UPDATE ON PROGRESS ACHIEVED BY PARTIES IN SETTING TARGETS AND TARGET DATES ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 6 
OF THE PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH

According to the Protocol on Water and Health, within 2 years of becoming a Party, each Party shall establish and publish targets referred to in paragraph 2 of article 6, and target dates for achieving them.

In order to share experience on the process of setting targets, including difficulties encountered and adopted solutions, a Workshop on setting targets and reporting under the Protocol will be organized in Geneva on 10-11 February 2009 (back-to-back with the second meeting of the Task Force on Indicators and Reporting on 12 February 2009).

To facilitate such an exchange, Parties - and if relevant Signatories - to the Protocol on Water and Health are invited to answer the following questions.

Replies should be sent as soon as possible and in any case not later than 20 January 2009 to the UNECE secretariat (protocol.water_health@unece.org).

Your information will be used to shape the programme of the workshop and the Guidelines on the setting of targets, evaluation of progress and reporting, developed by the Task Force. You are therefore invited to be as specific as possible in describing the process, challenges as well as solutions which might benefit other Parties.

1. Briefly describe your national process to set targets and target dates in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol on Water and Health. 
· Which are the institutions involved, how were the different stakeholders involved and how is coordination ensured? 
The competent ministries for the Protocol’s implementation are the Ministry of Regional Development, Forestry and Water Management and the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare. Drinking water monitoring in Croatia is carried out according to the Regulation on the sanitary quality of drinking water (Official Gazette No. 47/28), and implemented by the Croatian National Institute of Public Health and by county institutes of public health authorized by the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare. Public water supply is carried out by utility companies. The Ministry of Regional Development, Forestry and Water Management and Hrvatske vode are the institutions responsible for the coordination of activities and the establishment of institutional framework concerning the area of sanitary protection zones of drinking water sources intended for drinking water supply. 
· What is the approach adopted (e.g. baseline analysis, gap analysis, risk assessment, cost-benefit analysis, etc.)?
Combined approaches are adopted.  
· Is there a clear timetable for the whole process and agreed responsibilities?
According to national legislations.
· How is the process of setting targets financed?
Through the state budget and budgets of local self-government units.
· How is the public involved? 
Through public media.
Please include both information on progress achieved to date as well as future plans.
The sanitary quality of drinking water is monitored according to the provisions of national legislation (Official Gazette No. 47/28) and other existing national legislation concerning public water supply. 
The new Water Act is in parliamentary procedure and it is expected that it will be enacted in the first quarter of 2009. 

2. List the targets and target dates set in your country in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol, as well as the indicators that will be used to measure progress.
The Republic of Croatia takes appropriate measures in the prevention, control and elimination of water-related diseases within integrated water management systems, intended to achieve a sustainable use of water resources and water quality in the environment which does not endanger human health, and to protect aquatic ecosystems. Measures are also taken with the aim of improving human health and sanitary measures, and preventing water-related diseases through better management and water protection from pollution, including the improvement and construction of wastewater treatment systems. Efforts are made to achieve availability of drinking water and implementation of sanitary measures that would cover the entire population. In order to maintain a high level of efficiency in terms of protection from water-related diseases, the standards for drinking water quality are occasionally revised, as exemplified by the Regulation on the sanitary quality of drinking water, by taking into account the minimum standards of control of sanitary water quality determined by the WHO Guidelines for drinking-water quality and the EU legislation on drinking water. Drinking water monitoring is carried out according to the Regulation on the sanitary quality of drinking water (Official Gazette No. 47/28), and implemented by the Croatian National Institute of Public Health and by county institutes of public health.
Information and result assessments of testing sanitary quality of drinking water are published annually in the Croatian Health Service Yearbook, and as such are available to the general public. Croatia has systematically monitored water-related diseases as a part of infectious disease monitoring with the aim to reduce disease occurrences and prevent epidemics outbreaks. At the national level, supervision and status assessment pertaining to infectious diseases is carried out by the Epidemiology Unit of the Croatian National Institute of Public Health, in line with the Act on the Protection of the Population from Infectious Diseases and the Regulation on mandatory reporting of infectious diseases. Additionally, water supply and facilities for water supply are monitored, inventory of water supply facilities kept, and sanitary quality of drinking water (and water for recreation) monitored by means of regular analyses by the Croatian National Institute of Public Health and county institutes of public health. 

The legal basis for the Protocol’s implementation are the Water Act and related by-laws, while the Water Management Strategy, adopted in June 2008, as a long-term document defining the vision, mission, tasks and goals of state water management policy is the strategic basis for the Protocol’s implementation. The Strategy identifies strategic directions and development guidelines for water management by starting out from the present state of the water sector, its development needs, economic potentials, international obligations as well as the need for preservation and improvement of the status of water and aquatic and water-related ecosystems. The objective of the Strategy is to provide sufficient quantities of drinking water of adequate quality for population water supply, as well as the necessary water quantities for different economic uses. 

For purposes of ensuring the safety of the collective sanitary system (i.e. water supply and sewerage) for the largest number of households, the Plan for Construction of Water Supply Facilities was developed with the aim to achieve 85 - 90% population coverage by 2020. At present, public water supply in Croatia covers 74% of its population. Population density in urban areas is the factor which dictates demand and use of drinking water in the households. 

A strategic goal of water protection is intensive construction, repair, reconstruction, management and maintenance of urban waste water sewerage and treatment systems in order for the level of population connected to public sewerage systems from the present 43% to increase to around 60%, with appropriate treatment provided by 2030. Hrvatske vode, as the legal person for water management, is responsible for the implementation of wastewater projects, construction of wastewater treatment systems and drinking water supply.  
According to the new Water Act, the institutional framework for water management plans concerning surface waters, groundwater and protected areas will be developed on the basis of catchment areas. The subordinate legislations will be issued according to new Water Act concerning quality of bathing waters.
3. Which are the main barriers, if any, in the process of target-setting in your country? What are the solutions found to date? Which additional assistance would help you to overcome them? 
The main barriers in the process of target setting are how to secure financial assets and how to strengthen administrative capacity on the national and local levels. Problems could be solved through EU funds.  
Please fill the name of the contact person for this questionnaire

	Name: Darko Rajhenbah

	Institution: Ministry of Regional Development, Forestry and Water Management

	Department: Water Policy

	Address: Ulica grada Vukovara 220, 10000 Zagreb

	Country: Croatia

	Telephone: +385 1 6307348

	E-mail: darko.rajhenbah@voda.hr


Thank you very much!
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