online discussion on the three sub-consultations of the 
 for the “World We Want” Post-2015 Development Agenda, two of those 

streams, Water Resources Management and Wastewater Management and Water Quality, will 
come under the microscope for a two-day meeting hosted by the Swiss Government at UNECE on 
27 and 28 February.  

Should water resources management and wastewater management and water quality be part of 
the Post-2015 Development Agenda? If so, how? How does water relate to the other 10 themes of 
the World We Want consultation, such as energy, health and food? Those are the types of questions 
the almost 200 participants from 70 countries will be asking and answering over the course of the 
meeting. 

The meeting will be opened by Martin Dahinden, Director General of the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation, who will be followed by Samuel Kofi Woods, Minister of Public 
Works from Liberia, Sven Alkalaj, UNECE Executive Secretary, Michel Jarraud, Chair of UN-Water 
and high-level officials from the Netherlands, UN-Habitat and WHO.

The results of the meeting will be presented at The Hague in the Netherlands during the High-level 
Forum and International Celebration of World Water Day on Water Cooperation (22 March).  

Thematic 
Consultation on Water

Transport

Water in the Post-2015 Development AgendaWater

 

For more information, visit: 
.http://www.unece.org/post_2015_water_consultation_meeting.html

For further information visit: 

or contact: .
http://www.unece.org/trans/events/2013/itc75_2013/planning.html

eva.molnar@unece.org
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Japan will adopt the highest level of active safety for trucks and buses when United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Regulation No. 13 on “motor-vehicle braking systems” 
becomes effective in the country on 24 February 2013. This decision brings the number of countries 
applying UNECE Regulation No. 13 to 43, inlcuding the 27 members of the European Union and 
Albania, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Japan, Malaysia, Montenegro, New Zealand, 
Norway, the Russian Federation, Serbia, South Africa, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Turkey and Ukraine.

With the entry into force of Regulation No. 13, the fitment of the Electronic Vehicle 
Stability Control feature will gradually become mandatory for all new trucks and 
buses manufactured in the country. This feature improves the safety of a vehicle by 
detecting and reducing loss of traction. When it detects loss of steering control, it 
automatically applies the brakes to help guide the vehicle where the driver intends 
to go. It also helps to reduce the risk of roll-over. This feature has been gradually 
introduced in Europe over the past decade.

Some 1,048 accidents with casualties involving trucks and buses occurred in Japan 
from January to November 2012, according to the National Police Agency. Over the 
same period, more than 400 fatal accidents occurred on curves on extra-urban 
roads, where Electronic Vehicles Stability Control features have a high potential to 

considerably enhance safety.

In addition to increasing safety, the entry into force of Regulation No. 13 will also facilitate trade on 
those vehicles between Japan and the other 42 countries applying the regulation. 

Japan became contracting party to the 1958 Agreement in 1998. Since then, it has become a very 
active participant in the World Forum for the Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29), 
contributing to the definition of safer and more environmentally friendly vehicle regulations. 

Japan to increase the safety of trucks and buses 
through the implementation of UNECE regulationVehicle Regulations

 

Production in Japan in 2012 (in units)

Buses
Large Buses 10 598

Small Buses

 

111 622

Total

 

122 220

Trucks

 

Standard Truck Vehicles

 

583 074

Small Trucks

 
275 992

Mini Trucks (under 660 cc)  407 206

Total  1 266 272

Source: Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association, Inc. (JAMA).
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Launch of new online training course to help prevent, 
prepare for and respond to Industrial Accidents 

With the rise of new technologies, online learning has become very popular in recent years, using new 
interactive tools for teaching various subjects. In line with this trend, the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the United 
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) first met in summer 2012 to 
discuss the idea of developing an online training course for anyone wishing to improve their 
knowledge of industrial accidents. After six months of hard work, an English version of the online 
training course has now been launched, with the French and Russian versions due by the end of 
February.

Content
The online platform is designed as a three-hour self-taught training course that should help trainees 
to acquire basic knowledge of  industrial accidents in order to better prevent, prepare for and respond 
to them. The online training provides an overview of the terminology, actors, responsibilities, 
international frameworks and tools in this sector, as well as giving examples of major accidents. The 
information is illustrated by pictures, videos and examples of past accidents. The trainees can also 
test and deepen their knowledge in various interactive quizzes and real-life case studies throughout 
the course. There is also the possibility to receive a certificate of successful completion at the end of 
the training.

Target group
The online training course is recommended for anyone wanting to learn more about industrial 
accidents and the different ways to prevent, prepare for and respond to them. It starts from the 
premise that it will be used by government employees and policymakers, industrial owners and 
operators, emergency responders and members of the public. At the beginning, the trainees will have 
the chance to choose a character from one of these sectors and — as a man or woman — to enter a 
scenario that will guide them through an industrial accident. While the introductory scenario is specific 
for each character, the subsequent sections cover the same information for everybody.

Support of UNECE activities
For UNECE, the development of the online training is of great value as a support to Parties to the 
UNECE Convention on the Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents, but also in raising awareness 
and building capacity in other countries wishing to strengthen industrial safety in preparation for the 
implementation of the Convention. Several important aspects from the Convention have been 
incorporated into the online training course, as well as key guidelines and methodologies. A CD 
version of the training course has been developed to allow its use by those countries with limited 
access to the Internet. The CD version will be available shortly in English, French and Russian.

The online training, “Introduction to Industrial Accidents”, was developed by UNECE in partnership 
with the Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit and the UNEP Division of Technology, Industry and 
Economics.  It is available at: 

 For further information, please contact: .
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