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Cornelius Mwalwanda is a citizen of Malawi currently employed by the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), as Head of the ECA Geneva Liaison Office. Prior to this he was a Senior Economic Affairs Officer and Team Leader of the “Trade and Finance Team” in the Economic and Social Policy Division. He also served as Officer-in-Charge of the Economic and Social Policy Division (ESPD) for most of the year 2000. He has been employed by ECA since July 1990. 

Since joining the Commission, he served as Chief of the Monetary and Financial Relations Section in the former Trade and Development Finance Division and also as a substantive Officer-in-Charge of that Division for several months. 

He has made an important contribution in assisting ECA to deliver technical assistance to African countries in the areas of trade, finance and investment. This has included contributions to ECA’s research in these areas and providing advisory services to African countries, especially on multilateral trade negotiation issues in the framework of the WTO, the challenges of mobilizing development finance in Africa, investment issues and the debt problem.

Mwalwanda is a graduate of the University of Malawi, where he obtained a Bachelor of Social Science Degree; University of New Brunswick, Fredericton, Canada, where he obtained a Masters Degree in Economics; and University of Toronto, Ontario Canada, where he obtained a Ph.D., with emphasis on International Trade and International Finance.

Professionally, Cornelius is a development economist, a central banker with extensive knowledge of international finance and problems of structural adjustment of African economies.  Before joining ECA he worked with the Reserve Bank of Malawi (a Central Bank) and rose through academic and professional improvement to hold posts of Assistant Director, Deputy Director, and Director of Research and Statistics; and then Deputy General Manager for Economic Services of the Bank.  While with the Bank he participated in the preparation and negotiations of three of Malawi’s Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs) and two debt-rescheduling exercises of that country with the Paris and London Clubs. He also contributed to the preparation of Malawi’s Development Policy Strategies (DEVPOL) for the late 1980s and early 1990s.

Mwalwanda was also seconded for a brief period to the Malawi Government, where he held the post of Deputy Secretary with the rank of Deputy Comptroller of Statutory Bodies.  Among other duties, he contributed to the preparation and implementation of the initial Reform Programme of Malawi’s Public Enterprise Sector.  

Cornelius Mwalwanda’s academic background covers the fields of international finance, trade and development economics.  His work experience has offered him opportunities for close interaction with government officials within and outside Africa, officials of multilateral organizations as well as international financial institutions, such as the World Bank, International Monetary Fund, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the World Trade Organization and the African Development Bank.  

While in Malawi, he served as member of the Board of Directors of numerous public enterprises.  He has also served as a member of the Advisory Board of the African Economic Research Consortium (AERC) and as a member of the Board of Directors of the Sanford English Community School in Addis Ababa.
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