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The present document, prepared by the joint secretariat in consultation with Italy, aims to inform the Working Group on the process of preparations for the Fifth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health and on the proposed inputs that the Protocol could provide to the Conference.
The Working Group is invited:

(a) 
To examine the proposals contained in the document, and to further elaborate them;
(b)
To inform on the willingness of Parties, non-Parties and other stakeholders to contribute to the proposed activities;

(c)
To ensure coordination with colleagues directly involved in the preparations of the Conference.

I.
Background
1. The environment and health process was launched in 1989 with the aim to eliminate the most significant environmental threats to health as rapidly as possible, with the approach that prevention is better than cure. Progress made towards this goal is marked by a series of ministerial conferences held every five years. To date four Ministerial Conferences on Environment and Health took place: Frankfurt (1989), Helsinki (1994), London (1999) – during which the ministers adopted the Protocol on Water and Health, and Budapest (2004).

2. The Fifth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health will take place on 10-12 March 2010 (tbc), in Parma, Italy. The Conference will focus mainly on children’s health in a changing environment, and new emerging issues such as climate change.
3. In the preparation for the Parma Conference a series of meetings for shaping 
the Conference agenda and ministerial declaration have already taken place. Concurrently, an open ended Declaration Drafting Group, composed of the UNECE/WHO-EURO Member States, the European Commission, intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations is preparing the main committal document for the Conference. Moreover, it is expected that additional inputs to the Conference will be provided from different regions, namely Central Asia, and Eastern as well as South-Eastern Europe. 
4. The next meetings in the preparatory process of the Conference include: 

(a) Second policy dialogue for the newly independent states (NIS) on strengthening public health services to meet future environmental challenges Dushanbe, Tajikistan, late July 2009 (exact date to be confirmed);

(b) Fourth meeting of the Declaration Drafting Group (to be confirmed) Copenhagen, Denmark, 14-17 September 2009(during the fifty-ninth session of the WHO Regional Committee for Europe); 
(c) Meeting on the specific needs of South-Eastern European (SEE) countries Belgrade, Serbia, September 2009 (exact date to be confirmed).This meeting aims to prioritize the common needs of SEE countries with regard to control and containment of environmental health hazards and to draw up a request for assistance to be presented at the Fifth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health; 
(d) Fifth meeting of the Declaration Drafting Group (to be confirmed): early November 2009 (exact date and place to be confirmed).
II.
Rationale for the Protocol input to the Ministerial Conference
5. Among the many reasons for which the Protocol on Water and Health should provide an important input at the fifth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health are the following: 

6. The main theme of the upcoming conference will be “protecting children’s health in a changing environment”. Challenges in water supply and sanitation especially under climate change scenarios and their effects on human health, highlighted by the bleak statistics on the burden of water-related disease on children (only in Easter Europe and Central Asia 13 000 children die from water related disease), will be part of the agenda of the upcoming Conference. The usefulness of the Protocol as an instrument to address these issues should therefore be illustrated and promoted at the Conference.
7. Another focus of the Ministerial Conference will be climate change and its impacts on human health and the environment. In the pan-European region, it is projected that the water cycle and water resources will be heavily impacted by climate change and extreme events with cascading effects on human health and water-related sectors, such as food safety, agriculture and water supply and sanitation. The Protocol itself and the achievements gained by the Task Force on Extreme Weather Events and the work done in cooperation with the Task Force on Water and Climate under the UNECE Water Convention are useful tools to support planning of adaptation strategies to climate change especially to vulnerability of the region such as transboundary issue. This approach offered collaborative mechanism for climate policy in the UNECE region and brought together all concerned stakeholders, mainly water and utilities managers, in supporting the development of integrated strategies. The Ministerial Conference could therefore discuss on this approach and its benefits for environment and health process in the field.

8. Moreover, the Protocol is a “product” of the Environment and Health process as it was adopted at the London Ministerial Conference. At the time of the Conference, it will be more than ten years since the Protocol’s adoption. It is therefore a timely moment to take stocks of achievements, share experiences, and discuss existing challenges and future prospects for work under the Protocol.

The Parma Conference will be the first one since the Protocol’s entry into force. From the political point of view, it would be important that the Environment and Health Ministerial process keeps overviewing and giving directions to its products.

9. The Ministerial Conference will also allow increasing the visibility of the Protocol and disseminate information on it to a broader audience.
III.
Proposed inputs to the Ministerial Conference and follow-up action by the Working Group 
10. The proposed inputs to the Ministerial Conference have the multiple aims to reinforce political commitment to the Protocol, allow an in depth discussion on achievements and challenges and inform the Ministers on progress achieved and on strategic needs for further progress in this area.

11. It is therefore planned to contribute to the Ministerial Conference at different levels and through different activities: 

(a)
Ministerial Declaration: being the main committal document of the Conference, the Ministerial Declaration offers itself as a mean to reconfirm commitment by WHO-EURO countries on preventing water-related diseases and promoting sustainable management of water resources, as well as to the obligations of the Protocol. The joint secretariat with the support of the Bureau has already submitted a number of proposals of issues to be highlighted in the Declaration. However negotiations on the declaration are still ongoing. 

=> Delegates and other Protocol’s focal points should coordinate with their national colleagues involved in the drafting of the Declaration to ensure that issues linked to water and health are properly underlined in the Declaration and that specific features of the Protocol which are of 
relevance for the Conference are highlighted. 
(b)
“Protocol Day”: prior to the Conference the host country welcome the Protocol Anniversary event. This event will address areas of work under the Protocol conducted by different task forces (surveillance, target setting, extreme weather events) in a close collaboration with Protocol’s Parties, preset the financial mechanism (AHPFM) and demonstrate compliance review procedure established under the Protocol.  
=> The Working Group is invited to comment on the proposed draft programme, further define the themes to be addressed during the event or suggest alternative issues to be highlighted. Representatives of Parties, non-Parties and other stakeholders are also invited to inform about their willingness to contribute to the event
(c)
Preparation of background document on water and health which will not only be a product for the “Protocol Day”, but should also inform and provide inputs to the CEHAPE/ RPG 1 of the official agenda of the Ministerial Conference highlighting strategic areas for further action in the Region. The background document will highlight the main water and health issues in the region and how Protocol is addressing: it will take stocks of achievements, share experiences, and discuss existing challenges and future prospects for work under the Protocol.
Finally the Working Group is invited to:
 => provide inputs for the main messages, format and method of preparation of the background document;
=> entrust the Bureau with the support of the joint secretariat, with the preparation of the different inputs to the Ministerial Conference;

=> decide to put on the agenda of its next meeting a review of the outcome of the Ministerial Conference and a discussion on the implications for the work under the Protocol.  
Annex 1
Draft proposed programme for the “Protocol event” 

10 YEARS OF PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH: ACHIEVEMENTS AND CHALLENGES AHEAD

I.
Welcome address by the Host Country (tbc) 

General introduction to the Protocol (Norway/Romania/the joint secretariat,) (30 min)

II. 
Setting targets under the Protocol to develop water and health national strategies (1.5 hours)
· Setting targets under the Protocol: approach, advantages and challenges, Switzerland
· Examples of targets set by Parties (in particular link with EU legislation)

· Discussion

III. 
Surveillance of water-related diseases (1 hour)

· The work achieved so far by the Task Force (the guidelines and the survey , Italy)
· The current status of water-related disease surveillance in Europe 
· Eventually geographic outbreaks of water-related diseases in Europe

· Discussion 

IV. 
Assistance to implement the Protocol: the Ad Hoc Project Facilitation Mechanism (1 hour)

· The concept of the AHPFM, its advantages and the progress to date:  Norway/AHPFM the facilitator

· Views from a recipient country (UA/MD/AM/KRG)

· Discussion

V. 
Review of compliance, public participation and the human right to water (1.5 hours)

· The Compliance Review Procedure under the Protocol: Compliance Committee
· The role of the civil society: ECOFORUM or WECF or other representatives of the civil society
· The Protocol and the human right to water: Catarina de Albuquerque (Independent Expert on the issue of human rights obligations related to access to safe drinking water and sanitation)
· Discussion

VI. Climate change and the Protocol: the challenges ahead (1 hour)

· The Protocol as a tool to plan and adapt to climate change: Italy
· Achievements by the TF EWE: joint activities  on water and climate, water supply and sanitation guidance development  

· Socio-economic benefits of adaptation policy/cost of inaction (tbd)  

· Protocol and adaptation to Climate Change : the way ahead 
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