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Background

The Executive Forum on “Competing in a Changing Europe” – taking place immediately after the enlargement of the European Union (EU) – will be an occasion for all countries in the Euro-Asian region, their enterprises and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to benefit from this fundamental transformation of the trading environment, and take stock of the new opportunities for development in the region. 

The four sessions of the Forum will focus on the diverse issues that confront business executives and policy makers and, in particular, the simplification of border procedures, best practice in technical regulations and standards, and the role that standards and logistics can play in building reliable and efficient supply chains in this new environment.  All these measures are key inputs into the business strategies and policy choices that countries throughout the region of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) need, in order to compete successfully in a changing Europe.

Expected Outcomes

The expected outcomes from the Forum are:
a clearer understanding of the business and economic consequences of EU enlargement; an enhanced cooperation among the countries of the UNECE region and beyond; a roadmap of where the different actors can get support; and a guideline for future action by UNECE and other international organizations. 

Who Will Attend?

Speakers and participants will be representatives of governmental bodies, the business community, trade associations, international organizations, the academic community and non-governmental organizations involved in trade issues and enterprise development. Participants will be welcome not only from UNECE member States but also from outside the region.

Which topics will be discussed?

The Forum will look at the changes in procedures
and practices related to the EU’s trade with
its new neighbours as of 1 May 2004. The 
debate will highlight the role government

policies can play in promoting trade and enterprise
development, and will put particular emphasis on the strategies that Governments and firms need to put in place to take advantage of the new opportunities.

In more detail, the following topics will be discussed:

· The enlargement of the EU in the context of other important trade policy developments and how these will affect the competitiveness of countries and companies.

· The potential of information and telecommunication technologies (ICT) for harnessing change and promoting the integration of sub-regional, regional and international markets. 

· The implications of EU enlargement for trade infrastructure, in particular customs procedures. Special emphasis will be placed on the need for simplifying data flows and harmonizing relevant procedures to ease international transactions. This session will benefit from the experience of the forums on trade facilitation organized in 2002 and 2003 by the UN Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business, and bring new insights to the special challenges that non-acceding countries are facing.

· Good practice and governance in regulatory regimes and standards. The focus will be on good customs administration, conformity assessment, and the approximation of standards. The debate will build on UNECE’s work on regulatory convergence and the development, adoption and application of harmonized technical regulations and standards.

· Trade in agricultural produce. The emphasis will be on improved logistics and on agricultural quality standards. Both of these aspects are critical to promoting competitive and environmentally sustainable agricultural production, and are necessary components in building efficient and reliable food supply chains. Here, advantage will be taken of UNECE’s experience in trade facilitation and in developing the agricultural quality standards that are used across the UNECE region.
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10:00 – 11:30

Session 1





Beyond Enlargement: Impact on




Competitiveness 
Chair: 

Mr. Alan Bryden, Secretary-General, International Organization for Standardization (ISO)
Rapporteur: 
Ms. Ayse Öktem, Foreign Trade Expert, Prime Ministry, Turkey and Vice-chair, Committee for Trade, Industry and Enterprise Development
Keynote Addresses on
Promoting trade and enterprise in a changing European Economy

Ms. Brigita Schmögnerová, Executive Secretary, UNECE 

H. E. Mr. Carlo Trojan, Ambassador, Head of the Permanent Delegation of the European Commission to the International Organizations at Geneva, and Permanent Representative to the World
Trade Organization (WTO)


Mr. Leonardo Baroncelli, Deputy Director General, Central European Initiative Executive Secretariat (CEI-ES), Italy 

Mr. Ben Slay, Director, Executive Office, Bratislava Regional Support Centre, Regional Bureau for Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States (RBEC), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

Enlargement: What changes for business in Europe?

Mr. Antoni Turczynowicz, EU Accession Leader, PricewaterhouseCoopers, Prague, Czech Republic

11:30 – 13:00

High-Level Panel Discussion on
Competing in a Changing Europe
Chair: 
Mr. Alexander Safarik-Pstrosz, President, Office for Standards, Metrology and 
Testing, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Czech Republic and Chair, Committee for Trade, Industry and Enterprise Development and 

and

Carol Cosgrove-Sacks, Director, Trade Development and Timber Division, UNECE
H. E. Mr. Carlo Trojan
H. E. Mr. Doru Romulus Costea, Ambassador, Head of the Permanent Mission of Romania to the Office of the United Nations and specialized Agencies in Switzerland
Mr. Leonardo Baroncelli

Mr. Ben Slay
Mr. Antoni Turczynowicz
13:00 – 15:00

Lunch break
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15:00 – 16:30

Session 2

Strategies for Trade and Business in a
Changing Europe
Chair: 
Mr. Claude Potelle, Chairman, Corporate Resources International Inc., Belgium 

Rapporteur: 
Mr. Tolondu Toichubaev, Chairman, Corporate Technologies Center, Kyrgyzstan and Vice-chair, Committee for Trade, Industry and Enterprise Development
The evolving European trade environment:
Mr. Petur G. Thorsteinsson, Deputy Secretary-General, European Free Trade Area (EFTA)

Mr. Oleh Napov, Head of the Division on Trade Policy and Co-operation with International Economic Organizations, Economic Co-operation Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ukraine
Integrating a changing Europe into global business strategies

Mr. Paul Junck, Secretary-General, Arcelor, Luxembourg

Mr. Mohamed Ashmawy, Vice Chairman and Managing Director of the Commercial International Bank, Egypt

Prof. Paolo Garonna, Director of Research, Confindustria, Italy, and former Deputy Executive Secretary, UNECE

Mr. Ouseph Padickakudi, Industrial Development Officer, Industrial Promotion and Technology Branch, UNIDO

16:30 – 18:00
 
Discussion 

This session will require your active participation and will be an occasion to put forward your views on the topic of EU enlargement and to share them with other participants. The results of this discussion, which will take place in small groups, will be presented to the Forum, will be reflected in the Forum proceedings and will have a direct impact on the direction of the work of the UNECE Committee for Trade, Industry and Enterprise Development (CTIED). The questions participants will be asked to discuss is:

· In your personal opinion, what is the most important economic impact of EU enlargement on your country, organization or business?
18:15 – 20:00
 
Reception for all Forum participants
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09:30 – 10:00 

Results of the Discussion

10:00 – 12:00 

Session 3a

Integrating Regional Markets: Trade Facilitation and ICT 
Chair: 
Mr. Andrey Korotkov, Senior Vice-President and Chief Information Officer, Vneshtorgbank, Russian Federation

Rapporteur: 
Mr. Johan Robert Van Kuik, Counselor, Ministry of Finance, Netherlands and Vice-Chair, Committee for Trade, Industry and Enterprise Development


Unifying the European Payments Landscape

Mr. Marc Temmerman, Executive Vice-President, External Relations, Visa International, Europe

ICT as a tool to support competitiveness in countries with economies in transition

Mr. Francis McCosker, Senior Director for Global Accounts, Microsoft

Simplifying access to regional and international markets using ICTs

Mr. Recep Usalan, Foreign Trade Expert, Undersecretariat for Foreign Trade, Turkey

New frontiers: new issues

Mr. John Broadhurst, Vice-President, Innovative Trade Network, Switzerland 

Trade Facilitation in Central Asia

Mr. Tolondu Toichubaev, Chairman, Corporate Technologies Center, Kyrgyzstan

Reducing Technical Barriers to Trade: Regulatory convergence and harmonization: 
The case of the Telecommunications Industry 

Mr. Lars Dittmer, Director, Telecom Policies and Regulations, Ericsson, Sweden 

12:00 – 13:00

Discussion
This session will require your active participation and will be an occasion to put forward your views on the topic of EU enlargement, and to share them with other participants. The results of this discussion, which will take place in small groups, will be presented to the Forum, will be reflected in the Forum proceedings and will have a direct impact on the direction of the work of the Committee for Trade, Industry and Enterprise Development.. The question participants will be asked to discuss  is:

· In your personal opinion, what are the most important steps that Governments, and/or businesses should take to enable businesses to compete effectively in the new trading environment?

13:00 – 14:30

Lunch break
14:30 – 15:00 

Results of the Discussion
15:00 – 17:00

Session 3b

Integrating Regional Markets:  Promoting Competitive, Sustainable Agriculture and International Food Supply Chains
Chair: 
Mr. David Priester, Head, Standardization Section, United States Department
of Agriculture 

Rapporteur:

Ms. Viera Baricicova, Head of Special Crops Department, State Veterinary and Food Administration of the Slovak Republic 
Implications of enlargement for agricultural trade 

Prof. Alan Matthews, Jean Monnet Professor of European Agricultural Policy, Trinity College, 
Dublin, Ireland

Building competitiveness through the use of common agricultural standards: a case study

Mr. David Holliday, Chief, Horticulture Marketing Inspector, Department for Environment, 
Food & Rural Affairs, United Kingdom

Promoting trade in agriculture through improved supply chains 

Mr. Bolivar Pereira, Business Development Manager, EAN International, Belgium 

Local suppliers: promoting competitiveness and environmental sustainability

Mr. Pierre Frisch, Director for Environmental Affairs, Auchan S.A., France


s

17:00 –18:00 

Policy Segment

Towards Integrated Regional Markets 
Chair: 
Mr. Alexander Safarik-Pstrosz, President, Office for Standards, Metrology and 
Testing, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Czech Republic and Chair, Committee for Trade, Industry and Enterprise Development

Panel Discussion of Forum Rapporteurs

The rapporteurs for each of the sessions during the first two days will discuss the session conclusions and how the work of the UNECE could support regional market integration.

OVERVIEW

UNECE Trade, Industry and Enterprise Development Week

10 - 14 May 2004

	
	Day 1

Monday, 10 May
	Day 2

Tuesday, 11 May
	Day 3

Wednesday,

12 May
	Day 4

Thursday, 13 May
	Day 5

Friday, 14 May

	(a.m.)


	CTIED

Discussion of the Work, Results and Future Plans


	FORUM

Competing in a Changing Europe: Opportunities & Challenges for Trade and Enterprise Development 
	FORUM (continued)

  
	Review of recent and prospective trade trends, policies and problems

&

Interactive Policy Dialogue
	CTIED

Report Approval

 

	(p.m.)
	CTIED  
Discussion of the Work, Results and Future Plans


	FORUM (continued)

	FORUM (continued)

&

CTIED POLICY SEGMENT

“Toward Integrated Regional Markets”
	CTIED

Programme of Work, Priorities and Information Items


	


Financial support from the following companies for the organization of the Forum and for its social events is gratefully acknowledged.
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