UPDATE ON PROGRESS ACHIEVED BY PARTIES IN SETTING TARGETS AND TARGET DATES ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 6 
OF THE PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH

According to the Protocol on Water and Health, within 2 years of becoming a Party, each Party shall establish and publish targets referred to in paragraph 2 of article 6, and target dates for achieving them.

In order to share experience on the process of setting targets, including difficulties encountered and adopted solutions, a Workshop on setting targets and reporting under the Protocol will be organized in Geneva on 10-11 February 2009 (back-to-back with the second meeting of the Task Force on Indicators and Reporting on 12 February 2009).

To facilitate such an exchange, Parties - and if relevant Signatories - to the Protocol on Water and Health are invited to answer the following questions.

Replies should be sent as soon as possible and in any case not later than 20 January 2009 to the UNECE secretariat (protocol.water_health@unece.org).

Your information will be used to shape the programme of the workshop and the Guidelines on the setting of targets, evaluation of progress and reporting, developed by the Task Force. You are therefore invited to be as specific as possible in describing the process, challenges as well as solutions which might benefit other Parties.

1. Briefly describe your national process to set targets and target dates in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol on Water and Health. 
· Which are the institutions involved, how were the different stakeholders involved and how is coordination ensured? 
· What is the approach adopted (e.g. baseline analysis, gap analysis, risk assessment, cost-benefit analysis, etc.)?
· Is there a clear timetable for the whole process and agreed responsibilities?

· How is the process of setting targets financed?

· How is the public involved? 
Please include both information on progress achieved to date as well as future plans.

The Slovak Republic has ratified the Protocol on Water and Health on 2nd October 2001. A national report on target implementation status is submitted to the government and revised in two years period. The report contains relevant information about legislative and institutional aspects, national objectives, priorities, monitoring and measures. By this, the government is regularly fully informed about actions taken as well as on the status of implementation. 
In 2003 and 2005 national targets have been approved by the Slovak government. On July 4, 2007 Slovak Republic has updated its targets and established 9 new national targets under the Protocol of Water and Health (tab.1).
The proccess of target setting was followed from baseline analysis and gap analysis. A cost-benefit analysis was not performed as the most of the targets set in the Protocol are also legal requirements of the European Union. The most of the targets are fulfilled from a state budget. Implementation of information systems (target No.6 and No.7) is funded from EU grants. The public is informed on national targets through the website of Public Health Authority, where all related documents are available.
The responsible institutions for targets fulfillment are Ministry of Health in cooperation with the Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic.
In the auspices of Ministry of Environment following institutions are involved: 

8 regional departments of environment, 46 local departments of environment, The Slovak environmental inspection.
In the auspices of Ministry of health following institutions are involved: The Public Health Authority, 36 regional public health authorities, Spa and Spring inspectorate.
Scientific institutions (Water Research Institute, Slovak Hydrometeorological Institute and Slovak Water Company) are also involved in target implementation.
2. List the targets and target dates set in your country in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol, as well as the indicators that will be used to measure progress.
Tab.: The national targets of the Slovak Republic

	Target No.
	Name
	Responsibility
	Indicator
	Deadline

	1
	To increase a proportion of inhabitants supplied by sufficient drinking water quality from the public water supply
	MoE and

municipalities 
	% of population connected to public water supply
	2015

	2
	Improvement in sanitation and waste water discharging
	MoE and

municipalities
	% of population connected to public sewerage systems
	2015

	3
	Implemetation of the Water framework directive
	MoE
	Transposition in national law
	2015

	4
	Improvement of quality and health safety of drinking water. By 2011 solve the over limited concentration of nitrates in public water supplies 
	MoH and MoE
	% of samples from public water supplies failed in nitrates 
	2011

	5
	Maintenance of adequate measures to avoid water related diseases. By 2012 monitor occurrence of infectious and non-infectious water related diseases 
	MoH
	% of WRD /year
	2012

	6
	Implementation of a new information system on drinking water quality from public water supply 
	MoH
	IS in place
	2012

	7
	Implementation of a new information system on bathing waters (including recreational waters and swimming pools)
	MoH
	IS in place
	2008

	8
	Public awareness about water issues – handbooks printing for the well owners
	MoH
	Handbook issued, public meetings organised
	2008

	9
	Cooperation with NGOs and public water suppliers and municipalities 
	MoH
	Meetings organised – working groups, conferences
	2010


3. Which are the main barriers, if any, in the process of target-setting in your country? What are the solutions found to date? Which additional assistance would help you to overcome them? 
The process of target-setting has been finished.

Please fill the name of the contact person for this questionnaire

	Name: Martina Behanova

	Institution: The Public Health Authority of the Slovak Republic

	Department: Department of the Environment

	Address: Trnavská 52, 826 45 Bratislava

	Country: Slovak Republic

	Telephone: +421 2 4444 27 98 

	E-mail: behanova@uvzsr.sk


Thank you very much!
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