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Introduction
1. The current programme of work adopted at the first meeting of Parties to the Protocol includes an element on public awareness, education, training, research and development and information which aims to provide assistance to Parties in the implementation of articles 9 and 10 of the Protocol (programme element 1.4, see ECE/MP.WH/2/Add.5 - EUR/06/5069385/1/Add.5). 

2. To achieve this objective, Romania, lead Party for this programme element, plans to organize a workshop on public participation, information and education in water and health related issues.

3. This document presents some preliminary ideas on the organization of the workshop for further comments and discussion by the Working Group on Water and Health.

4. In particular the Working Group on Water and Health is invited to advise on:


(a)
Objectives and deliverables of the workshop;


(b)
Method of work, themes and issues to be dealt with during the workshop;


(b)
Speakers and experts who could be invited;


(c)
Potential partners who could be involved in the workshop organization.
I. Venue and date
5. The workshop on public participation, information and education in water and health related issues will take place on April – May 2010 (still to be confirmed), in Bucharest, Romania. The meeting will be held within the framework of the Programme of Work of the UNECE/WHO-EURO Protocol on Water and Health and jointly organized by the Government of Romania, UNECE, and WHO-EURO.
6. Additional partners in the organization of the workshop could be sought, such as relevant international NGOs, the UNECE Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice (Aarhus Convention).

II. Rationale
7. The Protocol on Water and Health provides a complex, legal framework, linking water, health and environment policies. To comply with the Protocol’s provisions countries need to develop a number of measures, which successful implementation depends on the understanding of the relationship between water/environment and human health. It is important that those, who are responsible for water management, have at least understanding of issues related to public health, and vice versa - those responsible for public health understand the basic principles of water management. 
8. Accordingly, the Protocol puts great emphasis on education, training, assess to information and public participation. Articles 9 and 10 of the Protocol are entirely dedicated to these issues, and encourage Parties to set up a number of measures enhancing public awareness on the relationship between the water management and public health. Moreover, in accordance with Article 6, when setting targets under the Protocol, Parties shall make appropriate provisions for public participation within transparent and fair framework and shall ensure that due account is taken of the outcome of such participation. 
9. In order for the general public and stakeholders to get involved and take part in the decision making related to water and health, there is a need for adequate educational programmes, access to information and appropriate mechanisms/tools for public participation.  
10. Moreover, the issue of effective communication to the public takes a special relevance in case of events that threatens public health, such as extreme weather events and accidental water pollution. 
III. Objectives

11. The workshop aims to: 
(a) Raise awareness on the linkage between the people’s health and water management;
(b) Overview the existing tools/mechanisms for public participation in policy planning/decision making, in water and health sectors; 

(c) Exchange of countries experiences and lessons learned on sharing information, education and public participation; 

(d) Analyze possible tools for the National Focal Points to promote and better communicate the provisions of the Protocol between sectors (e.g. water, environment and health sector), to other public authorities (e.g. tourism, development) and to the general public;
(e) Develop a set of recommendations on public participation, information, education in water and health related issues;
IV.
Target audience

12. The workshop is addressed to all those who are involved in specific public awareness, education, training, research and development and information activities - in particular on water and health – at the local, national and international level, including governmental representatives, public authorities, international bodies, donors, academia, mass-media and non-governmental organizations.
V. 
Organization of work

13. The workshop will address: a) international and national guidelines on information, education and public participation; b) good practice examples on information, education and public participation in the fields of water management and health; c) institutional and legal framework in this field; d) effective tools for a better information, education and public participation process; e) how to assess the effectiveness of the information, education and public participation process; f) conclusions and recommendations.
14. The workshop will consist of the following sessions:
(a)
Access to information, public participation and education;
(b)
Benefits and challenges of public participation in policy planning;
(c)
Mechanism and tools for public participation under the Protocol; 
(d)
Internal (inter-ministerial) and external (to the public) communication. 
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