GEORGIA
UPDATE ON PROGRESS ACHIEVED BY PARTIES IN SETTING TARGETS AND TARGET DATES ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 6 

OF THE PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH
Since the early 90s of the past century there was unsatisfactory situation in Georgia with regard to supply of population with drinking water of adequate quality. The main problems in this area was associated with:
· anthropogenic contamination;

· unsatisfactory condition of water pipeline and sewage systems as well as treatment  facilities;

· availability of drinking water;
· According to the data for 1994-2005 of the State Department of Sanitary Supervision of Ministry of Labor, Health and Social Security of Georgia (this department was liquidated since on 31st of December, 2005) 16,7-20,7% of the samples  taken from centralized water pipeline systems throughout the country for water quality control did not match the normative requirements;.  
· In different settlements of the country there were reported diarrheal infections and outbreaks related to drinking water (Table 1) ; 
Table 1

Outbreak of waterborne infections 

[image: image1.emf]Years Diagnoses Cases Among 

children

0-14

2004 Shigellosis 322 90

Diarrhea 72 22

2005 Shigellosis 54 6

Diarrhea 31 5

2006 Diarrhea 271 47

2007 Diarrhea 371 104

Hepatitis А 31 6


In addition, in 2004,  6 events of waterborne diseases were reported, of which  2 were related to shigellosis and  4 were suspected of having infectious diarrhea etiology. 
In 2005  - 2 events took place in the country; of which 1 was shigellosis, 1 – diarrhea;

In 2006  - 3 events, all of infectious etiology,
In 2007 – 4 outbreaks, of which 3 were diarrhea  and 1 – viral hepatitis A infection. 
Since 2004 a renewed improved surveillance system for early detection and response  system on water-borne diseases, has been in place in Georgia. This system fully updated the old one and improve registration and reporting of infection deceases (including diarrhea).

Primary health institutions are obliged to notify appropriate administrative rayon public health center about  an event of outbreak via special emergency notification  form by all means of communication.  

From the rayon center information is sent to a regional level in the same way.    

Upon the receipt of notification epidemiologist from a public health center along with local medical institution staff starts investigation of a epi focus.

From primary health institutions information to rayon public health centers is submitted by two means: emergency notification on 59 diseases and monthly reports on 17 diseases.

In an event of outbreak laboratory investigation is mainly carried out on the laboratory basis of  the national center for disease control and public health  (NCDC) due to  poor logistics of the existing  laboratories or unavailability of  them at local levels that itself seriously  impact early diagnostics of water-borne diseases.

NCDC communicate with population about events of outbreaks, precautions, control and preventive measures by means of mass media. In addition, any type of statistical information  is available on the web site of the center: 

www.ncdc.ge

Statistical bulletin “Public health” is published  annually.

During the August 2008 war event on the territory of Georgia, NCDC prepared the active plan “Main tasks of municipal public health services in emergency situation” in which  evaluation of condition of centralized  and local water supply systems as well as  sewage system net were considered as the top-priority measures and prediction of epidemiological threat, magnitude of damages in institutions of epidemiological implication. 

In recent years, through the reforms implemented in the country, the attention was drawn towards the improvement of social field especially towards the security of safe environment for human health, in this regard  numerous changes were initiated in structures of executive government and legislation. In this view, the following changes are noteworthy: 
Constitutions, Laws, international agreements, presidential orders, governmental decrees, ministries’ orders and  self-governments’ resolutions have been  adopted . In 2007 the Georgian Parliament adopted the “law of Public Health”. In which are stated responsibilities of each ministries concerning  provision  of public health with safe  drinking water in particular;

The Georgian ministry of Labour, Health and social affairs determines norms and technical regulations on safe water for public. The ministry of agriculture performs control of consistency of water safety and water quality parameters with the stated requirements and conducts selective laboratory control.

  The ministry of environment and natural resources ensures:

a) elaboration of integrated state policy and its implementation in the area of state  regulation of water resources in accordance with the principles of sustainable  development and management of water resources;

b) Protection of water resources from negative effects, that may impact public health, deteriorate water  supply condition and water quality;

c) Setting of state system on water supply permissions; planning and implementing of measures regarding limitations, or restrictions of water supplement in particular cases.

As for inner control of water quality and external laboratory audit, they are being fulfilled by accredited  independent laboratories.

On the basis of the mentioned law, local self-governmental authorities are entitled to carry out control and preventive measures against communicable diseases.
1. According to the Georgian Law adopted by the parliament of Georgia about “Food Safety and Quality” on December 27, 2005, the National Department of Food Safety and Quality Control has been created. This department was directly assigned to control drinking water quality although this mechanism according to the law on Food Safety and Quality has not been enforced yet.  Drinking water quality is performed only in big cities using laboratories of water supply services.
2. Reforms towards reorganization of public health service were carried out.
3. According to the decree #30 of February 15, 2007 of the government of Georgia the “Government Commission for elaboration of Water Supply and Sanitary Security Policy of Georgia” was created, which has to be in charge of water supply and elaboration of respective proposals, policies and strategies with the aim of implementing certain reforms in this field. 
4. Minister of Labor, Health and Social Affairs issued an order #349/n on December 17, 2007 about “Approval of Technical Regalement of Drinkable Water”, by which the former soviet norms in the country relating to the drinking water were revoked. By this technical regalement Georgia completely transferred to the quality indicators of drinkable water provided by the World Health Organization. 
5. A new regalement on quality of sewage water discharged into surface water bodies was elaborated in November 2008.
6. Presidential program on ensuring all inhabited area with appropriate quantity  of adequate water quality is intensively implemented.  
At present target state programs on rehabilitation of water supply and sewage systems are   

      
being carried  out in Georgia in order to supply public with safe and quality water.
As for the participation of public in the field of water resource management it must be mentioned that Georgia is a party to Orkhus convention. Requirements of convention are regulated by the “Administrative Code” and respective special environment protection legislation on the basis of which the information about quality conditions of objects, the decisions adopted and data about their management can not belong to the secret information of state. Therefore there have been set up in the ministry:
· Special service for communication with population and mass media;

· The web page of Ministry of Environment  and Natural Resources of Georgia is created, which is systematically updated and the information about activities and planned work is published on the web site; 
· Ministry has special unit of public and mass media relations; 
· “Codex” system is created where all normative acts adopted by the ministries are available; 
· Network of non-governmental organizations for Environment Protection in Caucasus (CENN) are created, etc. 
Currently, the Ministry has elaborated the draft law on “Management of Water Resource Pool” which will be heard by the Parliament of Georgia in June 2008. According to this draft law, in the second half of the year 2008, it is planned to transfer onto the water resource pool management and create new competent body of management, adopt up to 20 normative acts by which the problems will be practically resolved ensuring that the number of issues foreseen by the protocol are decided. 
· New Technical Regalements for flow of waters into the surface waters are elaborated the adoption of which will take place in the nearest future, after passing certain procedures. 
· It is necessary to define priorities, main principles and primary requirements for further modification of legislation and harmonization with EU legislation; 
· Besides the standards on drinking water it is necessary to revise and adopt the standards of quality indicators for other water objects;
· Establish modern international standards for testing of water quality, accreditation and certification  laboratories for testing water;
· Adaptation and establishment of water objects recording system existing in Georgia in line with EU and classification of rules, norms and methods; 
· Strengthening activities aimed at rehabilitation consequences of ecocide and establishing safe environment for human health for IDP through international organizations;
· The basis for elaboration of water object quality control and monitoring strategy must be the convention on use and protection of transboundary waters and rivers, water framework directive and other guidelines;
· After the adoption of the new law on water unified work plan including all above mentioned and other concrete tasks will be elaborated and implemented that will be focused on the particular targets and indicators to achieve the final goal  - prevention of waterborne infections. 
In order to fulfill the paragraph 2b of the article 6 of the protocol on water and health 1999, regarding the reduction of the scale of outbreaks and incidents of water-related diseases it will be appropriate to carry out educational program throughout the country. 
Active and sound surveillance system being operational in Georgia though the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC) on communicable diseases including water-borne infections and zoonotic diseases is focused on risk detection, assessment and communication. Along with the management of public health top priority or pain issues, risk communication activities is one of the priorities of NCDC in the prevention of infections as a whole and infections,  related to water microbial contamination, in particular. NCDC’s network is presented with regional public health services that take due account of disease detection and implementation of active control and preventive measures.

Being a practical educational basis of  that the Public Health Department of Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University functions the NCDC is distinguished with high professional as well as scientific capacity and potential that greatly contribute to the creation of human resources dealing with water quality and safety efficiently. 

 Using the professional and scientific resources of the NCDC,  measures to be taken towards the enhancement of educational issues of the water safety will result in significant reduction of water-related diseases and enhancement of the Georgian population’ s health. 

With the help of the donor organizations and funds they may raise and allocate, the opportunity to conduct trainings by NCDC for staff as trainers to train public health specialists at local level. Recently reconstructed training department of NCDC is equipped with appropriate modern educational material and tools as well as cabinets  that will create relevant environment for training. Due to the created resources and atmosphere training programs will be conducted not only in Georgia but in the South Caucasian regions. The training center photos are attached to the report. 
All above mentioned activities are closely related to the solution of the following problems.
 Problems to be solved:

1. Strengthening of laboratory basis and its logistics at regional level, training of personal  on early detection and diagnostics of water-born diseases; 

2. Introduction of express tests on diagnosing of waterborne diseases and evaluation of water quality;

3. Creation of water quality information data base in the country that will help to establish correlation with diarrheal diseases and early detection;

4. Creation of water quality monitoring results information data base;

5. Raising public awareness in rayons and regions  and improving  it regarding preventive measures, community mobilization skills in the event of waterborne diseases;

6. Creation of an independent water quality surveillance system, that will determine functioning accuracy of all components;

7. Introduction of international standards on drinking water in line with WHO requirement;

8. Preparation of qualified specialists at local level;

9. Implementation of drinking water quality, sampling and monitoring of drinking water quality  according to ISO standards in rayons and villages. 

Please fill the name of the contact person for this questionnaire
	Name:Alexander Mindorashvili, Nana Gabriadze

	Institution: Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources of Georgia; National Center for Disease control and public health Ministry of labour, health and social affairs

	Department: Main Specialist of Water Resources Protection Department; Head of environmental health and epidemiological standards of NCDC

	Address: 6 Gulua str. 0114 Tbilisi, 9 M. Asatiani str. 0177, Tbilisi

	Country: Georgia

	Telephone: + 995 32 72 72 26, + 995 32 39 89 46

	E-mail: a.mindorashvili@mail.ru; gabriadzenana@yahoo.com 
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		Years		Diagnoses		Cases		Among children  
0-14

		2004		Shigellosis		322		90

		Diarrhea		72		22

		2005		Shigellosis		54		6

		Diarrhea		31		5

		2006		Diarrhea		271		47

		2007		Diarrhea		371		104

		Hepatitis   А		31		6






































