Nature for Water:

Protecting water-related
ecosystems

Outcome of the December 2005 semina




Sectoral abstraction of water per region
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It is well understood that
population growth and
economic activities are
putting a huge pressure on

fresh waters.



In addition,
shortsighted economic
and technical
development choices
have often contributed
to the destruction of

aguatic and water-
related ecosystems
with negative
conseqguences for the
water resources.
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Not all Governments have been successful in comipaiater
wastage: rational use of water and control of uoated-for
water is needed



Floods became one of the most costly “water-quanyit
problem in the UNECE region.




“Water has

and should therefore be managed so as to
realize the most acceptable and sustainable
combination of those values” (Protocol on Water and
Health, 1999)

“Water Is

which must be protected,
defended and treated as such.” (Water Framework
Directive, 2000)
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Ministerial Declaration of the 3rd World Water Forum



Conclusions and recommendations of CSD-13












Five pillars for action

Establishing partnerships

Getting better information

Strengthening capacities

Using innovative economic tools and financing
Developing national legislation and international

agreements
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