Patrick De Smedt
Chairman, Microsoft Europe, Middle East and Africa

Patrick de Smedt was announced as Chairman of Microsoft Europe, Middle East and Africa (EMEA) in April 2003.  His responsibilities include being actively engaged with EU institutions and the Belgian Government.  In his new role, Patrick will work closely with Microsoft EMEA’s CEO and President, Jean-Philippe Courtois, to help Microsoft refine strategic directions and initiatives in this region.  

Before his appointment as Chairman, Patrick de Smedt became Vice President for Europe, Middle East and Africa in February 2001. His responsibilities lay in Southern & Central Europe, including Austria, Benelux, Greece, Italy, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and Switzerland.
Previous to that role, Patrick was Vice President of EMEA, responsible for Enterprise Business Development. He dedicated his time to engaging with EMEA global accounts, helping to win the top regional enterprise projects and being a spokesperson for the many CIO and CEO events across the region.
Prior to this, since July 1998, Patrick headed the Enterprise Group for Microsoft EMEA, also in a Vice President capacity, where he was responsible for Microsoft's sales, marketing, enterprise partners and services for enterprise customers in Europe, the Middle East and Africa.
Patrick De Smedt was also General Manager of Microsoft Benelux, managing the operations in the Netherlands and Belgium subsidiaries. He founded both the Netherlands and Belgium subsidiaries in 1986 and 1989 respectively.
Patrick De Smedt began his career at Microsoft in 1983 at Microsoft France as the OEM Sales Manager for Southern Europe. In this role he was responsible for the sales of Microsoft products and applications to hardware manufacturers and large accounts in France, Italy, Spain, Portugal and the Benelux region.
Before joining Microsoft, De Smedt was a software manager for Altos Computer Systems and was responsible for the acquisition and support of software products on Altos hardware for the European market. De Smedt started his career at Tymshare as project leader for the Benelux region. 

Born in 1955, De Smedt received a Commercial Engineer degree from the University of Louvain, Belgium in 1977.
April 2003

