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Head of IT and Electronic Business Law

· David Marsh qualified as a solicitor in 1978 after serving his articles with Needham & Grant and he became a partner in that practice in 1980.  He joined Wragge & Co when Needham & Grant merged with that firm in March, 2000 and in January, 2003 he moved to Dickinson Dees as the firm's head of information technology and electronic business law.  Before studying law he had been a civil servant with the UK’s Ministry of Defence dealing with defence procurement.

· His work is in the field of commercial law focusing on information technology law, intellectual property law, internet law, international electronic commerce legal issues and international trade law  During his career David has worked on electronic commerce legal issues in many industries, including defence, the travel industry, retail supply chain management, and telecommunications.  He has advised major IT industry companies such as Cap Gemini Ernst & Young and EDS on IT projects and he was involved in the development of the London Grid for Learning, which is a London-wide schools internet system.  David has worked extensively with a number of local authorities and government departments, including the Ministry of Defence on its DECS electronic procurement programme. 

· Since 1984 he has acted for the U.K. international trade facilitation body, SITPRO, and, through that connection, he became involved in legal aspects of electronic commerce and international trade facilitation.  He is chairman of the Law and Policy Group (the LPG) of  e centreuk.  This body is the UK's leading industry association for electronic commerce issues.  He is a member of the supervisory board of e centreuk.  The LPG acts as the legal focus of the Alliance for Electronic Business and encompasses the CBI, the Direct Marketing Association and the Federation of Electronic Industries as well as e centreuk.

· In 1999 he was elected as the Legal Liaison Rapporteur for the United Nations in its UN/CEFACT body and is the chair of the UN/CEFACT Legal Group which has a mandate to develop international policy at UN level to resolve legal obstacles to international trade using electronic commerce.  He has participated in the work of the International Chamber of Commerce (the ICC) on e-business legal issues and has contributed to UNCITRAL's work on the development of an international model law for electronic commerce. 

· He is the author of a book entitled "Essentials of EDI Law" and he writes, broadcasts and lectures regularly on legal electronic commerce issues.  He has been engaged in a number of European Commission funded research projects that have been central in developing awareness of electronic commerce legal issues in Europe.  He also participated in a study for the UK Department of Trade & Industry on the development of a regulatory environment for electronic trusted third parties.  In February 1999 he gave evidence to the UK Parliamentary Select Committee on e-business legal issues.  He was a member of the UK's Society for Computers and Law Legislative Working Party on law reform which has put forward recommendations to UK government on new legislation in the UK to facilitate electronic commerce.

· He has carried out legal work concerning e-commerce issues including advising on legislative development for a number of countries including the Hong Kong Regional Administration, Israel, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, South Korea, Iran, India, Croatia and Vietnam.  
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