UPDATE ON PROGRESS ACHIEVED BY PARTIES IN SETTING TARGETS AND TARGET DATES ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 6 
OF THE PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH

According to the Protocol on Water and Health, within 2 years of becoming a Party, each Party shall establish and publish targets referred to in paragraph 2 of article 6, and target dates for achieving them.

In order to share experience on the process of setting targets, including difficulties encountered and adopted solutions, a Workshop on setting targets and reporting under the Protocol will be organized in Geneva on 10-11 February 2009 (back-to-back with the second meeting of the Task Force on Indicators and Reporting on 12 February 2009).

To facilitate such an exchange, Parties - and if relevant Signatories - to the Protocol on Water and Health are invited to answer the following questions.

Replies should be sent as soon as possible and in any case not later than 20 January 2009 to the UNECE secretariat (protocol.water_health@unece.org).

Your information will be used to shape the programme of the workshop and the Guidelines on the setting of targets, evaluation of progress and reporting, developed by the Task Force. You are therefore invited to be as specific as possible in describing the process, challenges as well as solutions which might benefit other Parties.

1. Briefly describe your national process to set targets and target dates in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol on Water and Health. 
· Which are the institutions involved, how were the different stakeholders involved and how is coordination ensured? 
       In the national process are included : the Ministry of Health ,Ministry of Agriculture , Forestry and Water Management, Institute of Public Health , Directorate for Water Waterworks , Environmental Agency. The Ministries are involved  as a  stakeholders  in policy and  decision making process related to  management , development , protection and use of water  resources , management of water supply and sanitation . The Institute of Public Health is responsible for  prevention , control and reduction  of water related diseases together with THE Sanitary Inspectorate.

The coordination is ensured through the interministerials and intersectorial  bodies ( exp. National Comitee  for Environment  and children ).  
· What is the approach adopted (e.g. baseline analysis, gap analysis, risk assessment, cost-benefit analysis, etc.)?
· Is there a clear timetable for the whole process and agreed responsibilities?

During the ratification process, the exact timetable will be defined, and institutions, according to their responsibilities, will moderate activities for different Protocol issues.

· How is the process of setting targets financed?

The process will be financed from the state budget and thorough applications for international projects.

· How is the public involved? 
According to our laws, we have the obligation for continually informing the public, most usually through web site and media.
Please include both information on progress achieved to date as well as future plans.

There is a need and readiness in Serbia to improve the water sector, particularly in its water supply and water protection segments and also to improve the quality of drinking water  as well as prevention , control and reduction of water – related diseases. 
One of the most important activities in the EU approximation process is the harmonization of national legislation with the EU legislation and with practices of EU member states. Environmental protection legislation and water utilization and protection legislation constitute a significant segment within this framework. 

With this in mind, the new Environmental Protection Law (EPL) enacted in 2004 reflects up-to-date principles in this area. With respect to water, which is a key component of the environment, the EPL defines only general water protection principles, while water protection and utilization, within the scope of integrated water management, are regulated by the Water Law (WL). 
The current WL was enacted more than fifteen years ago. Therefore, the WL is, a priori, inconsistent with the provisions of the Water Framework Directive (Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council, WFD). Additionally, most of the secondary legislation, which regulates various segments of the water sector more precisely, is even older than the current WL and this is an additional legislative problem. 
The draft of a new WL has been prepared. It encompasses virtually all WFD recommendations and, as such, following subsequent revisions and refinements. This document is now ready to enter the enactment process. It is expected that this process will be initiated shortly, so that Serbia will have a new WL before the end of 2009. 

Following enactment of the new WL, existing secondary legislation will need to be revised accordingly, or new secondary legislation enacted, to create an up-to-date legal framework for the implementation of integrated water management in the Republic of Serbia. 
Based on Serbia’s current planning documents which address water and environmental issues, and keeping in mind the need to resolve significant water quality protection problems (particularly in areas that constitute protected zones of water supply sources, and especially in vulnerable areas), a list of priority projects related to urban wastewater collection and treatment has been compiled and the priorities are extension of sewerage systems and construction of WWTPs in Brus, Blace, Kula, Vrbas, Crvenka, Subotica, Šabac and Vranje.
Additionally, the construction of the main sewer of Belgrade’s sewage system is expected to be completed.
2. List the targets and target dates set in your country in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol, as well as the indicators that will be used to measure progress.
TARGETS                                                       TARGETS  DATES
Harmonization of  basic national
 legislation with EU legislation                     2012
related to water and sanitation

 Access to drinking water                              2015

 for everyone                                 
 increase the  number of 

 microbiological and chemical
contaminated  water sample for 30 %  

         2015
 Reduction of the scale of outbreaks and
incidens of water related diseases.

    INDICATORS
The number of harmonized lows related to water

with  the  EU regulation 
The percentahe of household connected to a water supplies and and severage network or septic tank.
 The  percentage of waterworks with chemical and bacteriological  contaminated water samples

 The percentage of E.coli in water sample

 The percentage of nitrate , nitrite ,iron  and arsenic in water samples.

The percentage of outbreaks.
The incidence of water -related diseases.

3. Which are the main barriers, if any, in the process of target-setting in your country? What are the solutions found to date? Which additional assistance would help you to overcome them? 
The main barriers in the process of target setting could be the extension of the ratification process in our country and economic situation, especially in this period of financial crises.

Please fill the name of the contact person for this questionnaire

	Name             :Tanja Knezevic , m.d. Ph. D.

	Institution:        Institute of Public Health of Serbia

	Department:     Department for Enviroment and Health

	Address:           Dr Subotica  5

	Country:          SERBIA

	Telephone:   381 11 2685 476

	E-mail:     tanja _knezevic @batut.org.rs


Thank you very much!
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