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Scope 

• Status of preparation of the second 
Assessment in the Eastern and Northern 
Europe

• Draft conclusions for comments

• Plans for finalization 
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Status of the Assessment in the 
Eastern and Northern Europe

• 27-29 April 2010: subregional workshop 
on transboundary water management in 
the Eastern and Northern Europe

• A part of the datasheets received 
completed

• a draft summary presented for review by 
the countries



Finalized datasheets: Baltic Sea 
and the Arctic
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RU, PL; no coordination Prohladnaja

Narva: Narva reservoir and received from EE & RU; LV? (small 
share)

Salaca Ok; From EE, LV datasheets sent

Gauja/Koiva No coordination, EE & LV sent, LT

Lielupe: incl. tributaries 
Nemunelis & Musa

LV sent input to datasheet to LT for 
completion

Neman: incl. BY, LT, PL, RU
No coordination

Daugava: Drisvyaty/ 
Drukshiai

No coordination; LV has sent 
datasheets; BY, RU to send to the 
secretariat; LT share small – no need 
to send

Pregel LT, RU, PL; no coordination



Finalized datasheets: Black Sea 
(Danube)
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Vah SK to send datasheet to PL for completion

Ipel/Ipoly SK to send datasheet to PL for completion

Tisza HU to sent datasheet to RO, RS, SK, UA for 
information and complementing

- Somes/Szamos RO to send datasheet to HU for 
information, UA?

- Mures/Maros RO to send datasheet to HU for information

Siret RO to send datasheet to UA for information

Prut RO to send datasheet to MD, UA for 
information

Danube No datasheets; ICPDR has provided a draft 
assessment 



Finalized datasheets: Baltic Sea 
and the Arctic
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- Dunajec, including tributary 
Poprad

SK sent datasheet  to PL

Vistula & tributary Bug Coordination: BY to send 
datasheet to PL, UA

NO has sent the sheets, FI to sent input to RU for 
completion

Transboundary rivers discharging to the White Sea, Barents Sea, 
Kola Fjord and Lake Ladoga: Jacobselv (NO, RU), Paatsjoki (FI, 
NO, RU), incl. Lake Inari, Näätämö (FI, NO, RU), Teno (FI, NO), 
Tuloma (FI, NO), Oulanka (FI, RU), Kemijoki (FI, NO, RU), Oulujoki
(FI, RU), Vuoksi (FI, RU), incl. Lake Pyhäjärvi & Lake Saimaa, 
Rakkolanjoki (FI, RU), Urpalanjoki (FI, RU), Jänisjoki (FI, RU), 
Kiteenjoki-Tohmajoki (FI, RU), Hiitolanjoki (FI, RU), Juustilanjoki (FI, 
RU): incl. Lake Nuijamaanjärvi



Finalized datasheets: Black Sea 
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- Pripyat (tributary of 
Dnieper)

BY, UA

Dnieper BY, RU, UA

Don/Siversky Donets 
tributary

RU, UA

Elancik RU, UA

Mius RU, UA

Dniester (incl. 
Yahorlyk&Kuchurhan)

UA, MD

Kahul UA to send datasheet to MD

Yalpuh UA to send datasheet MD

Cogilnik UA to send datasheet MD



Eastern and Northern Europe
Legal and institutional framework

• A number of bilateral agreements in the eastern 
part are being revised to take into account 
provisions of WFD. All have also as basis the 
Water Convention. 

• The countries that joined EU in the last 
enlargements have transposed WFD in their 
national legislation. Convergence plans for EU 
water-related directives are made in some of the 
non-EU countries.
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Eastern and Northern Europe
Legal and institutional framework

• Preparation of river basin management plans is 
well defined with set milestones in the EU 
countries (WFD); in the east it has been 
influenced by donor support. Preparation of joint 
plans with co-riparians across the EU border on 
the Danube is positive.

• Importance of IWRM principles is acknowledged, 
but implementation in the eastern part is 
limited, hindered by e.g. national institutional 
problems 



Eastern and Northern Europe
Legal and institutional framework

• Basin level institutions (especially river 
commissions) are more established in the 
western part of the subregion, facilitating 
studies, joint plans etc. In the eastern part, river 
basin approach needs to be applied more 
vigorously: there are some basins in which there 
is no basin commission but are just covered by 
bilateral agreements.



Eastern and Northern Europe
Legal and institutional framework

• While setting up river basin councils to advice 
water management authorities is welcome, in 
the case of transboundary basins their 
establishment at national level is not sufficient. 
There are indications of good intentions to invite 
co-riparians’ representatives.

• Expanding representation in the councils with 
e.g. NGOs and professional organizations would 
strengthen their expertise, but limited funding 
for the councils to meet is a constraint.



Eastern and Northern Europe
Monitoring

• Harmonizing of monitoring programmes and 
indicators/criteria used for assessing the status 
of transboundary basins important for reaching 
a common understanding as basis for measures. 
This remains as challenge even where data 
exchange is well established.

• Data exchange and harmonization of approaches 
need to be further strenghtened, in particular in 
basins where the framework for transboundary
cooperation is lacking or weak.
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Eastern and Northern Europe
Monitoring (cont.)

• In the eastern part of the subregion and across 
the EU border, the different water quality 
systems make it difficult to compare and agree 
about water quality status. WFD – which largely 
sets the monitoring requirements for EU 
countries - will over time increase 
harmonization.

• Physical-chemical monitoring emphasized; 
biological monitoring less developed.

• A number of countries in the eastern part are 
preparing or implementing a new system of 
surface water quality standards (some current 
systems still have MACs as basis), commonly 
with international project support. 



Eastern and Northern Europe
Monitoring (cont.)

• Flooding in recent years has drawn 
attention to the state of flood prediction 
and increased awareness about the need 
to cooperate with neighbouring countries. 
There are some encouraging examples of 
such transboundary cooperation.

• Use of information technology and GIS in 
monitoring and data management is 
increasing; related capacity needs 
strengthening.



Eastern and Northern Europe
Main problems, impact and status

• Improvement of water quality has been 
observed in the past decade, influenced both by 
implementation of EU’s water-related directives 
and also by reduced economic activities

• Discharges of non-treated or insufficiently 
treated municipal and industrial wastewaters is 
a major pressure and wide-spread. Addressing it 
is constrained by limited funds for upgrading 
aged infrastructure, especially in the east; in the 
EU it has driven by Urban Wastewater and 
Nitrates directives – with substantial cost and 
extensions to comply. Less pressure from 
population in the North.



Eastern and Northern Europe
Main problems, impact and status (cont.)

• Agriculture is another major pressure factor in 
many transboundary basins (organic and 
nutrient pollution, water use), and practices 
need to be improved to reduce the impact. In 
the Danube, pollution by hazardous substances 
is a significant issue, pesticides among the their 
sources (including unauthorized ones). 

• The impact from the diverse industries (food 
processing, pulp and paper, chemical, 
metallurgical etc) is variable, but includes heavy 
metal and hydrocarbon pollution. In some 
basins, mining is locally significant.



Eastern and Northern Europe
Main problems, impact and status (cont.)

• Hydromorphological pressure components like 
interruption of river and habitat continuity have 
so far been systematically assessed on the 
Danube, where they are driven by mainly flood 
protection and hydropower generation. A third 
of the channels along the main course is either 
severely modified or totally modified. Assessing 
this also elsewhere,  and in more detail, is 
recommended. Such changes together with 
other anthropogenic pressures affect negatively 
wetlands.   



Eastern and Northern Europe
Climate

• There are some indications in the light of 
historical data about mean air T increase, and 
an increase is predicted for the coming 50 years. 
Due to the large N-S extent of the subregion, 
predicted impacts vary. Some predictions of 
increase in the frequency and intensity of 
extreme events, even though there are 
significant regional and local variations.

• A better quantification of predicted impacts on 
water resources and a better understanding 
about their spatial distribution is needed.
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Eastern and Northern Europe
Response

• In the EU part, response measures are aimed at 
meeting the requirements of water-related 
directives, notably environmental objectives of 
the WFD, reaching a good status on waters by 
2015. This influences also legislative revision 
and e.g. rethinking water quality classification 
system in the eastern neighbours. Addressing 
one of the key pressures and nutrient sources -
urban wastewater discharges – is constrained by 
limited availability of financing for the 
substantial investments required. 
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Eastern and Northern Europe
Response

• Nutrient load reduction measures at basin level in 
the EU countries is mainly given direction to by 
the Nitrates Directive and to Urban Waste Water 
Directive, but the countries are also taking a 
range of supplementary measures. Practices 
especially in agriculture need to be improved and 
e.g. ICPDR has best practices recommendations 
to non-EU countries. Preparation of river basin 
management plans jointly helps coordination.



Eastern and Northern Europe
Response

• Deterioration of the current situation of 
hydromorphological changes on the 
Danube should be prevented and 
measures taken to improve the situation. 
Basin approach needs to be applied to 
planning any hydrotechnical measures.

• Many problems are addressed in projects, 
but follow-up for sustainability is a 
concern 



Eastern and Northern Europe
The way forward

• Revisions to many bilateral agreements on 
transboundary waters are expected. The many 
benefits of institutionalizing transboundary basin 
level cooperation demonstrated by the operating 
basin commissions will hopefully motivate such 
efforts further.

• There is a considerable number of infrastructure 
projects planned and prepared on the Danube 
with implications to the status of the basin



Eastern and Northern Europe
The way forward

• Despite the efforts made by the countries, some 
pressures on water quality - like untreated and 
poorly treated wastewaters – will not reduce 
quickly due to the sheer number of settlements/ 
agglomerations that do not have their treatment 
plants meeting the requirements

• Water and health issues seem to have a low 
priority; more effort should be made to address 
related problems 



Proposed schedule for 
finalization

• Those countries that have  not sent their 
datasheets should send them as soon as 
possible, and in any case by the end of July 
2010

• Comments to the subregional summary by the 
end of July 2010

• Draft assessments circulated to countries 1 
September for review

• Countries to provide their comments by 15 
October

• Revised assessments to be prepared for the next 
WGMA (tentatively 4-6 May 2011)


