UPDATE ON PROGRESS ACHIEVED BY PARTIES IN SETTING TARGETS AND TARGET DATES ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 6 
OF THE PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH

According to the Protocol on Water and Health, within 2 years of becoming a Party, each Party shall establish and publish targets referred to in paragraph 2 of article 6, and target dates for achieving them.

In order to share experience on the process of setting targets, including difficulties encountered and adopted solutions, a Workshop on setting targets and reporting under the Protocol will be organized in Geneva on 10-11 February 2009 (back-to-back with the second meeting of the Task Force on Indicators and Reporting on 12 February 2009).

To facilitate such an exchange, Parties - and if relevant Signatories - to the Protocol on Water and Health are invited to answer the following questions.

Replies should be sent as soon as possible and in any case not later than 20 January 2009 to the UNECE secretariat (protocol.water_health@unece.org).

Your information will be used to shape the programme of the workshop and the Guidelines on the setting of targets, evaluation of progress and reporting, developed by the Task Force. You are therefore invited to be as specific as possible in describing the process, challenges as well as solutions which might benefit other Parties.

1. Briefly describe your national process to set targets and target dates in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol on Water and Health. 
· Which are the institutions involved, how were the different stakeholders involved and how is coordination ensured? 
· What is the approach adopted (e.g. baseline analysis, gap analysis, risk assessment, cost-benefit analysis, etc.)?
· Is there a clear timetable for the whole process and agreed responsibilities?

· How is the process of setting targets financed?

· How is the public involved? 
Please include both information on progress achieved to date as well as future plans.

To facilitate and coordinate the implementation of the Protocol on Water and Health the working group under the leadership of the Ministry of Health was established by the order of the Minister of Health and Minister of Environment on June 21, 2004. Invited specialists into Working group from: Ministry of Health, State Environmental Health Centre, Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Agriculture, Institute of Hygiene, Communicable Diseases Prevention and Control Centre, Health Emergency Situation Centre, Association of Local Authorities in Lithuania, Water Supply Company „Vilniaus vandenys”.
The working group prepared the Outlines for the Implementation of the Protocol on Water and Health which were approved by the Order of the Minister of Health and the Minister of Environment on January 12, 2005. The approved Outlines set forth the objectives, directions for action and stages for the implementation of the Protocol on Water and Health. For progress evaluation we collect data on implementation of objectives from different institutions.
There is no clear timetable for the whole process and agreed responsibilities, and no separate financial support for target setting or for Protocol implementation.
Many of the activities under the Protocol are related to the implementation of the EU directives on drinking water, bathing water, urban waste water and water resources management. Future plans are closely related with WFD implementation (preparation of RB management plans).
2. List the targets and target dates set in your country in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol, as well as the indicators that will be used to measure progress.
The targets for the implementation of the Protocol in Lithuania were formulated on the basis of paragraph 2 of article 6, five targets being of high priority to Lithuania had been chosen:

1. To ensure adequate supplies of wholesome drinking water which is free from any micro-organisms, parasites and substances which owing to their numbers or concentration, constitute a potential danger to human health. It includes the protection of water resources which are used as sources of drinking water, treatment of water and the establishment, improvement and maintenance of collective systems:

2. To provide adequate sanitation of a standard which sufficiently protects human and the environment. This will be done through the establishment, improvement and maintenance of collective systems;

3. To ensure effective protection of water resources used as sources of drinking water and their related water ecosystems, from pollution from other causes, including agriculture, industry and other discharges and emissions of hazardous substances. This shall aim at the effective reduction and elimination of discharges and emissions of substances judged to be hazardous to human health and water ecosystems;

4. To apply sufficient safeguards for human health against water-related diseases arising from the use of water for recreational purposes, from the use of water for aquaculture, from the water in which shellfish are produced or from which they are harvested, from the use of waste water for irrigation.

5. To establish effective systems for monitoring and early-warning of situations likely to result in out-breaks or incidents of water-related disease.

Directions for action for the implementation of the Protocol in Lithuania were set from 2009 as follows: 

1. To develop water management plans at the transboundary and national level. Such plans may be incorporated in other relevant plans, programs or documents drawn up for other purposes; 

2. To review national trends in changes of water and health indicators and to carry out a comparative analysis on the territory basis; 

3. To collect and evaluate data concerned with the implementation of the Protocol and to assess the progress achieved; 

4. To publish periodically the results of this progress assessment. 

The indicator that will be used to measure progress defined in the Law on Drinking water supply and Waste water treatment, (adopted in 2006 and came into force in 2007) “95% inhabitants of municipal public water services territory should be provided with public water services until the end of 2015”.

3. Which are the main barriers, if any, in the process of target-setting in your country? What are the solutions found to date? Which additional assistance would help you to overcome them? 
a) There is no separate financial support for target setting and for Protocol implementation in Lithuania.

b) The cooperation between different institutions involved is no sufficient.
c) No existing (definite) mechanism how to measure progress and identified indicators be used to measure progress.
Please fill the name of the contact person for this questionnaire

	Name: Natalija Šliachtič

	Institution: State Environmental Health Centre

	Department: Environment and Health Division

	Address: Kalvariju str. 153

	Country: Lithuania

	Telephone:+370 5 236 0481

	E-mail:slechtin@takas.lt


Thank you very much!
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