UPDATE ON PROGRESS ACHIEVED BY PARTIES IN SETTING TARGETS AND TARGET DATES ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 6 
OF THE PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH

According to the Protocol on Water and Health, within 2 years of becoming a Party, each Party shall establish and publish targets referred to in paragraph 2 of article 6, and target dates for achieving them.

In order to share experience on the process of setting targets, including difficulties encountered and adopted solutions, a Workshop on setting targets and reporting under the Protocol will be organized in Geneva on 10-11 February 2009 (back-to-back with the second meeting of the Task Force on Indicators and Reporting on 12 February 2009).

To facilitate such an exchange, Parties - and if relevant Signatories - to the Protocol on Water and Health are invited to answer the following questions.

Replies should be sent as soon as possible and in any case not later than 20 January 2009 to the UNECE secretariat (protocol.water_health@unece.org).

Your information will be used to shape the programme of the workshop and the Guidelines on the setting of targets, evaluation of progress and reporting, developed by the Task Force. You are therefore invited to be as specific as possible in describing the process, challenges as well as solutions which might benefit other Parties.

1. Briefly describe your national process to set targets and target dates in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol on Water and Health. 
· Which are the institutions involved, how were the different stakeholders involved and how is coordination ensured? 
· What is the approach adopted (e.g. baseline analysis, gap analysis, risk assessment, cost-benefit analysis, etc.)?
· Is there a clear timetable for the whole process and agreed responsibilities?

· How is the process of setting targets financed?

· How is the public involved? 
Please include both information on progress achieved to date as well as future plans.

The information given in this questionnaire implies only for aspects on environment. 

The regional authorities in Belgium have initiated the process of target setting according to article 6 of the PWH. Since the competences on water policy ( drinking water, water management, etc) lie within the 3 regions it was decided, with agreement of the joint secretariat, that the process of target setting would be dealt with on a regional basis. 
Following regional institutions are involved for aspects on environment :
· Flemish Environmental Agency ( VMM) ( Flanders)
· Directorate General Natural Resources (Wallone region)
· Brussels Institute for Environmental Management (Brussels region) 

A coordination of the process of target setting in the 3 regions is guaranteed since activities are reported to the CCIEP (Coordination Commission International Environment Policy) at the state level
. In the CCIEP it was agreed that Flanders would conduct a pilot exercise in setting the environmental targets of article 6. 

Further, it was agreed that an approach of ‘gap analysis’ will be adopted in setting the targets. This is mainly due to the large overlap between the goals of the PWH and those of EU-directives, international programs and national or local environmental policy plans. It was decided to use an approach of mutual target setting to assure a similarity in the data exchange on similar topics. 
Flanders is at the moment actively conducting this pilot exercise and will report to the CCIEP and the other regions at the end of the first trimester of 2009.  The overall process of setting targets for the environmental issues should be finished by the end of the second trimester of 2009. 
Regarding stakeholder involvement and public participation, the necessity of a separate public inquiry for the target setting under the PWH has to be evaluated.  Public participation is in many cases incorporated in these ongoing planning process (f.e. River basin management plans, Flemish Environmental Policy Plan)
Coordination with process of target setting in the heath policy field is sheduled in the last trimester of 2009 within the CCIEP.
2. List the targets and target dates set in your country in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol, as well as the indicators that will be used to measure progress.
The process of target setting is still ongoing. A number of provisional targets have been set in light of the pilot exercise in Flanders. 
3. Which are the main barriers, if any, in the process of target-setting in your country? What are the solutions found to date? Which additional assistance would help you to overcome them? 
As a member state of the EU , Belgium has a number of obligations in the relation to the many the environment and health directives (f.e. drinking water directive, urban waste water directive). In many cases these directives, implemented in regional legislation, contain already targets which should be respected. A parallel process of target setting for the same aspects has been proven to be very complex and difficult (f.e. EU legislation is legally while PWH is a more ‘open’facilitating protocol which allows more ambitious goals – parties decide on own targets ) .
The difficulties in finding a balance between the PWH objectives and way of work and the EU-legislative obligation resulted in a slow start of the process of target setting. 
Please fill the name of the contact person for this questionnaire

	Name: Kris Van den Belt

	Institution: VMM

	Department: Operational Water Managment

	Address: Koning Albert II-laan 20 bus 16

	Country: Belgium

	Telephone: +32 2 553 21 19

	E-mail: k.vandenbelt@vmm.be


Thank you very much!

� For the regular and systematic internal Belgian coordination of the environmental policy, there is a consultative body, the Coordination Committee International Environmental Policy (CCIEP). The CCIEP was established by the “Cooperation agreement of 5 April 1995 between the Federal State, the Flemish Region, the Walloon Region and the Brussels Capital Region regarding international environmental policy”. This cooperation agreement is legally binding for these authorities after ratification by each authority by law, decree or ordonnance. The CCIEP has established several technical working groups that are responsible for the coordination of specific environmental issues. Within this framework, the CCIM Steering Group Water is the consultative body that is in charge of the necessary coordination of the implementation of the international water policy between the different competent authorities in Belgium.
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