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“Challenges before and opportunities for transboundary water cooperation”
1. Cooperation under umbrella of ICWC has been developing as long as 17 years quite successfully and fruitfully, while overcoming difficulties and improving continuously. As a result, this helped to avoid conflicts during dry and humid years until 2008, as well as reduce regularly water use in irrigated agriculture.   
2. The main tools of this cooperation include:

· activities of BWOs, SIC, and Secretariat aimed at fulfillment of ICWC’s decisions between ICWC meetings, as well as supervision and monitoring of water-related situation;

· dialog among national and regional groups within the framework of work on the improvement of legal, economic and technical aspects of ICWC; 
· development of the regional information system on the basis of joint work of water departments of the five countries, BWO Amudarya, BWO Syrdarya and SIC ICWC, using the common methodology and software. This contributes to openness and trust building between the countries in area of water resources;

· development of a common regional training system to improve competencies of water and other staff;

· organization of work on regional projects aimed at the improvement of water use and consumption, including implementation of IWRM. By the example of these projects, one can demonstrate a potential of water-conservation tools, including institutional measures (involvement of water users in new forms of governance and management), as well as technical tools (computer models, SCADA system, hydrometry, etc.). Such approaches, for instance, allowed reducing water withdrawals from 1.0 km3 in a growing season to 0.68 km3 in a year at IWRM-Fergana project’s scale. 
All these tools getting representatives of different countries involved in common joint work, its discussion, and analysis create an atmosphere of trust, mutual understanding and aspiration for consensus. 
3. Information exchange as organized at water institutions level attracts great attention in the region and outside. Suffice it to say that the portal CAWATER-info.net created by SIC ICWC together with EECE and GRID Arendal attracts every day more than 1000 visitors. Besides up-to-date information about all news in the basin and in the five countries regarding water, environmental and related issues, the portal posts great amount of bibliographies and contains analytical tools that inform regularly all interested persons about current water-related situation and give analysis of the state of management and problems. Our materials cover the results of work on adaptation to climate change, the state of environment and Prearalie. Currently, measures are planned together with SDC and EC IFAS to develop an analytical and information tool system, which will include software and a database on all countries in the region.  All those mechanisms would contribute to stronger mutual understanding provided that energy, environmental, and hydrometeorological regional institutions are well involved. At the same time, in line with principles and basic points of CAREWIB, SIC ICWC is developing national information bases in the five countries in the region. SIC’s staff has transferred software and guidance materials, brochures, as well as held training for them. Currently they supervise the development of this information bases.  
4. On 28th of April in 2009, the Heads of Regional States at their meeting in Almaty paid particular attention to the development of proposals on establishment of mutually acceptable mechanism for integrated water resources use and environmental conservation to the benefit of all the countries in Central Asia. This is a great and laborious task not only for watermen – a shared sense exists among us - but also for economists, powermen, environmentalists and especially lawyers. To this end, first of all, all the countries should accede to the Conventions 1992 and 1997 as Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan have done in order to demonstrate good will and actual recognition of equitability and equal rights for water. We believe that the revised guidance on the application of the Convention 1992 would help in searching such solutions and regimes of water use that no one could speak in the Aral Sea basin about doing harm to each other. 
� Informal translation from Russian
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