UPDATE ON PROGRESS ACHIEVED BY PARTIES IN SETTING TARGETS AND TARGET DATES ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 6 
OF THE PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH

According to the Protocol on Water and Health, within 2 years of becoming a Party, each Party shall establish and publish targets referred to in paragraph 2 of article 6, and target dates for achieving them.

In order to share experience on the process of setting targets, including difficulties encountered and adopted solutions, a Workshop on setting targets and reporting under the Protocol will be organized in Geneva on 10-11 February 2009 (back-to-back with the second meeting of the Task Force on Indicators and Reporting on 12 February 2009).

To facilitate such an exchange, Parties - and if relevant Signatories - to the Protocol on Water and Health are invited to answer the following questions.

Replies should be sent as soon as possible and in any case not later than 20 January 2009 to the UNECE secretariat (protocol.water_health@unece.org).

Your information will be used to shape the programme of the workshop and the Guidelines on the setting of targets, evaluation of progress and reporting, developed by the Task Force. You are therefore invited to be as specific as possible in describing the process, challenges as well as solutions which might benefit other Parties.

1. Briefly describe your national process to set targets and target dates in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol on Water and Health. 
· Which are the institutions involved, how were the different stakeholders involved and how is coordination ensured? 
The protocol is currently ratified by Governmental Ordinance no.95 / 29 August 2000 and aproved by Law no. 228/ 30 Nov. 2000, signed by the following ministries involved:

Ministry of Foreign Affairs  

Ministry of Environment
Ministry of Health
Ministry of Administration
Ministry of Agriculture 
Ministry of Economy and Public Finance

The most important governmental institutions which have a key role in implementation of the Protocol are:
· The Ministry of Health is responsible for approval of legal measures for the quality of drinking waters, for inspection of water supply systems and water treatment, for surveillance and monitoring of drinking water. Its responsibilities include: authorization and inspection of drinking water suppliers, including those from the food industry, assessment of the risk on human health, and restriction of the consumption. Public health authorities are responsible for adequate information of the public, including the measures for public health protection in case of non-compliance.
· Ministry of Environment is responsible for establishing the water quality standards and objectives, supervise the regulating of the waste water discharges from human agglomerations and agro-food industries, for the monitoring of the quality of surface water intended for the abstraction of drinking water and ensure the co-ordination of the implementation of drinking water and urban waste water directives and for control of the compliance with the legislation in force.
· Ministry of Interiors and Administrative Reform - centralizes the compliance plans elaborated by water/waste water operators, monitors and controls their implementation.
Concerning the involvement of the different stakeholders this is done at the basin river level within the Basin River Committee. Within this committee there are representatives at local level of the Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Health and Romanian National  Water Administration, president of the county council, water users, representatives of NGO’s.
Currently the coordination at the national level is assured  by Water Interministerial Committee where Ministry of Environment is the leader and at the basin river level though the Basin River Committee.
One of the main responsability of the Water Interministerial Committee is to coordinate and to survey the implementation of the programmes for the development of water/waste water infrastructure.
· What is the approach adopted (e.g. baseline analysis, gap analysis, risk assessment, cost-benefit analysis, etc.)?
A first analysis has been made during the European integration process concerning the transposition and implementation of the water quality directives. In this respect we have had an assessment of the implementation of the provisions of the drinking water legislation  and of the quality of drinking water throughout the country. Also a national assessment on collection, treatment  and discharge of the urban waste water had been made. Based on these assessments we had evaluated the needs and costs of investments and we had provided the main directions and measures in Implementation Plans. The extension, modernization and new developments of water/waste water infrastructures are priorities for Romania.  

This will be further extended at national level for the baseline assessment. Further, additional projects have to be identified in order to perform the national wide baseline assessment, gap analysis, risk assessment and cost-benefit analysis. 

· Is there a clear timetable for the whole process and agreed responsibilities?

Taking into account the requirements of the EU water directives, in the implementation plan we have provided responsibilities to the main stakeholders (environment, water management, health, drinking water and water collection and treatment providers etc)   
 A specific plan for the implementation of the Protocol’s targets will be established in 2009.
· How is the process of setting targets financed?
A financial evaluation for compliance with the provisions of water/waste water EU directives had been made.Taking into account the need of investments in water/waste water infrastructure in Romania, evaluated about Euro 18.5 billion. The financial resources envisaged are from different sources:: multilateral grants, loans for public service and infrastructure investments with governmental or local guaranties, private funds and public-private partnerships.

During 1991- 2006 Romania has used pre-accession instruments (ISPA, SAPARD, SAMTID, PHARE) to finance the investments in water infrastructure (both on drinking water and waste water treatment fields). Other projects on the water investments had been financed by international financial institution (World Bank, BIRD, EIB, EBRD) The pre-accession funds are going to finance projects till 2010. Starting with the date of Accession at the 1 January 2007, as Member State, Romania benefits of 60% of Cohesion funds for water/waste water infrastructure, as it is stipulated in the Environmental Sectoral Operational Programme for the period 2007-2013.

Since the compliance with the provisions of Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive until 2018 the transition period obtained for agglomerations with more than 2000 p.e.) need higher financial support than those from Cohesion Funds it is necessary to continue to investigate for funding the waste water investments after 2013.

· How is the public involved? 
· Within the general process related to the development of the River Basin Management Plan according with the Water framework Directive the issues of drinking water and waste water are a central component. The findings and the plan of measures for increase the waste water treatment and improve the drinking water quality and distribution are provided in this Plan which are disseminated to the public for information and comments according with the EU procedures.

In Romania has been created the legal framework for access of public to information in 
water management including in the field of surface and ground water quality, taking into 
account the provisions of Water Framework Directive (WFD) that had been transposed into 
the Law no.310/2004 amending the Water Law no.107/1996. The procedure for 
implementation of WFD had been approved by Ministerial Order no. 1044/ 2005(Procedure 
for water users, riparian’s and public consultation in the decision making process related to 
the water management field) and Ministerial Order no. 1012/2005(Procedure for public 
information access related to the water management field).


Daily information is transmitted by the press office of the Ministry of Environment and it is 
posted on the website of the Ministry. Such kind of 
information is also disseminated to the 
hildren too by leaflets and a special place on the 
web site of the Ministry.


A system for dissemination of information regarding management of water, including 
surface and ground water quality is in place at National Administration “Apele Romane”.


A large campaign for public awareness on preservation and protection of water quality 
named “National campaign for information on the provisions of WFD is ongoing. The 
campaign is addressed to citizen, companies, local authorities, and it has a component for 
children.


The activity of dissemination of information will be permanently developed and supported 
continuously by the Ministry of Environment.
2. List the targets and target dates set in your country in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol, as well as the indicators that will be used to measure progress.
List of targets and targets dates according to Article 6 of the Protocol have not yet established. 
 Targets and targets dates related with the compliance of the provisions of the drinking water and waste water directives have a contribution to the implementation of the Protocol and they will be used in the process of establishing of the targets.  In this respect the following issues are taking into account:

- Romania shall ensure compliance with the requirements of the Drinking Water Directive, in accordance with the intermediate targets( related to  size of localities) and drinking water quality parameters(such as : oxidability, ammonium, nitrates, turbidity, aluminium, iron, lead, cadmium and pesticides).
· Romania shall ensure for agglomeration with more than 10,000 p.e. a gradual increase of collecting systems / collecting systems in accordance with the following minimum overall population equivalent rates:
1. 61% (collecting systems) /51% (collecting systems) by 31 December 2010,

2. 69 % /61% by 31 December 2013,
3. 80%/77% by 31 December 2015 

For agglomeration between 2,000-10,000 p.e. the gradual process will be fulfil both for collecting And treatment of urban waste water until 31 December 2018.
A specific plan for the implementation of the Protocol’s targets will be established in 2009. After the finalise of the Implementation Plan will be established the indicators to measure the progress.   
3. Which are the main barriers, if any, in the process of target-setting in your country? What are the solutions found to date? Which additional assistance would help you to overcome them? 
The main barriers in the process of target-setting are:
-the inadequate state of the drinking water supplies systems;
-the insufficient distribution or the lack of the drinking water supplies systems;
-the inadequate quality of the drinking water untreated from the proper sources;
-the small capacity for treatment of water for drinking purpose and inadequate treatment tehnology for water treatment intented for consumption.

-low managing capacity for sewage systems and waste water treatment plants

-poor financial situation of local water services operators
-no budgetary  allocations for operation and maintenance operations in water/waste water services.

-insufficient capacity for management of big investments in water/waste water services;

-inadequate technical solutions to local specific conditions and to evaluation of operational costs.
Solutions 


In the last two years the Romanian Government have some legal initiatives to amend the legislation for water/waste water services in order to consolidate and regionalize services of water operators to create financial strong operators. There were also involved EU and financial institutions ( EBRD, EIB).

A decentralized finances to provide greater fiscal autonomy at local level will be into the benefit of improving the financial situation of water/waste water companies and will contribute to an independent and sustainable water business.
The regionalisation is the key element of improving the quality and the cost efficiency of local water infrastructure and services. This means, the association of neighbouring localities aiming to create regional structures able to attract international funds.

 The financial resources envisaged are from different sources: multilateral grants, loans for public service and infrastructure investments with governmental or local guaranties, private funds and public-private partnerships.

During 1991- 2006 Romania has used pre-accession instruments (ISPA, SAPARD, SAMTID, PHARE) to finance the investments in water infrastructure (both on drinking water and waste water treatment fields). Other projects on the water investments had been financed by international financial institution (World Bank, BIRD, EIB, EBRD) The pre-accession funds are going to finance projects till 2010. Starting with the date of Accession at the 1 January 2007, as Member State, Romania benefits of 60% of Cohesion funds for water/waste water infrastructure, as it is stipulated in the Environmental Sectoral Operational Programme for the period 2007-2013.

Since the compliance with the provisions of Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive until 2018 the transition period obtained for agglomerations with more than 2000 p.e.) need higher financial support than those from Cohesion Funds it is necessary to continue to investigate for funding the waste water investments after 2013.

An additional assistance for improving institutional capacity in drinking water field the PHARE Project “Technical Assistance for the preparation of the implementation of the requirements of the Directive regarding the quality of drinking water for human consumption” is under development. The project beneficiaries are: the Ministry of Environment, the National Administration “Romanian Waters”, the Ministry of Health, the Institute for Public Health Bucharest, the producers/distributors of drinking water, with different responsibilities regarding the requirements of Directive 98/83/EC.
The goal of this project is to strengthen the institutional capacity to implement the requirements of Directive 98/83/EC on the quality of water for human consumption, developing appropriate methodology for management of critical points for the water source to the consumer’s tap (safety water plans) for public drinking water systems, training for staff involved in implementing legislation in the field of drinking water quality in the responsible institutions.
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