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Opening Address of H.E. Mr. László BORBÉLY, Minister of Environment and Forests of Romania on the occasion of the second Session of the Meeting of the Parties to the UNECE/WHO-EUROPE Protocol on Water and Health to the UNECE Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes 

Bucharest, 23 November 2010

Distinguished guests,

Ladies and gentlemen,
Romania is the host of a major importance event for the pan-European region, between the 23 rd   to 25th of November 2010: the second Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on Water and Health.

I would like to welcome your presence at this meeting, organised in Bucharest by the Romanian Ministry of Environment and Forests and the Ministry of Health together with the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe and the World Health Organization – Regional Office for Europe.  
Further, I would also like to thank to the Chamber of Deputies for the support they have provided in order to organise this meeting at the Romanian Parliament Palace. 
I am glad that you responded in such a great number to our invitation and I consider that your presence here reflects the great importance of the issues related to environment and health, on the whole, and especially reflects the importance of the safe water supplies for the public health.

This represents a proof of the interest and the commitment, as well as the support that you provide within your activity to the water and health issues as well as to the implementation and promotion of the Protocol on Water and Health. 
We gather in Bucharest at almost three years after the first Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol, which took place in Geneva during January 2007, and 11 years after signing the Protocol in London in 1999. I join those who say that the Protocol represents a unique legal, innovative and challenging instrument because it brings together two complementary fields: environment and health. We cannot discuss about health without a clean environment. It is a challenge to me, and especially to Romania, so that the national policies of these two fields to not remain only in a projected phase, but rather to make a success of their implementation and to obtain good results. It is obvious that the ensuring of safety water, both in a qualitative and a quantitative way, is a basic requirement for a healthy environment and a healthy population. 
The environmental and health issue in the framework of sustainable development is of great importance to me, both as a Minister of Environment and Forests, as well as a member of the European Board for Environment and Health and as a president of the 19th session of the UN Commission for Sustainable Development (CSD 19).

In this respect, I believe that the activities that have already been accomplished and those that will be developed in the Protocol’s framework will bring their contribution to the achievement of the 7th Goal of the Millennium Development Goals, respectively “Ensure Environmental Sustainability”. This goal includes two components: the first one is related to the assurance of sustainable development and the second one refers to sustainable assurance of the access to a safety drinking water. 
This meeting is a very important event for us, having regard that Romania held the Presidency of the Bureau of the Meeting of the Parties, and during this meeting there are going to be presented the results within three years of our Presidency. At the same time there will be presented and discussed  the challenges which, separately and together, we have to overcome in the next period between the years 2011 – 2013, in order to achieve the proposed activities within the second Work Programme.
Since 2007 until today the Parties to the Protocol on Water and Health as well as the Signatories, the international and the non-governmental organisations have made real efforts in order to succeed the achievement of the Work Programme. I am aware of both the involvement and the enthusiasm of the Co-Secretariat of the Protocol, respectively UNECE and WHO/EUROPE in order to assure the achievement of the undertaken commitments at the first meeting of the Parties. Last but not least I would like to express my appreciation regarding the activity of the Working Group on Water and Health, of those three Task Forces on Indicators and Reporting, on Surveillance and on Extreme Weather Events, as well as the work of  the countries that have the leadership of some activities, of the chairmanship of the Ad-hoc Project Facilitation Mechanism and of the Compliance Committee. 
I wish to thank you all! 
I am convinced that Mr. Andrey Vasilyev, the Deputy Executive Secretary of the UNECE, will present in detail the obtained results and the future challenges.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Further, I would like to bring in discussion the manner in which we want to solve the environmental issues particularly those related to water, to which the Ministry of Environment and Forests pays a close attention. I intended to do this in order to emphasize that the implementation of provisions of the Protocol on Water and Health is of great importance for us, even more as these derive from the assumed commitments by Romania during the European integration process.

In this regard, the priorities of the Ministry of Environment and Forests, assumed within the Government Programme and other strategic documents, such as the National Development Plan and the Sectoral Operational Programme Environment, include the improvement of environmental infrastructure, respectively the development of water supply systems, sewerage and wastewater treatment, integrated waste management systems, the rehabilitation of polluted sites, defence systems against natural disasters.
In order to finance the necessary investments there are used financial sources of the Sectoral Operational Programme Environment, and I would like to add that for the priority Appendix 1 – The extension and modernisation of drinking and wastewater systems – there have been allocated 3 billion Euro, including the national co-financing, that counts over 50% of the allocated funds for this Programme. In addition, there are financed investments from the Environmental Fund, which has a total budget of over 1 billion Euros, and as well from the national and local budgets.
It should be mentioned that for the projects selection that are financed within the programmes mentioned before, the public health criterion is a priority. 

Taking into account that that 97.8% of the Romanian area is included in the Danube River Basin, the solutions for the integrated water management at the national level cannot be achieved without the collaboration with all the countries from this basin. In this regard, at the level of the International Commission for the Protection of the Danube River a River Basin Management Plan has been elaborated which includes also the water quality improvement measures, as well as, the necessary investments. For this reason I proposed to pay a special attention to water issue within the future European Union Strategy for the Danube Region, particularly for the implementation of this Management Plan. 
Ladies and gentlemen,
In the following three days, we are all going to take important decisions in order to continue or achieve of some new activities which are necessary to support the countries in the implementation process of the Protocol.

I consider that the Work Programme can be achieved by contribution of the Parties, by collaboration with the other bodies of the UNECE Conventions but also by the involvement of the non-governmental organisations and other stakeholders. 
Romania has supported the achievement of the programme and, despite the difficult economical conditions, will continue to sustain the implementation of the Protocol activities. I hope that other countries will join us so that the activities of the Work Programme could be started as soon as possible. Particularly, Romania will continue to be involved in the activities related to the “Public awareness, education, preparation, research, development, information and public participation”.Ascultaţi
I wish you success in the discussions during the meeting. I hope that the results of the meeting are going to confirm the assumed commitment by the Protocol’s signing and as well, to strengthen the Protocol’s status as a legal instrument which contributes to the sustainable development of the region.
Thank you! 
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